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INTERVIEW WITH ANN JAFFE 
 
 
INTERVIEWER:  This is an interview with Ann Jaffe, survivor.  My name is Mina Gobler, and 
the date is November 7, 1994. 
 
We usually begin with asking some questions about things that are current.  So spell your name 
for us, please. 
 
ANN JAFFE:  I was born Chana.  (spells it)  But people could not pronounce the name here, so 
to make it convenient, we changed it to Ann.  (spells it)  Jaffe, this is my married name. (spells 
it). 
 
INT:  And if you don't mind telling me how old you are. 
 
ANN:  I am 63 years old.  I celebrate my birthday on March 5, and I was born in 1931.  
 
INT:  Now is that because that was near a Jewish holiday, or do you actually remember the date? 
 
ANN:  I will tell you why I say March 5th, because it was somewhere very close to it.  We 
figured out that it must have been probably February 28.  However, we went always by a Jewish 
holiday.  I was born, with what my mother described, one week before Rosh Chodesh Adar.  
And so in that year, when we came, after the war, when we came to the DP camps and had to 
register, and my father took a look at a calendar, and in that year it fell out approximately around 
March 5th, so he said, “okay, that's an easy date to remember.”  But it should be within a few 
days from my real birthday.  We'll never know when it was exactly. 
 
INT:  You'd have to go back with the calendar to that, with a Jewish calendar. 
 
ANN:  I did. I did, and I tried to figure out.  And I think the best way I could figure out, was that 
it was probably February 28.  But we never changed it.  We figured March 5th is close enough. 
(laughs) 
 
INT:  And where were you born? 
 
ANN:  I was born in eastern Poland.  I don't know whether they were called Litwaks, but 
actually, part of the place where I was born is more, now it's Byelorussia.  It was 100 kilometers 
from Vilna, but when I was born, it was under Polish rule.  So we consider ourselves eastern 
Poland.  It changed hands in 1939, when, with the last division of Poland, this part fell under the 
Russians.  Until '4l, when the Germans came in and occupied it.  And then we were liberated in 
'44.  And now, I was there, visited last year, and it's Byelorussia -- part of Byelorussia.  As a 
matter of fact, even though we were considered Litwaks, but to go to Vilnius now, you have to 
cross the border, and you have to have a separate Lithuanian visa.  You cannot do that. 
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INT:  It must feel very strange. 
 
ANN:  It is.  But I have no interest to go to Vilnius anymore.   
 
INT:  Now, you told me that you are married.  And how many years? 
 
ANN:  I am married forty years now. 
 
INT:  And what is your husband's name? 
 
ANN:  My husband's name is Edward Ephraim Jaffe.   
 
INT:  Was he called Ephraim as a child? 
 
ANN:  As a child he was called Ephraim.  But he didn't want to let go his original name, so he 
added Edward, and kept Ephraim as his middle name.   
 
INT:  But when he's called to the Torah, he would be... 
 
ANN:  Be Ephraim, yes. 
 
INT:  Tell me about your education. 
 
ANN:  Very spotty all the time, because before the war I managed to finish just two grades.  
Then when the Russians came, we had to repeat some grades, because we didn't know any 
Russian.  So I think we had to repeat the second and the third grades.  Then during the war, of 
course, Jewish children were not allowed to go to school under Nazi occupation.  And when I 
was liberated, I went to fourth and fifth grades in Byelorussia, where I was, after the liberation, 
those two years.  And when we came in displaced persons' camps in Germany, I finished - what 
grades did I go through there?  Sixth, seventh, I think, and eighth grade, in the camp schools.  
And these were not normal schools.  But this is where I learned Hebrew well, in those schools. 
 
INT:  In what language were you taught? 
 
ANN:  The instructions were in Yiddish, primarily.  But we had a lot of teachers from Israel, that 
they sent in, and a lot of Hebrew was taught, and I loved the language, and I acquired it quite 
well.  So after that, years have passed, and when I came to Canada, I found out that they have a 
Hebrew teachers institute, and even though I had not fully completed high school, I had enough 
knowledge of Hebrew to join that institute, and I did.  And when I got married and came to the 
United States, and we lived in New Jersey, I found out that they have here, too, in New Jersey, 
such a Hebrew teachers institute in West Orange, so I joined there, and to study to become a 
teacher.  And then while studying I realized, I said, I'm working for a teaching degree, and I don't 
have a high school diploma!  (laughs) So I went and took a high school equivalency course, and I 
passed it, so I got finally, when I was almost finished with all my, you know, Hebrew teachers 
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studies, that I got a high school diploma at the same time.  And I've been teaching Hebrew 
school for the past thirty years now. 
 
INT:  At what level do you teach? 
 
ANN:  All levels.  Right now I teach in a Hebrew high school.  Over the years, you know, when 
you teach, you acquire a lot of knowledge.  Hebrew I knew quite well.  And I also knew Jewish 
history quite well.  I always studied it, and loved it.  And also we learned quite a bit in the 
Hebrew teachers academies about Biblical studies and so forth.  So I actually teach, I love 
teaching the language best, but I have taught, you know, Bible, history, anything that has to do 
with Judaic Studies, I'm really able to teach. 
 
INT:  So you've made a career of being a Hebrew teacher. 
 
ANN:  When you say "a career” - I have never taught full-time, because I was raising a family at 
the same time as I was teaching.  But I always liked to be involved in teaching, and I still do 'till 
today.   
 
INT:  Well, that's a career. 
 
ANN:  (laughs) Well, I don't know whether you would call it a career, but it kept me busy a little 
bit.   
 
INT:  That's a wonderful long history of having contributed to Jewish education. 
 
ANN:  Yes.  I felt that this was important, otherwise I would not have done it - because I never 
had to do it for the money.  I always did it for my own pleasure, and for my conviction, knowing 
that we have to, our children have to know a little something about their roots, to be proud of 
who they are, and of what they are.   
 
INT:  Well, tell me, what does your husband do?  And from what is he going to retire shortly? 
 
ANN:  He's a chemist by profession.  And he has a Ph.D. in organic chemistry, and he has 
worked for 28 years for the DuPont Company as a research chemist, and then later as a research 
manager.  And about ten years ago, when DuPont sold the part of his business, where he was, to 
CIBA Geigy, a Swiss company, he went with the Swiss company.  They asked him to join them.  
And that's where he's been working as a vice-president in charge of research, in the pigments 
division.   And that's what he'll be retiring from.  He's directing research in that division.  
 
INT:  Will he be able to do something part-time when he's finished? 
 
ANN:  He is going to, they have seen to it, they are afraid that he should not divulge any secrets.  
(laughter)  So they saw to it that he will be a consultant with them for a few years, yes. 
 
INT:  Now tell me about your children. 
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ANN:  I have three children, and my oldest, Rebecca, is a physician.  She's 37 years old, and 
she's still single. (laughs) And we are hoping that a young man that she's been seeing for the past 
two and half years, that something will eventually soon come about.  But we can never tell with 
today's young people. 
 
INT:  Where does she live? 
 
ANN:  She lives here in Wilmington.  Yeah.  And she has two specialties: she's actually a family 
physician, and also a sports medicine specialist.  So, she runs actually two businesses, not just 
her office, but also a sports medicine center that she's involved in. 
 
INT:  So she's your oldest. 
 
ANN:  She's my oldest. The next is my second daughter, Linda, and she's married.  Has two 
girls.  And she's a legal secretary.  Linda lived in Israel for nine years, after she finished college.  
She was kind of restless, and was looking for something different to do, and she went to Israel.  
And after living there for half a year in the kibbutz-  I have a brother, two brothers in Israel.  
While staying with my brother, she met a young man in Israel, and she married him, and after 
living there for nine years, she came back, two years ago, here, to join us, because she felt that 
she needed the support of the family. 
 
INT:  And how old is she? 
 
ANN:  Linda is, I'm trying to figure out.  She was born in 1960, so she's 34 years old.  And then 
the youngest is my son.  His name is David, and he's also a physician.  And he is, he lives in 
Boston now.  As I mentioned earlier, he went to the University of Pennsylvania undergraduate, 
and then Harvard Medical School, and he has been now, for, maybe five years I would say -- it 
seems like forever -- at Mass General, where he is finishing his fellowship in gastroenterology.  
That's his last year. 
 
INT:  And how old is he? 
 
ANN:  Thirty. 
 
INT:  He's thirty, oh, okay. 
 
ANN:  Yeah, he was born in 1964. 
 
INT:  Okay, well, can you tell me a little bit about the kids?  About personalities? 
 
ANN:  Each one is different; it's interesting.  My oldest daughter Rebecca, (sighs) I always say 
this as a joke.  The first child should be born last, so then we will know what to do, to do the 
right things for them, you know?  (laughs)  Because they usually, you know, we make all kinds 
of mistakes raising the first child.  Maybe not giving them enough attention when the second 



 6 

child comes along, or whatever.  I think she is a fairly well-adjusted child.  But if any one of my 
children ever had a complaint, she's the one who does; that we have neglected her in the younger 
years.  I always thought that she's extremely independent.  She was a very smart child from birth;  
very, very capable girl.  And because she was so capable, I always thought that she can handle 
all the problems by herself.  And now, it's years later that she comes and tells me that she was 
looking for that support, and that I...did not give her as much as she needed. 
 
INT:  That's a hard thing for a parent to hear when you think you've done your best. 
 
ANN:  But it is the truth.  I was not, I had no idea what her needs are, and if she did not 
articulate them, how should I, how would I have known?  So it was difficult to really know.  But 
I think she's fairly well-adjusted.  Besides the complaints that come here and there once in a 
while, she's all right.  She's a very capable, and a truly professional type woman; very caring 
person.  Maybe that's why she chose the medical profession.  I think this spark that was put in 
her to become a healer, or someone who helps people, was when my mother -- all my children 
loved my mother very much.  And when my mother was already an elderly lady, and I would go 
and take her to one of the doctors where I lived in Union, New Jersey, and that man was an 
extremely kind man.  And he knew that we were Holocaust survivors.  And he knew that my 
mother had very little money, and at that time, he charged her only what she could afford to pay 
him.  And she was so touched by him.  I remember, she was a young child, and she said, "Now 
this is a mentsh.  If ever I will become a doctor, that's what I would do.  I would be like him." 
 
INT:  He was a role model.  Yes.  That's a wonderful story.   
 
ANN:  So I think this might have sparked that little thing.  And she is like this now.  She does an 
awful lot of things, you know, for disadvantaged people.  Where, if they cannot pay, that's fine;  
if she can help them in any way, more than just being a physician to them.  So I'm very proud of 
her. 
 
INT:  You should be.  I would be, too.  And the middle person is the legal secretary. 
 
ANN:  Yes.  Linda is her name, right.  Linda is an excellent common sense person; a strong 
individual.  A very, I mean, her honesty is to a point where I always tell her, "It's to your 
disadvantage."  And she says, "Ma, that's how we are here. You still have your European ways, 
where you sometimes tell me, 'Don't tell everything. You don't have to. Everybody doesn't need 
to know it.'"  And she's a very, very open person; a very pretty girl, too.  And I think this is what 
probably created a little bit of jealousy in my daughter Rebecca.  Because she is also a very, I 
mean, a fair-looking person.  But Linda was exceptionally beautiful, and to have a younger sister 
that is so pretty and always gets all the compliments, must have created a little bit of, I don't 
know, either envy or jealousy.  Whatever.  She doesn't show it, but I feel it.  I feel it.   
 
And Linda is a special child to us, because first of all, because she was very sickly when she was 
a child.  First when she was just six years old, she came down with a disease called Purpura, 
which the doctor scared us to death.  We thought she had leukemia.  And that was after a lengthy 
stay in the hospital, she recovered, and she was all right.  And then as a young lady in college, 
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she came down with Hodgkin's, and that, too, was a long process of healing.  And maybe all 
those things, you know, when a child goes through so many difficulties, they become something.  
But she also was special, because she has an extraordinary personality.  I remember when she 
was a child, I called her "my sunshine," because she never complained about anything.  And she 
could come home from school -- in those days they still walked to school -- and she would come 
home from school drenched in a rain, and everybody would complain, and she would just walk 
in with as big a smile, and say, "Hi, Mommy!" And I would say, "This is my sunshine.  In a rainy 
day she brings sunshine into the house."  That's her personality; very, very outgoing and lovely 
person. 
 
INT:  You said she has two children. 
 
ANN:  She has two girls, and they were born in Israel, both of them. 
 
INT:  What are their names? 
 
ANN:  The oldest is named Maayan.  That's a Hebrew name, and the other one is Tali.   
 
INT:  Oh, Tali.  Yeah, that's a very popular name here, now.  I know several little girls named 
Tali. 
 
ANN:  Maayan, both names have to do with water.  Maayan is a natural water well, and Tali, 
"My dew."  Dew, is tal.  So Tali. And that's because their last name is Vodovis, and that's a 
Russian name, meaning, "water man."  V-o-d-o-v-i-s.  So they felt his last name has something 
to do with water, so the girls' names also have to. 
 
INT:  How old are they? 
 
ANN:  Maayan is eight and a half, and Tali is five and a half. 
 
INT:  And your son David? 
 
ANN:  Is living in Boston.  He's not married.  He's single.  We're still waiting for the right girl to 
come along.  Up till now, his excuse was that he was too busy.  But now that he's finishing 
already his fellowship... 
 
INT:  Whose personality is his most like?  Or what's unique about him? 
 
ANN:  (pause) A “gute neshama.”  Do you know what a “gute neshama” is?   
 
INT:  A good heart, a good soul. 
 
ANN:  That is my son.  He is really-  just to tell you how I feel about him.  When I wrote him a 
card, a birthday card, so I wrote in that card, this was, I remember his eighteenth birthday.  And 
because he's very close to me, and we have an excellent relationship with him.  With all my 
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children, I feel.  Rebecca is a little bit more distant, because she, for some reason, I give them the 
space that they need.  I always felt that she wants the distance, so I've let her have it.  Linda is 
very close with me, shares everything.  And so does David.  And when David was eighteen years 
old, I remember I wrote him a card, and I said, "Eighteen years ago, when you were born, if G-d 
would have asked me what kind of a son do you want, I would have described exactly the person 
that you are today."  Which is true, because he's an exceptionally good human being.  Very 
bright young man, without-  the only hang-up that I can see -- I don't think he has any special 
hang-ups -- is that he must be afraid of girls.  Why the heck isn't he married?  (laughs) 
 
INT:  Sometimes it takes longer to find that special person. 
 
ANN:  He was going out with a girl for some time, and realized that he adored her as a friend, 
but he was not enough in love with her to marry her, and he was very open and honest with her.  
And he's still friends with her.  I mean, friends, they still talk to each other occasionally.  And 
she would have liked to see him more often, but her husband, she remarried, and today's young 
people are very open.  They tell their husbands everything; how much she was in love with 
David, and he objects to her meeting with him, so (laughs) so it's limited to just telephone 
conversations.  But he's a very good person, and a bright young man. 
 
INT:  Your religious affiliation?  How would you describe that? 
 
ANN:  I belong to a traditional synagogue.  In all practical terms, I mean, if you ask me, even 
though our synagogue's traditional, what they might call Orthodox, but men and women sit 
together.  We do have two sections separate for those women and men who wish to be apart. I do 
go every Shabbat almost, to the synagogue; and holidays, of course.  I keep a kosher home.  I 
observe all the Jewish holidays.  I'm really very traditional. But in true terms, you know, I'm not 
a Shomer Shabbas. I do travel on the Shabbas. I don't do any work, or go especially shopping if I 
don't have to.  I try to avoid those things. I know what's right and wrong, but unfortunately I'm 
not doing always the things that are according to Jewish tradition required.  But my home is 
kosher, and so are my children, you know, looking at me, are trying very hard to do the same.  I 
eat on the outside, but I will eat only fish.  So I would call it Conservative, actually. 
 
INT:  How do you feel about some of the new roles that women are playing in Judaism? 
 
ANN:  I'm very much for it.  I belong, as a matter of fact, myself, to a group of women, where 
we get together once a month; a study group, where we study issues for Jewish women.  And I'm 
very realistic - knowing Jewish law well - that we will not bring about a change.  But what we 
can do is bring about a greater awareness, and find out exactly where do the laws come from, 
these restrictions on women in Judaism.  Maybe someday the changes will have to come from 
the very religious sources. We cannot bring it about.  But at least we can bring about an 
awareness, so that maybe some-  I feel that the pressure will have to come from the religious 
women on the religious men, because only they can change it.  Once it will be changed, and 
they're afraid of change. 
 
INT:  That's being Orthodox. 
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ANN:  They're very much afraid. 
 
INT:  Do you see either of your daughters being counted in a minyan, or... 
 
ANN:  They most likely would not mind it.  They would not mind it at all.  They are all 
knowledgeable enough, to very easily to go up and recite.  We have a women's group within our 
synagogue, where once in awhile we have a separate Shabbat service for women only.  We have 
every Simchat Torah a women's service, where women are being called up to the Torah, and I've 
been called up myself, and so has my daughter.  But this is as far as our synagogue will allow.  
It's a separate - separate and not equal.  Because even the prayers, you cannot do all of them, 
because women are not counted. 
 
INT:  And what organizations do you belong to? 
 
ANN:  I'm very active in Hadassah, in our sisterhood.  In our sisterhood, I'm not as active now.  I 
really don't have the time. Because since I do a lot of work with Holocaust education, I do speak 
in the schools about my experience in the Holocaust, that takes away an awful lot of my time.  
This plus the little bit of teaching that I do, and I'm quite a bit involved with Hadassah, also I'm 
vice-president in charge of education.  So there's always a lot of activities, arranging things. 
 
INT:  These are all vying for your time. 
 
ANN:  Yes.  That's why I'm not involved in Sisterhood as much. You have to choose.  And now, 
especially that my grandchildren live near me, and I have to help out with them quite a bit, so 
you have to let go somewhere. 
 
INT:  And what about your Holocaust activities?  You've already told me you go into schools. 
 
ANN:  Yes. 
 
INT:  How does that work?  How are you solicited? 
 
ANN:  What we do, we have a Holocaust education committee here, where we meet several 
times a year to organize our Yom HaShoah program.  There's one downtown we hold, where we 
have our monument erected, and then there's one in the synagogue, and the general planning of 
what we can do to bring about a greater awareness about what the Holocaust was about.  And I 
chair the speaker's bureau.  So what happens is schools -- and this is advertised -- schools call 
into the Jewish Federation, and when the call comes in, they direct it to me, and either I go 
myself -- it all depends, because most of the schools want speakers for younger children.  Like 
middle school, or sometimes even in grade school.  And there, I try to go, if possible, myself, 
because as a teacher, I can gauge the level on which you have to speak to them.  And the others, 
who can, they do very well in speaking, but they relate better to older children.  So that's where I 
have to then decide who goes where. 
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INT:  That's your major focus, is the speaker's bureau. 
 
ANN:  The speaker's bureau, within the Holocaust education committee, yes. 
 
INT:  How often do you go to speak? 
 
ANN:  Well, it depends.  Last year I added up and I went to, how many, I think over twenty 
schools in one season.  Myself, and then the others went also.  But maybe not as many.  Because 
when you're in charge of something, you have no choice.  Others can tell me, "No, sorry, I'm 
busy today," while I cannot say, "No, I can't do it."  If at all possible, as long as I'm well, I 
always go, because I feel that that's a duty and an obligation that I have, to share and to teach. 
 
INT:  No matter how hard it is? 
 
ANN:  It is never easy.  It's always at the end.  Today I spoke for instance, for this hour and a 
half, and at the end, I had tears in my eyes, because somebody asked a question about something 
that was laying there dormant for a long, long time, and then all of a sudden, you realize... 
 
INT:  There are mine fields... 
 
ANN:  Yeah, that we don't dare to touch ourselves.  I cannot help it.  It has to be done. 
 
INT:  Let's talk a little bit about the family that you came from.  Where were your parents born? 
 
ANN:  Also in the same area.  My mother was born in that same little shtetl.  When I went back 
now, I see that it's no more than a village, but it was called a shtetl in the olden days, a little 
township.  Where I was born, and I lived, and my father, even though he was born in a 
neighboring township like this, but when he was three years old his parents brought him to that 
town. And that's where he lived most of his life. 
 
INT:  So your father moved at age three to the town, and did your parents-  they must have met 
in this town. 
 
ANN:  They knew each other, this was a tiny, I just want to describe to you just what kind of a 
village it was, a shtetl. The total population was about 1,200 before the war.  Now it's bigger, it 
was built up.  And out of the 1,200, there were about 350 Jews. So you knew every single person 
in town.  And my father started dating my mother, dating, what you call today in modern days. 
Coming by the house and sitting on her stoop, when my mother was seventeen years old, and my 
father was only two years older, so he must have been nineteen, and they have seen each other 
for ten years before they got married.  And my mother said, she used to tell us the story, it took 
three years before he even touched her hand, you know?  (laughs)  But you see, you must 
understand, these were religious families, where touching a girl was not permissible.  It was not 
permitted.  So he would just come and sit there on the stoop and talk to her. 
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And then my mother had an older sister who wasn't married.  And in Europe you just did not 
jump over an older sister, because otherwise she would never get married.  So they had to wait a 
long time until the sister found a suitor, and when she got married, that's when my parents got 
married. 
 
INT:  And how old were your parents when they got married? 
 
ANN:  My mother was 27 when she got married. 
 
INT:  Ah!  She had to wait that long? 
 
ANN:  Ten years.  Ten years.  That was a long love affair.  (laughs) And my father was 29.  And 
my mother...(pause) 
 
INT:  So your parents had to wait all that time. 
 
ANN:  Wait.  And my mother was an orphan on one side.  In other words, her father was dead.  
He died... 
 
(END TAPE ONE, SIDE ONE) 
 
(TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO) 
 
ANN:  Her mother had to raise-  there were five altogether, but I think one died in infancy, so 
there were only four left.  And so she lived under very difficult conditions. 
 
INT:  How did she manage financially? 
 
ANN:  She became a baker.  She didn't know what to do.  And so one woman called her in and 
told her, "You have to raise the children.  You cannot live on the dole of the town.  You have to 
learn to do something."  And so she taught her how to bake bagels, and bagels and...certain rolls 
there, and that's what, later on they nicknamed her, "Rivka the Bekkeke." In other words, she 
used to bake.  And so what she would do, she would bake those bagelach and rolls, and on the 
market day, when there was a market day, she would go out, and she would sell enough of them, 
to have enough to get by for the rest of the week.   
 
INT:  That's remarkable. 
 
ANN:  And my grandmother was a very pretty woman, and she was a very young woman, and 
she could have remarried, because she was left a widow at the age of 32, she could have easily 
remarried. But ... 
 
INT:  She was just a few years older than her daughter was when she got married; than your 
mother was. 
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ANN:  That's right, that's right.  But I remember my mother used to tell us she had decided not to 
remarry, because she just cannot see somebody else being a father to her children, a real father to 
her children.  That she wanted to raise them herself. It goes to show that the women in those 
days, that they were very stoic, independent women, and I think my grandmother was one of 
them. 
 
INT:  Do you know anything about your mother's siblings? 
 
ANN:  Yes.  I know about every one of them.  My mother's, she had one sister, and she died in 
Vilna.  She married -- the one that was waiting to get married -- she married in Vilna, that's 
where she lived.  I remember visiting her a couple times before the war. And she had two sons, 
and they all died in Vilna in Ponary; this was the place where they used to execute all the Jews 
from Vilna. 
 
Then she had an older brother, Yossel, Joseph, they called him here.  And he emigrated to the 
United States, and he lived in Cleveland, Ohio.  That was one of the reasons probably why we 
came to the United States, because of my mother's brother. 
 
Then she had another brother, and he, too, survived the war with us.  His wife and children were 
killed, but he survived by chance.  And he stayed in Russia.  He did not come with us when we 
left Russia.  So he died there in 1956, I think.  He was still quite a young man.  Of natural causes, 
a heart attack.  So I remember them all, all my mother's siblings. 
 
INT:  What about your father's family? 
 
ANN:  My father came from a family, a Jewishly very educated, and a notorious, you would say;  
because his grandfather, and his great-grandfather were great rabbis.  They were known in the 
area.  And however, my father himself, his family was not rich at all.  Because his grandmother 
married also a scholar, who believed in one thing: just studying.  And from studying you 
cannot... 
 
INT:  No.  Usually the wife has to make a living. 
 
ANN:  She did.  She did.  She worked, my grandmother worked, and she's the one who made the 
living, and he just sat there and studied, day and night.  And so he also wasn't from a wealthy 
family.  But because my father was a learned man, he could have married a wealthy girl, and had 
the dowry, a very big dowry.  But he gave up all that, the dowry, and everything that would 
come with it, you know, because he was in love with my grandmother, and he waited for so long 
to marry a poor girl, just because he was convinced that it was the right person for him. 
 
INT:  So you had two grandmothers who were both very independent women in a sense, in that 
they made the living for the family. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  I always felt that women, when need be, even though here, you know, 
women are the weaker ones, and they always depend on a husband to...but when necessary 
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women can be very strong and very resourceful, and they are the ones, they feel that they are the 
backbone of the family, and they have to take care of things. 
 
INT:  Now, you say your family was observant. 
 
ANN:  Yes.  Everybody was in Europe, in small towns. 
 
INT:  And your parents got married.  You said your mother was 27, and your father was 29.  
Then what happened? 
 
ANN:  And they immediately, next year, they had a child, you know. 
 
INT:  Who was the first child? 
 
ANN:  My brother that lives in Israel now, Meir.  He was the first child.  And then there was 
another one that perished in the Holocaust.  His name was Herzel.  Then I came, the third one, 
after two boys I was the first girl, and my parents were overjoyed to have a girl. (laughs)  Chana.  
 
INT:  Who are you named for? 
 
ANN:  I'm named for an aunt really.  My father was a religious Zionist, and he wanted to give 
me a Hebrew name. But the pressure in the town was so great, that you have to, and an aunt 
came and said that you have to, this and this aunt just died, and you have to, if you have a girl, 
you have to name after her, because there's nobody to name after her.  So he named me Chana 
because he felt that this, too, was a nice Hebrew name.  And after me came two years later, in 
Europe you had children every two years, practically because you nursed the children.  As long 
as you nursed them, you didn't get pregnant, and then you got pregnant. After me came the twins.  
And that was my sister Mina and Yehoshua - Joshua, my brother.  A boy and a girl. 
 
INT:  Did they both survive? 
 
ANN:  Yes, yes.   
 
INT:  They both survived childhood. 
 
ANN:  Yes.  My sister was born two and a half kilos.  That is, how much is, no, that's actually 
not so bad?  Yeah, I think that's what my mother said. 
 
INT:  Is that a pound?  Two and a half pounds? 
 
ANN:  No, no. 
 
INT:  Less than that? 
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ANN:  More.  Two pounds, a kilo is a little bit more than two pounds.  So that's four, five, 
actually to them it looked like a tiny little baby.  But she survived, and she was fine, and she 
survived the Holocaust with us.  As I mentioned, my sister died about ten years ago from 
leukemia. 
 
INT:  This is the sister Mina. 
 
ANN:  Mina, right.  And then, well, my baby brother is ten years younger than I am, but it was 
eight years later, it was like, my mother said it was a change of life baby.  Ten days before the 
war my baby brother was born.  His Jewish name is Zundel, but when he came to this country, he 
started calling himself Sheldon, and that's what he calls himself, Shelly, now.  He lives in Israel, 
now. 
 
INT:  From Zundel, to Sheldon, to Shelly. 
 
ANN:  Right.  He lives in Israel now, and he never changed his name back to a Hebrew name.  
He calls himself Shelly. 
 
INT:  What was your family name? 
 
ANN:  Swirski. 
 
INT:  Spell that for me. 
 
ANN:  S-w-i-r-s-k-i.  And it comes from, there's a big lake near us called Swir, and when the 
people were required to assume surnames, most of the people that lived around that lake, Swirski 
means belonging to that lake of Swir.  And there were many Polish people, that's a typical Polish 
name.  Many Polish people, and a few Jewish people had that name Swirski. 
 
INT:  I've come across people named Swersky. 
 
ANN:  Swerksy, yeah.  The same name, the same name.  There was even a general in France, 
who called himself Deswerski.  And I can tell you that his ancestors came probably from the 
same place, but he acquired the "De" you know, to make it sound French.  (laughs) 
 
INT:  Did I ask you about your father's family?  Did he have any brothers and sisters? 
 
ANN:  Yes.  My father had, now there were a couple, either one or two that died very young.  
And I know something about them.  I know just that they were very artistic kids.  But I know the 
siblings that have survived.  And they are one brother that came here to the United States, the 
one that I met, which is Uncle Herman; Chaim in Yiddish.  Then he had two sisters that perished 
in the Holocaust.  One older one, that lived in the neighboring town, and then a younger one, 
who had gotten married just shortly before the war and had a baby, and they were one of the first 
ones to be killed.  That was my father's family. 
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INT:  So what was it like on a holiday, or even on Shabbas?  Who got together, and what went 
on? 
 
ANN:  Well, everybody really was in their own house.  It was not, in these little shtetls, it was 
not like here. You invite people over for Shabbas.  Shabbas was something that, you know, the 
men went to the synagogue to pray before Shabbas started and my mother and my grandmother - 
my grandmother on my mother's side lived with us in the same house - and they would prepare 
of course, for Shabbas, and everybody knew things had to be, you know, tidied up, and 
everything done on time.  I mean, this was a town where there was no electricity, so the lamps 
had to be lit, you know, so that they will be able to see how to get to bed, there should be enough 
kerosene in it.  And everything, getting dressed for Shabbas.  It was no such thing, as you know, 
you came down to Shabbas dinner in your shlumpy clothes.  You know, whatever you had, even 
if it was one dress, one clean dress, you went up quickly, and you changed into Shabbasdik 
clothes, and you sit down at the table.  And we already would hear my father as he was coming 
down the street, he would always sing, "Shalom Aleichem."   
 
And the custom was, you know, there were a lot of people that would travel, very often, through 
town.  And they would come to the synagogue.  And whoever chose, or was able to, would bring 
a guest to his Shabbas table.  And if there were guests in the synagogue, he would bring them 
home for a Shabbas meal. 
 
INT:  That's where people would go for the Shabbas service, and then anybody who was there... 
 
ANN:  Who was there to bring them home. 
 
INT:  Of course you always knew who a stranger was, because the town was so small. 
 
ANN:  Well, sometimes there were strangers.  Oh, sure, they would make themselves known, 
because they were looking for a place to stay over Shabbas.  And we would always know, my 
mother used to say she would recognize by the way my father sang (laughter) whether he is 
coming home with a guest or not.  Whether she needs to put an extra plate on the table. 
 
INT:  How old were you at this time, that you remember? 
 
ANN:  Well, this was, I was a child, but I remember.  This was even before.  I mean, we always 
had a Shabbas dinner, even when the Russians came later on and occupied our...but this was 
probably even before the Russians came, and they came in 1939, so I was an eight year old child.  
So I remember. 
 
INT:  That's old enough to remember pretty well. 
 
ANN:  Yeah.  Seven, eight years old.  I remember, these are your childhood memories that you 
don't forget.  But I remember one thing, that as a child, my parents had such a wonderful 
relationship with each other.  There was always great respect for one another, and there was 
always, you know, openly showing their affection for each other.  My father never walked away 
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from the table without going over to my mother and kissing her on the head and saying, "Thank 
you.  Thank you Chavele."  Her name was Chava.  "Thank you Chavale, for a wonderful meal."  
He was a true gentleman. 
 
INT:  Did your parents ever have any disagreements?  What happened then? 
 
ANN:  You know, if they had some disagreements, they probably discussed it quietly; never in 
front of us.  Never.  I thought that growing up and seeing my parents, and the way they inter-
related to each other, I thought this is what you see in the movies on television today.  You 
know, this, not what you see today in the soap operas, but what you used to see in the olden days. 
 
INT:  The courtliness, and the respect. 
 
ANN:  How proper the parents were to each other. 
 
INT:  What did your father do for a living? 
 
ANN:  My father was what I would call maybe a small merchant.  He did what everybody else, 
tried to make a living, because he was a “yeshiva bocher,” what you call.  They're not equipped 
to do anything.  He was not an artisan, or a tradesman.  And it was very important to my mother 
that he be some kind of a businessman, so this was the “yichus.”[pedigree, lineage]   
 
My mother was a seamstress.  She learned to do it when she was a young girl.  And she actually 
earned enough for the family to sustain ourselves through her sewing. 
 
INT:  Do you think that your mother saw your grandmother... 
 
ANN:  As a role model? 
 
INT:  And her mother-in-law, too? 
 
ANN:  Well, people did what they had to do.  My mother was, you know, she was a very capable 
girl.  Could do anything with her hands, and she saw that her mother was struggling to make a 
living by baking those rolls, and the bagelach.  So she learned very young in life to do 
something, and so she went to a seamstress, and she worked as an apprentice, and learned how to 
do it, and she was a very quick study, and so she started doing it, and did beautiful work, and 
people preferred her to anybody else.  So she actually had always more than enough work. 
 
INT:  So even with the babies and all, she managed to... 
 
ANN:  Because her mother lived with us, and she helped out, and that's how she could do it.  
And so she always pushed my father to do some business.  And some of the things that he did, 
primarily what he would do, and that was a wintertime thing.  And we lived on one of the largest 
lakes in Poland. 
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INT:  Swirski. 
 
ANN:  Swirski. It was, the lake was actually called, Swir was another lake nearby.  The one that 
we were born on was Naroch.  I was just there this summer; one of the most beautiful lakes.  And 
the fishermen would go out and catch fish, and he would get up at dawn and meet the fishermen 
as they would bring down the fish and buy it from them, and send it or take it to the big city and 
resell it.  So he was kind of a middleman, you know, for the fishermen there.  And this is how he 
would probably earn some money. 
 
INT:  This was during the winter.  What about the rest of the year? 
 
ANN:  The summertime, what most people did, is in Yiddish it's called "gehandelt."  They 
would do some kind of business, whatever it is.  Most of the time it was buying the fruits of an 
orchard. In other words, the orchard belonged to a Christian man, probably, and they would 
ahead of the season say, "I'm buying the fruit from your orchard for this job."  And if it was a 
good year, and if it was a good crop, and they too would then pack it in boxes and send it off to 
the big cities to be sold. 
 
INT:  And that's what your father did. 
 
ANN:   Yeah. 
 
INT:  Isn't that remarkable, the resourcefulness that some of these people? 
 
ANN:  There's no choice, because there's nothing to do. If you had some kind of a trade, like you 
were a shoemaker, a tailor, or a capmaker, whatever it is, a tinsmith, you earned a living through 
doing that.  My father spent all his years in the yeshiva studying.  So he never learned a trade. So 
these kind of people had no choice but to resort to this small type of business.  Some of them had 
stores, but I don't think my parents were wealthy enough to invest the money into building up a 
store.  So that's what he did. 
 
INT:  You always had enough to eat? 
 
ANN:  Yes.  Not only did we have enough to eat, but I remember my mother always sharing 
with less fortunate people.  You know, came the Shabbas, she would invite, there was many, 
many poor people. And I remember Friday morning she would run through the town and collect 
money for those poor widows, where you had to give them just enough to buy for the Shabbas, 
you know, so they could make something in the house.  Or bring; we had a huge garden near our 
house, and we had all our own vegetables all summer long, and it was enough for the winter.  So 
if she had, I remember during the summer, for sure, she would share always with those who 
didn't have these kinds of things.  And even during the wintertime, when somebody would come 
and they needed, there was no such thing as selling.  If a poor person came that didn't have, you 
gave it to them.  And ... 
 
INT:  What a wonderful example. 
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ANN:  Yes.  This is why I felt, you know, that my parents have been really wonderful teachers 
by example to us; to all the children. 
 
INT:  (pause)  I think we covered your family pretty well.  Did you go, did the family members 
go to a private school, or what kind of school was provided for the children?  Now your older 
brothers, they were ahead of you, so they had more education. 
 
ANN:  I'll tell you how it was.  There was a Jewish school, where all the Jewish children went, 
until a certain age.  I don't remember whether it was maybe until fifth grade.  That's all the 
Jewish school went to.  And if you went beyond fifth grade, then you had to go to the public 
school.  And my older brother is the only one that I remember before the war, that he went to the 
public school.  He was old enough to graduate, have graduated from the Hebrew school.  And 
everyone was assessed a certain amount of money, because every Jewish child was entitled to go 
to the Jewish school, whether they had the money or not.  And this is how it was run in a little 
shtetl like this; that those who could afford a little bit more, had to pay for the ones that could not 
afford. Because I remember my father saying that for each child that he sends to school, he has to 
pay for another child.  You know, even though we were also not, we were by far not wealthy 
people, but he understood his obligations to the community, and everybody did it without 
complaining. 
 
INT:  So you saw yourself as what, middle class? 
 
ANN:  Probably, in Europe, in a little shtetl like this, if you did not receive charity, you were 
considered middle class.  We had our own house.  It wasn't a very big house, but it was 
nevertheless our own house.  And we had a large piece of land around it, where we had our big 
vegetable garden, and my father has planted a huge orchard around it.  So that we had enough 
fruits also, not just for the summer, but I remember we were sitting and stringing apples, drying 
out apples so that we'll have dried apples for the wintertime to make a compote.  To make a, you 
know, and plums, drying them out and so forth. 
 
INT:  So you lived partially from the land, partially from what your mother earned. 
 
ANN:  My mother's earnings.  And my father's earnings, the way I remember it, were not very 
great, and I'll tell you why.  There were times when he would earn well, but then there were 
times when he would lose a lot of money, because we dealt with perishable merchandise.  And if, 
let's say, you didn't have ice to pack it in, and if the weather turned all of a sudden warm, and 
you had fish standing for two days, and it spoiled, so that you had to throw it away, and you lost 
all your money.  But I remember my mother never let him get into despair.  She always used to 
say, "Don't worry.  You lost it, so I'll work a little harder. I'll make it up."  And she always bailed 
out all the losses with her hard work. 
 
INT:  Well, now, you told me about how your parents got along with one another.  What about 
the rest of your family members? How did you and your brothers and sister get along? 
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ANN:  A very close-knit family.  Very close-knit family.  I remember, I mean, there was no such 
thing as not caring for a sibling, you know.  We each one knew that the older one had to take 
care of the younger one, until the very last baby.  That was in childhood.  And of course, later on, 
after the war, we felt that we are so fortunate.  We are one of the very, very few families who 
survived with our parents, and so my parents have opened up really their door to all the orphans 
that were around. Anybody who needed help, they understood how tough it was for anybody -  
especially if you were left a young person alone without parents.  So I remember our table was 
always set for anybody who would wander in announced or unannounced. 
 
INT:  This was after the war. 
 
ANN:  After the war, yeah. 
 
INT:  Now when you and your siblings were growing up, can you remember...? 
 
ANN:  Fighting?  No such thing.  No such thing because Grandmother ruled the house. 
 
INT:  What would happen if you started fighting? 
 
ANN:  Grandmother would come over and she would say, "Quiet."  And if you didn't listen, you 
would get a “knip.”  You know what a “knip” is?  A pinch. (laughter)  She didn't bother.   
 
INT:  One warning, and then the knip! 
 
ANN:  We knew she loved us very much, but there was no such thing as not listening to a 
grandmother or a parent.  When they said that enough is enough, then you knew that it's time to 
stop. 
 
INT:  So you had three adults, really.  You had your grandmother.  Did your father discipline 
you at all? 
 
ANN:  Never.  Never.  My father was a very kind man.  He wouldn't be able to even raise a hand 
on a child. (laughs)  If a beating was coming, it was my mother who had to do it, and he would 
run out of the house, because he couldn't face it! (laughs) 
 
INT:  And when did your mother have occasion to give you a "farflusk." [a slap] 
 
ANN:  My mother?  I don't remember her ever giving me.  But my older brother, I remember at 
one time, when he didn't listen, I remember he got a good whacking.  And we had to stand there 
and watch it, so that we will know, that for not listening, this is what you get. (laughs) 
 
INT:  Did it work? 
 
ANN:  Probably.  He turned out to be a fine young man. 
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INT:  But did it work on the rest of you, too?  
 
ANN:  Probably.  This is when you were a child.  I remember just one thing, that my brother, the 
one that was killed, when he saw that my brother was taking the punishment, and he felt sorry for 
him, so he came up to my mother and he said, "Hit me instead of him."  That she should let him 
go.  That he'll take the punishment instead.  So I know there was a lot of love and kindness in 
everyone for one another. 
 
INT:  So it sounds like this didn't happen often, then. 
 
ANN:  No, no.  That's the only occasion that I remember. 
 
INT:  And so you don't remember, of course you have no way of remembering your mother’s, 
your mother's father, but you do remember your father's parents. 
 
ANN:  Only the mother.  The father died also before I was born. Both my grandfathers died 
before I was born. 
 
INT:  Was your father's mother involved in your life a little bit? 
 
ANN:  No, no.  She was a different type of person.  We didn't even like coming to her house, 
because she was a very strict individual, and when we came to her house, you couldn't touch this, 
and you couldn't touch that, and you had to only behave in a certain way.  So even though she 
lived in the same town, and Shabbas after we would eat, this was an obligatory thing, we would 
take a walk and we'd go to see Grandma.  But we did not feel the same way about her the way 
we felt about.. 
 
INT:  How did she treat your mother?  Did she forgive your father for having married down? 
 
ANN:  I don't know.  I don't know.  My mother never complained. She just, you know, I know 
that it was not a close relationship. But my mother never complained.  She knew that she was her 
husband's mother, and respect was due her for this reason, and would come with us always to the 
visits.  But I don't know how much affection of love was there between the two of them. 
 
INT:  Probably respect, but... 
 
ANN:  Respect, but I don't know whether there was a-  certainly not a close relationship.  And it 
had to do probably a lot with the fact that my father had two sisters, and one married extremely 
poor and needed help, and the other one was not married at all yet at that time when Grandma 
lived, and she felt that my father had to help with everything.  And he helped as much as he 
could, but he himself could not have done it, so it was all on my mother's shoulders, you 
understand?  So for this reason, when the other grandmother would come with demands for her 
other daughters, she felt that it was unfair.  And I think this was probably one of the reasons why 
they did not develop a close relationship.  Because my mother was a very good person, and she 
would have probably, if the other one would have let her, she would probably be close to her.  
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But she was probably a colder individual.  She died in 1938, so I was only seven years old. I 
remember what she looked like, and I remember coming to her house, and I remember her being 
a hypochondriac, because she always thought that she was always dying of heart failure.  And 
every time she would send somebody to tell her son that she is dying again, you had to run and 
get the doctor. (laughter)  And the doctor was very expensive, you understand? And it all came 
out from my mother's work, most of the time.   
 
INT:  I think psychiatrists today would have had a field day with her. 
 
ANN:  Yes.  But everyone did what they had to, that's it. 
 
INT:  Did you have any special friends that you remember, from your childhood? 
 
ANN:  (sadly)  Oh, yes.  Yes.  I do have, as a matter of fact, this is what brought tears to my 
eyes, when I spoke today, and somebody asked me, you know, about my childhood friends, and I 
had, you know, one special girlfriend.  One, I had many special, but one that I was very, lived 
right next door.  And when I remembered how she was taken away, it was very painful for me. 
 
INT:  What was her name? 
 
ANN:  Rochele. 
 
INT:  Rochele?  Rachel.  So Rachel. So you and she liked to play together?  What kind of games 
did you play? 
 
ANN:  Every moment that we had free we would spend together; any kind of game.  Who ever 
had toys?  You would just improvise with anything that we would find in the yard.  That was a 
game. 
 
INT:  Use your imagination. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  I remember what we particularly liked in Sukkot; when they would build a 
sukkah, we would pretend that this was our little house, and we would beg the parents not to take 
it apart for a long time so that we could play in it and have it as our little special house, you 
know, hiding place, and we would probably bring together there little things, whatever we could 
find in the house, and pretend we are eating there, or doing things there. 
 
INT:  That sounds wonderful.  Well, let's see, some of these questions we've really talked about. 
 
(END TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO) 
 
(TAPE TWO, SIDE ONE) 
 
INT:  We were talking about your family of origin.  What is your earliest childhood memory, 
when you think back? 
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ANN:  Yes, I remember.  The things that I remember, fondly remember, is how we used to go 
with Grandmother to the forest, to collect berries and mushrooms.  She would take all the kids.  
She wanted to take us out of the house and take us off my mother's and my uncle's hands, and 
there were six kids on one side of the family, and six kids on the other side.  And she would 
gather us all up. 
 
INT:  This is your mother's mother. 
 
ANN:  My mother's mother.  And she would get up at dawn, because she would say, "That's 
when you find the best mushrooms." You know, they first come out under the moss.  And she 
would carry this huge, huge basket on her hand, and a big apron, and we'd just have a big piece 
of bread in the pocket of that apron, and she would take us all through the forest, and each one of 
us had a little cup in our hands, and we would go and collect berries, you know, blueberries and 
wild strawberries.  Those little ones - they were very sweet.  And we would bring it to Grandma.  
As soon as we'd fill up our little cup, we'd bring it to Grandma and put it in her basket.  And the 
mushrooms on one side, and the berries on the other side, and we would go like this for hours, 
collect berries in the forest.   
 
And then after we would be done, we would all sit ourselves down on a fallen tree, or on the 
ground, and Grandma would take out that slice of bread that she brought, and she would cut up 
each one a piece of bread, and she would give each one some berries, and that was our lunch. 
(laughs) We would eat a picnic, so to say, in the forest.  And then slowly, we would make our 
way home.  And that was a festive day, because as soon as we would bring all those goodies, my 
mother would immediately cook a big mushroom soup, and everybody would eat. And then 
came the evening, the cooking of the berries for the wintertime.  You know, with the sugar, to 
can it. 
 
INT:  To preserve it. 
 
ANN:  To preserve it.  Yeah, so we would have a marmalade for the winter.  And these are some 
of my early recollections with my grandmother. Other than that, going to school I remember.  
Always waiting, my father would travel quite a bit.  Always waiting for Daddy to come home, 
you know.  Maybe he would bring from the city, because when you're in a small town, to bring 
us something that's different what we cannot have in our little shtetl.  And those were the before 
the war memories. 
 
INT:  How far away was the forest from where you lived? 
 
ANN:  Very close.  All those villages are surrounded with tremendous forests.  And my 
grandmother was also born and raised in that area.  And so she would take us to one of the 
forests where she was born, and where she used to go, near a village where she used to go and 
collect berries.  
 
INT:  She knew all the good places. 



 23 

 
ANN:  She knew all the good places, right, and that's why she would take us there. 
 
INT:  That's wonderful.  Were there any dreams that you had as a child that your remember you 
would have? 
 
ANN:  As a child, I really don't remember.  I know I was afraid of dogs, not to be bitten by a 
dog, because everybody had dogs, and they would jump on you, and sometimes they would bite 
you; so if I ever dreamt, it was always that a dog is jumping on me. This is the type of dream that 
you would dream as a child. Other than that, also, you know, because it was such a small place, 
at night, you know, we had an outhouse.  We didn't have any toilet facilities in the house.  So at 
night, when you had to go down, you went down in the kitchen, there was some kind of a pail or 
something, and that's where you went, and then it was thrown away in the morning in the 
outhouse.  And I remember if I had to go down at night, I would always be scared, because it 
was so dark in the house, and through the window, if it was a moonlit night, you could see the 
birch trees in the cemetery, of the cemetery. And my imagination would run away, you know, 
because in the Jewish religion, you bury people not like here, but you bury them in white 
shrouds.  And I would always think, are these the dead people walking around in their white 
clothing?   (laughs) As a child, these were, you know, scary memories of childhood. 
 
INT:  You were a very imaginative child. (laughter) We probably touched on part of this.  Were 
there any family losses before the war? 
 
ANN:  I just remember my grandmother dying in 1938. 
 
INT:  She died of natural causes? 
 
ANN:  She had a heart attack. 
 
INT:  Oh, the heart finally got her!   
 
ANN:  Finally, yeah. 
 
INT:  That's a real one. (laughs) 
 
ANN:  Yes.  I think that's what she died of, because that's what they said.  And other than that, I 
don't know anyone that has died.  I don't even remember anybody in our shtetl dying as a child.  
While when my mother was a young kid, and my father, there were a lot of children.  Because 
my mother had, let's say one of her siblings died in infancy, and my father had a brother who 
died very young, at the age of eighteen.  And I think there was another stillborn, I don't 
remember exactly.  But when I was a child, I don't even remember anyone in our shtetl dying as 
a child. 
 
INT:  So generally there was less disease, or less...? 
 



 24 

ANN:  Probably.  Probably.  People learned already how to take care, and how to...you know, to 
do the right thing. And maybe they could afford a doctor already.  So when someone got sick... 
 
INT:  Even if your mother did have to pay for it!  And you were, in terms of affection, you were 
telling me about the affection that your mother and your father showed to... 
 
ANN:  To all of us; to mother, and the children, too.  To the children, my father was such an 
affectionate person.  I mean, when he came home, he found room on his lap for all the kids to sit 
on.  And he was a very exceptional individual. 
 
INT:  It certainly sounds that way.  If you had to describe it, what was the family philosophy?  
Was there a philosophy of life in your family? 
 
ANN:  You know, I never thought of it, but I knew there is only one thing.  Our door was always 
open, and sharing and giving to others, and that was -- my mother and my father were both 
extremely good-natured and kind people.  I've never seen a selfish bone in any one of them.  I 
remember, I mean, when I said we had enough to eat, but let's say on Shabbas when my mother 
would make a big babka, what's called, a cake, a big one.  And I will tell you, if my mother gave 
it to us, I could sit down and eat the whole thing myself.  But of course, it was cut in portions, 
and each one got a portion, and we had it in the morning with a coffee.  And I remember when 
my neighbor's little girl, and they did not have such a thing, because they didn't even have a 
decent stove in their, or oven in their house.  So her mother -- she was an only child -- wouldn't 
even bake.  So Saturday morning, when she would go with her father to shul, my mother would 
stop her and she would say, "Come into the house."  And she knew that she didn't have anything 
like this.  And she would save a portion and give to that little girl, she should sit down and have a 
piece of cake and warm milk. 
 
INT:  So she didn't wait for people to ask. 
 
ANN:  Always, my mother was the first one for anyone who needed.  She delivered probably 
most of the children in town. 
 
INT:  Really! 
 
ANN:  Yeah. 
 
INT:  How did she learn that?  She must have had to sew up! 
 
ANN:  They didn't bother sewing up in those days.  All you needed to do is know how to cut the 
cord, and how to keep it clean. Most people couldn't afford a doctor.  And I guess after the first 
child that was born, or the second one, she learned how to do it, and everybody knew already 
that if a woman was going in childbirth, that you ran and you called my [mother] - I remember 
her being woken up in the middle of the night - and called to deliver children; to help deliver 
children.  She wasn't the only one; there were others.  But she was always also called to help.  So 
even though, you had many functions in a little shtetl like this. 
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INT:  Isn't that remarkable, what people found in themselves? 
 
ANN:  Yes.  And this I remember always.  It was not -- she would go Thursday afternoon, late 
afternoon, and collect money from the richer families, and early Friday morning, she would 
bring it in quietly, and I remember her saying, "I didn't want them to know, I don't want them to 
know who gave, what gave, I just left it on the table and I walked out." 
 
INT:  That's the highest form of charity. 
 
ANN:  For those people who could not afford to... 
 
INT:  And not know who it came from. 
 
ANN:  Where it came from, yeah. 
 
INT:  It's marvelous to have had that in your heritage as a child. 
 
ANN:  Yeah. 
 
INT:  Okay.  (pause)  The next section deals with life before the war.  What would be a typical 
day for you? 
 
ANN:  For a child? 
 
INT:  For you when you were a child? 
 
ANN:  It depends whether it's in the summer or the wintertime. Summertime life was very easy, 
because it was warm, and you climbed right out of bed.  And of course, you doubled up. I slept 
always with my sister.  There was not enough room for each child to have their own bed.  And 
you would just climb out, and mother was up already before dawn, and she already managed, 
probably, to boil the potatoes, and milk, and some cheese, and she would feed us before, and we 
would get the day started.  If it was in the summertime. And then Grandma would again take 
charge of us, take charge of us, and bring us into the garden, and teach us how to weed the 
garden, because she believed that we need to know it, and we need to help.  So this would 
probably be in the summertime.   
 
But then in the wintertime, it's a different story; because you didn't even want to crawl out of 
bed.  The kind of ovens that we had, we would heat up the house before you go to bed, and then 
in the morning, by the time you slept under a down blanket.  And in the morning when you 
would get up, the winters are extremely cold there.  It was very cold in the house, and there's no 
such thing as sleepers or housecoats.  You know, what we have today to crawl out.  So you 
quickly, you dressed as fast as you could, and as many layers as you could, you know, to keep 
warm. And then probably run into the room, the dining room.  And just probably be fed by 
Mother, and take off for school.  And go to school.   
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And always the older brother took care of the younger ones, and he would wait until we were 
ready, and grab us by the hand, and drag us to school. Take care of us. 
 
Then you come back from school, and I would imagine that everyone was busy with whatever 
they could, whatever they needed. If it was homework, so you did a little homework.  If it wasn't 
homework, I remember my mother kept us busy all the time.  She didn't want us to idle, or to.. 
 
INT:  The devil makes work for idle hands. 
 
ANN:  And so I remember, because she was a seamstress, and she wanted us around, so she 
would teach us how to embroider, and how to do things. 
 
INT:  So you learned how to do that? 
 
ANN:  Yes, and she would put us down around her, so that we will sit there.  And I remember as 
a child she showed me how to do things, give me a little piece of material swatch with a needle. 
"Just be careful.  Don't stick your finger." And she would show us how to do it, so we would, and 
we took such pride in being able to do that.  Yeah, I remember.  And Grandmother would sit 
down right next to you, and she would teach you how to crochet, or how to knit, and that's how 
we kept busy in the wintertime.  Always, always had to do something and help out.  There was 
no such thing as toys to play with, in those little townships. If a neighbor's kid came over, if a 
friend came over, so she kept them busy, too, with something. 
 
INT:  There was not really leisure time.  Everything was, time was all filled. 
 
ANN:  We were fortunate.  My father loved books, so we had a little library.  When I say a little 
library, to compare with a library that we have today, it was very, very little. But the few books 
that he acquired were always there in a big shelf, and he would always say, "Pick up a book.  
And if you cannot read, just look at the pictures."  If you're big enough to read, it was for every 
age level, you start reading. 
 
INT:  Did your father teach you anything that he had learned during the years in yeshiva? 
 
ANN:  I was too young for that.  But I remember when we would go to bed, my father would 
always come in to tuck us in and tell us a story from the Bible.  So I knew all those Bible stories.  
This is the kind of story that he would put me to bed with.  And we would love, especially the 
story about Samson, and about King David, and about Queen Esther and what not.  So he would 
always, whenever he was home, he would be there to tuck us in, and to tell us a Bible story.  
Which was also very fond memories, you know, with my parents. 
 
My mother was a wonderful person, but she didn't have the time. The burden fell on her to do 
everything.  You know, to do the washes, to do the cleaning, to do the cooking; and in such 
primitive conditions.  And yet she did it all. 
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INT:  Do you remember what - did you have any idea of what you wanted to do when you grew 
up? 
 
ANN:  As a child, as soon as you start school, you dream of being a teacher.  I think all children 
do.  But then as time progressed, and I became older, and I remember after the war, because after 
all, after the war, I was only thirteen years old.  Well, the war for me ended in '44.  I was 
thirteen.  And then a year later I was fourteen years old when the war altogether ended.  And at 
that time, I remember one of my role models was a neighbor of mine, a Jewish woman who was 
a pharmacist. And that's what I wanted. I thought it was such a nice profession for a woman to 
have, and I wanted to be a pharmacist. 
 
INT:  But as a child you wanted to be a teacher. 
 
ANN:  I think every child wants to be a teacher.  (laughs) 
   
INT:  Did...well, it's a question about whether you were different or like anybody else in your 
family. 
 
ANN:  Each child, you see, for some reason, we are all born with our own natures.  And my 
sister, who's two years younger, was very pampered by everyone in the family, because she was 
very pretty as a child.  But I was never, never jealous of her. You know, I don't remember ever 
being jealous of her.  Because they would carry her in the hands, and say, "Oy, look at her. She 
has big black eyes," you know.  And I was a skinny, tall kid.  I mean, even if there was some 
kind of a drop of decent looks in me, but because I was so skinny and so tall as a child, I looked 
a kind of, just to give you an example, my nickname was "Der Shteten [shtekel?]."  Like a stick.  
You know. (laughs)  Because I was tall and thin.   
 
INT:  (laughs) Oh.  How flattering!   
 
ANN:  But it never bothered me.  It never bothered me, for some reason.  It was she who wanted 
her ears pierced, my sister, and she had them pierced, because she wanted to look pretty.  To me, 
you couldn't pay me to have it done.  I didn't care.  I remember always wanting... 
 
INT:  You were a tomboy? 
 
ANN:  I could do almost anything, it seems to me.  Sure, we all were tomboys, not just I.  But I 
remember always wanting to help Mother and Grandmother, so that I will be praised, too, for 
something.  So when pots needed to be scrubbed, I would say, "Can I take it to the river?"  
Because where did you go, you went down to the river, and with straw, you made from 
straw...a... 
 
INT:  Scrubbing pad? 
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ANN:  Scrubbing pad.  And with sand, and you would scrub it until it shined.  And I remember 
feeling so proud if I went down to the river.  And after I scrubbed a pot that was so clean, and 
Mother would be satisfied with the job, that was a terrific thing for me.  
 
INT:  It's hard to.. 
 
ANN:  Imagine in today's world what the world in the old country was like in a little shtetl.  
Right. 
 
INT:  Now tell me, did you have any experiences of anti-Semitism in your shtetl? 
 
ANN:  Yes. That was always, always there. 
 
INT:  When did you first become aware of that? 
 
ANN:  As a child.  When you went to school.  You knew that on a Christian holiday, you just did 
not go out of the house. Mother would say, "Stay in."  Because chances were that our Christian 
neighbors, with whom we were really friendly, that their kids would probably come by with 
rocks and throw them at you, and call you "Christ-killers."  Because this was something that was 
openly taught, in schools, and in the church, and at home; that the Jews are the Christ killers.  
They are to be disliked and hated. 
 
INT:  So there were children who could be your friends... 
 
ANN:  One day... 
 
INT:  How did you handle that?  How were you able to live with that inconsistency? 
 
ANN:  You simply knew, you simply knew that you were Jewish, and when you were Jewish 
you were a second-class citizen, and you had to stay out of the way of the Christians.  And that's 
it in a little shtetl like this.  You did everything you could to befriend them.  And I remember my 
mother was friends with some of the families up the street; the Christian families, where she 
would do things for them, any time they needed something.  They knew they could call on her, 
and she would always do things for them.  And it is these same friends' children that later would 
come by and call us "dirty Jew," or throw rocks at us. And you know, she was even reluctant to 
go and tell the parents, because she was afraid that the consequences will be even worse; that the 
kid won't like it, and then do it even more. So we did feel the anti-Semitism.  Especially after 
1938, where the Polish nationalists, it was a vibration of what was happening in Nazi Germany.  
When they started to stand around the Jewish shops, and shout constantly, "Jews, go to 
Palestine!"  You know?  "Jews, get out of here.  We don't need you.  Jews, you are the 
bloodsuckers," and so forth.  You know, that's when we became aware that things are very bad.  
Anybody who could, tried to get out.  But there was no place one could go. 
 
INT:  How did this affect your father's business?  He dealt with Christians. 
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ANN:  Sure.  But you see, the village people, were the more primitive people.  They didn't go to 
church, were a lot more “mentshlich,”[better people] where you know, you dealt with them.  My 
father did them a lot of favors, and so they always knew, you know, where you could come, 
where you could find a place to sleep over, and to have a meal; and because they were very poor, 
those fishermen, too.  And my father, if he had a few zlotys, which was the Polish money, saved, 
what he would do, he would go and buy new nets, and bring it to the fishermen.  And he would 
give it to them, and he would say, "Look.  I know you don't have money.  Catch fish.  I will, as I 
buy the fish from you, you will slowly pay me out, because you need the tools to work."  And 
they appreciated it very much.  Because a farmer who had nothing could not get enough credit to 
buy a new net or something like that. So he showed a lot of kindness to them, and these are the 
people who later on in the war years, helped us really, with our survival. 
 
INT:  But it was the people closest to you who were the ones who made the most trouble. 
 
ANN:  That's right; the ones in the shtetl, who lived in the shtetl, and sometimes they would 
bring in instigators from outside, that were not even local people.  And the anti-Semitism was 
felt, as a child, I remember very much so.  My older brother, who already went to a Christian 
school, to the public school, what we call.  I remember we always, my mother would run ahead 
and see to it that the kids don't beat him up on the way home; the Christian children, because 
Jewish kids were a very easy target.  First of all, Jewish kids didn't fight back.  I have a cousin 
who's a few years older than myself, and I just met him on a trip, when we went back to my 
hometown.  And I asked him, "How come you were the only one who wasn't afraid of the 
Christian kids?"  He says, "What do you mean?  I was afraid like everybody else."  But in those 
days, you carried your books to school in a wooden box, you know, like a little carrying case, 
made out of wood.  So he said, "I made sure that my schoolbag, that wooden schoolbag, I always 
carried an extra rock in it to make it heavy. And I would go very quietly, I never ran from them.  
And as soon as I would see one of them sneaking up in back of me, I would take that wooden 
box, and I would swing it back.  And when they saw that they cannot start up with me, that's 
when they left me alone." 
 
INT:  Were you personally afraid? 
 
ANN:  Yes.  I remember being afraid.  I do remember that I was personally never beaten up.  My 
brother, my older brother was. But I was not.  But I was afraid, of course - especially on a 
Sunday, when they would come from the villages and start drinking.  And when they were 
drunk, it very often happened, that they either would fight with each other, or the easy target was 
a Jewish home; to come by and break the windows.  (pause) 
 
INT:  How old were you when the actual persecutions began? 
 
ANN:  The Nazis marched into my hometown in 1941, so I was exactly ten years old, because I 
was born in 1931.  
 
INT:  And what did your family do at this point?  Do you remember?  What was going on in 
your house? 
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ANN:  As soon as the war broke out, we had a very short span there, like about ten days.  My 
father was a person who read the paper, and he knew what was going on in Germany, and he 
said, "Jews, things are going to be very bad for us. Let's escape if at all possible."  Now some of 
our neighbors were very cynical and said, "Huh, all of a sudden you become a communist?"  The 
only place to run was Russia, you understand?  "So all of a sudden you became a lover of the 
Reds?"  It's not that my father was a lover of the Reds, he saw this was the only route to escape.  
And he says, "No, you know what's happening in Germany. The same thing is gonna happen 
here.  We must run.  We must get out."  But how could one run?  You live in a little shtetl. 
You're a family with so many, six little kids.  The only mode of transportation was a horse and 
buggy. 
 
INT:  You just had a baby -- your mother... 
 
ANN:  And my mother just had a baby.  And you already heard, you know, that the German 
army was advancing.  The Russian defenses collapsed instantly.  And the Russians didn't have 
enough trucks to even take their own soldiers back into Russia, you understand? So you could 
not, you could not, we didn't have train transportation, or anything, where you'd say, "I'm 
packing up. I'm leaving."  The only thing my father had was a bicycle.  So after a couple of days 
of struggling, and trying to find whether he could get somewhere a horse and buggy to put the 
family in and escape with them, and he couldn't find it, so he got on the bicycle, and he told my 
mother, he said, "Look, I know the first targets are men.  Let me at least try to get out of the 
way." She said, "With my blessings.  Try to.  At least someone should try to escape."  And he got 
on the bicycle, and he tried to run away. Run into Russia.  Before he could reach the next big 
town, the German army already took him over.  And because of how far can you get on a 
bicycle?  They came under mechanized machines.  And so he had to sneak back into town, very 
quietly so people wouldn't know that he was trying to escape, because then he would be one of 
the first victims, to be killed. 
 
INT:  So he found out that they didn't actually see him? 
 
ANN:  No, no.  He saw that before he could reach the next town, that the Germans had already 
arrived there.  So he quietly came back home.  But there was no way; we had no recourse.  We 
could not escape.  Living in small places.  I remember from some of the bigger cities, there were 
some people who had cars, and we saw a few cars, of Jewish people who were probably the 
wealthier people, and they said that they were running into Russia, because they know what's 
expecting them.  And as soon as the Nazis came in, the persecutions started. 
 
INT:  So you were eight? 
 
ANN:  In '4l I was ten years old. 
 
INT:  Ten years old at the time.  Your brothers were older. 
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ANN:  My older, yes, my oldest brother was not quite fourteen, and there was another one who 
was twelve years old, the one that was killed.  And then there were the twins after me that were 
only eight years old, and the baby was just born. 
 
INT:  And you had your grandmother. 
 
ANN:  My grandmother died a natural death, within the first year of the Nazi occupation. 
 
INT:  How old was she? 
 
ANN:  She was about 75.  She simply refused to live anymore.  Her niece was killed in one of 
the Aktions, was taken away with her husband and two or three little kids.  I don't remember how 
many she had.  And my grandmother had to go and bury her.  And when she came back, she was 
never the same person.  And she just refused, she says, she doesn't want anything.  She just 
wants to die.  And gave up on life, and shortly thereafter she died. 
 
INT:  Wasn't that hard for you, to have her want to die and leave the rest of you behind? 
 
ANN:  The hardships at that time were such, that you didn't, I remember young people come by 
to the house, when my grandmother was laying there to be buried, and a young girl, such a 
beautiful girl, and she said, "I envy you.  I envy you, that you had a chance to die a natural 
death."  She says, "I wish I was in your place." 
 
INT:  Did your family feel that way? 
 
ANN:  Of course.  And we knew, I mean, by that time, there were so many people who were 
killed already, and singled out for torture.  And you lived every day in total fear, not knowing 
what will happen the next hour.  And everybody, that was the only wish that one had, was to die, 
you know, a natural death; not to be shot, and not to be tortured to death. 
 
INT:  But your immediate family was still okay.  You were hearing... 
 
ANN:  No, no, we were seeing what was happening.  There was a neighbor from across the 
street was taken away and shot.  And my father always had to go, because he was one of the men 
who was always chosen to dig the grave, and to later on bury them, because he was still a young 
individual.  And many, a friend of mine from school, and another girl that lived two houses up 
the street, I remember when they took her and her mother, and the sister to be shot, and they 
were taken in front of our house to the cemetery.  I mean, we saw. 
 
INT:  On what basis did they select these people? 
 
ANN:  (sighs)  There was always a different, there was always a different excuse.  The first four 
they said were communists.  They were not communists, none of them, believe me.  They were 
singled out.  One once made a speech in defense of the working... 
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(END TAPE TWO, SIDE ONE) 
 
(TAPE TWO, SIDE TWO) 
 
ANN:  That's right.  If a Christian person had some kind of a ...you know, a grievance, they 
could very easily come into the militia, who was our local volunteer militia, and say so and so is 
no good.  So and so is a communist.  They particularly used to single out the rabbi, the old rabbi 
and his son-in-law, who was also a rabbi, for torture, and for humiliation always.  They did it 
purposely just to have fun.  Just to have fun. 
 
INT:  Did they realize the central position of authority and respect that the rabbi had? 
 
ANN:  That's exactly why they did it.  As a matter of fact, the first large selection, where they 
killed over fifty people, it was primarily the more wealthier people in town, they selected. And 
they took them away and they killed them.  And then all their belongings were taken out from 
the houses and put in the marketplace, and all the Christian people would come and take 
whatever they wanted.  So we realized at that time that what they wanted is probably their 
property, and that was an easy way.  You take them away; you kill them.  Whatever excuse, 
whatever label you hang on them, and then you can have their things. 
 
INT:  So at this time your family, you were all seeing all this going on. 
 
ANN:  Oh, we saw what was happening.  And we could not escape; because there were a couple 
of reasons why one could not escape. First of all, they made us responsible for every individual 
that was in town.  If somebody was missing, there was once, they came once, and they were 
looking for a man, and he heard that they were looking for him, so he immediately said, "Okay, 
I'm the one who is singled out for something."  And so he went and he hid in the cornfield.  And 
they came to us, and they say, "You have 24 hours to bring him back."  We went, the whole 
town, mobilized and looked for him everywhere.  We couldn't find him.  The next day, they gave 
us 24 hours.  As soon as the 24 hours was up, they ran, the militia, spread out in town, ran into a 
few houses, and grabbed ten young people, men, primarily, I mean, they were all men, actually, 
and arrested them, and they said, "Okay, we're giving you another 12 hours."  I don't remember 
how much. "If you don't bring him, these ten people are going to be executed the next morning."  
And so we could not find him.  We looked everywhere, and the next morning they were 
executed, those ten people.  And then after those ten were executed, out of those ten, there were 
two married men, and they had wives and children, and so they didn't believe that if the man was 
executed, they took later, a week later, probably arrested the wives and the children, and shot 
them, too.  You see?  So you knew that if you will escape, if you will run away, even if you'll 
find a place where to hide, that because of your saving yourself, ten other innocent people will 
later on die. 
 
INT:  That's something the Germans did too, in the camps. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  Everywhere. 
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INT:  It's the same system.  So you were in a double bind.  
 
ANN:  That's one thing.  And the second, let's say even you decided, I don't care, we'll all be 
killed anyhow. I have a chance, I'm gonna escape.  Because in my hometown, we didn't live in a 
closed ghetto.  And where will you go?  The Christian people were too...even if you found 
somewhere a Christian person who was kind enough, and would be willing to help, their law was 
for helping hide a Jew, that the Christian person who would be caught doing it, would be killed, 
his family and his house burned.  Now how many, you know, such altruistic people will you 
find, that will take a chance with their lives, and the lives of their families to save another human 
being? 
 
INT:  And they didn't like the Jews that much to begin with. 
 
ANN:  To begin with.  But there were a few.  There was one man for whom I planted a tree here 
in the Garden of the Righteous Gentiles in Wilmington, we have.  That this was a man, he had 
one daughter, a married daughter, who he disowned already before the war, because she married 
somebody he didn't like.  So he was left, just he and his wife.  And he said, "Just to fight these 
beasts, I'm going to do everything I can to help the Jews."  And he did help quite a few Jewish 
people.  When they managed already, at the last execution, to hide and escape, they found a 
place in his barn, or in his forest, where he helped them from there on to survive.  So you did 
find individuals.  Because he said, "Well, if they catch me, it's only I and my wife; the two of us.  
I'm not jeopardizing the lives of children.  I have no more children left."  So you did find these 
kind.  There was no way one could escape.  And we lived with this thought, just waiting for 
when your turn will come, and that was it.  
 
And then finally when the turn came, the last, it was on Yom Kippur of 1942.  When they have 
decided to make this whole area, not just our shtetl, Judenrein, what they called, clear of Jews. 
They came and arrested everyone, surrounded the town, brought us into the marketplace, and 
from there to the only public house that we had.  And from there we were just sitting and waiting 
to be executed. 
 
INT:  You say a public house, was this a ghetto where they brought Jews together? 
 
ANN:  No, no, no.  It was called “dumludovy.”  This was the only house, in Polish dumludovy, a 
public house.  This was the only place where all the movies were shown, where, if there was 
some kind of a performance, it was shown. 
 
INT:  Like a town hall? 
 
ANN:  Yeah, a town, a town hall also means where they administrate.  This was only for 
entertainment; strictly for entertainment.  If there was a dance in that little shtetl, this was the 
place it would be held, and so forth. 
 
INT:  And they brought all of you together. 
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ANN:  All together in that house.  It was the only brick house around there.  And we knew that 
they were going to, because they already brought out ten men to go and dig the ditch.  So we 
knew already that we are going to be shot.  And I remember the rabbi, the old rabbi, pulled over 
my father, and he said, "Swirski," he said, "The time has come.  We have to say Viduy."  Viduy 
is the... 
 
INT:  Viduy, the prayer. 
 
ANN:  The prayer before you die.  And my father refused to.  And he said, "I am not going to 
acknowledge G-d the last moment before my kids are executed."  (crying, pause) 
 
INT:  Is that the prayer that's said on Yom Kippur when you absolve? 
 
ANN:  No, no. 
 
INT:  That's Kol Nidre I'm thinking of. 
 
ANN:  Yeah, that's a special prayer that you say before you die. (crying) And I remember my 
father refused to.  And he was kind of disappointed, the rabbi. 
 
INT:  The rabbi was.  The rabbi had a son, you said. 
 
ANN:  A son-in-law.  He was already killed beforehand; his daughter and his son-in-law.  He 
was singled out.  
 
INT:  Did your father ever regain his faith in G-d? 
 
ANN:  I don't know.  He remained observant.  But he never forced us to do the same.  He didn't 
like to discuss it, but he encouraged us to study. 
 
INT:  So I can imagine how, what this must have been like for your father, because he had been 
a yeshiva bocher, he had devoted his life to study, and had this belief and this faith and 
relationship with G-d. 
 
ANN:  It was shattered. (pause)  It was shattered.  I mean, if you want to know how come, you 
know, after all we were there.  And what happened was, late that day they came with a list of 
useful Jews, “Neutzlachajuden,” what they were called.  And they came and they took out, just 
before the execution, some families that they still had need for. 
 
INT:  What did those families, what skill did they have that they wanted? 
 
ANN:  A bricklayer, two bricklayers they needed, to build for them; a mechanic, a locksmith, a 
capmaker.  They needed their skills.  And then at the very end of that list, he came and he called 
out my mother's name.  She was a seamstress, and she was known to be the best seamstress in 
town.  And so when he was, the German officer, when he was making out the list of the people, 
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he was sitting in the house of the burgermeister, of the mayor, the Polish mayor, and my mother 
was always thinking ahead.  So during the Nazi occupation, she went to this mayor's wife, who 
was someone she grew up with, you know, a girl.  And she says, "Listen."  She says, "Now that 
you're an important person, your husband is the mayor, and your daughter is a young lady, and 
she socializes with the Germans.  You need beautiful clothes to wear."  She says, "Let me make 
you some nice clothes." You understand?  So she was very happy.  She says, "Oh, of course." 
And so my mother was making all the time dresses for her, and for her daughter.  You 
understand?  So when he was making up the list, she mentioned, she said, "Oh, you know what?  
My seamstress is still making dresses for me.  She hasn't finished."  So he says, "All right."  He 
put the seamstress on the list; the last person to go out.  And when they let out, you know the 
head of the family; they let out the rest of the family.  And so my mother pushed my father out 
first thing, and took all the kids that were there, you know, and that's how we came out. 
 
And we came to our house right after they let us go.  When we came into our house, the house 
was already totally empty.  Everything from that house was already, during the day while we 
were sitting there in that public house arrested, we didn't know what was going on.  Everything 
was brought out in the marketplace, and all the surrounding villagers, and the people from our 
little town, came and took whatever they needed and whatever they wanted.  And when we came 
into the house there wasn't a bed to lay on.  We lay on the floor.  And I remember that night.  
And the next morning, they took us, at dawn, they brought everyone out, and they shot the rest of 
the people. 
 
INT:  The rest of the people were all killed. 
 
ANN:  All killed.  Just those few families.  And those few that they had let out, and ours was 
amongst them, they brought, they took us to a neighboring town, where they made a formal little 
ghetto, for all those useful people that the Germans still wanted to work for them. 
 
INT:  So useful people, so you were from different... 
 
ANN:  Towns, from all the different surrounding towns were brought to one small ghetto.  And 
that's where we were for a short time.  And there, too, were selections.  Oy, it's impossible.  It's 
impossible to tell everything in a short span of time.  The bottom line was that we lived from day 
to day not knowing what tomorrow, who will be selected next.  Who will be killed next.  And 
when you live in such constant fear, the only thing you pray for, I remember as a child, is that, 
these were the things that I was dreaming about and thinking about. Because when I saw when 
one of my girlfriends was taken away and led by our house to be shot, and you know, the 
policeman was kind of pushing her, she should go faster, she should go faster.  And I thought to 
myself, "Why isn't she running?  She should at least make a run for it."  And I was always 
thinking, when my turn will come, when they will take me, I will make a run for it.  I will start 
running, and maybe if they start shooting at me, maybe somebody else in the family will have a 
chance to run in a different direction, and have a chance to escape. 
 
INT:  So you were planning... 
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ANN:  You constantly lived, yes, with this kind of thought.  You know, that I will not willingly 
stand there before that open pit. You'll have to kill me while I'm running, in the back.   
 
INT:  Is this something unique to you?  Do you think that was your nature or your personality? 
 
ANN:  I'm sure that there are many people who thought the same thing.  It's that humiliating 
feeling of knowing that you are brought up to the pit and shot in, shot, you know, to fall there 
with everybody else.  That I, as a child, I remember, thought, I will never let them do this.  This 
was my only defense.  This was the only thing that I could, you know, resist.  I had no other 
recourse.  But to think: I'm going to run. 
 
INT:  So that was your empowerment.  You said, "If they're going to try to kill me, I'm going to 
try to escape." 
 
ANN:  To run.  And I knew that I would be shot, but I felt, I'd rather be shot running, than 
willingly walk up to the pit. 
 
INT:  So, but you, when you first came back to your house, then there was nothing. 
 
ANN:  There was nothing there, and then we came out the next morning, they rounded us up, 
those few families, and they took us to this other ghetto.  And there, too, there were selections.  
And some were taken, you know, to another ghetto.  Because they felt they didn't need so many, 
let's say, bricklayers, or there were, but the story is so long, it's really.  My father immediately 
started working. 
 
INT:  I was going to ask you what your father did. 
 
ANN:   My father had a hobby, that he -- we have a lot of plants that grow in our area, from 
which medications are made.  And he knew about all those plants, how to handle them, and what 
they are, and what kind of medications.  That was his hobby.  And when he found out - when we 
came to that other town, where we were in the ghetto - that they actually have a little factory like 
this, where the Germans have told them to go ahead and collect all those things. So he went to 
the manager of that factory, he says, "I'm an expert in this field.  Would you like me to help you, 
because I see that you are not sorting them properly, you're not handling them properly."  So he 
was all too happy.  So he says, "You know what?  You have to go to the German gendarme and 
tell him."  You see, everybody tried to get into a position where you will be useful, and so they 
will let you live maybe a little bit longer.  And so he says, "You go to that German gendarme.  
And you tell him that you need me, that you need my skills."  And so he did, and he says, "Fine, 
if you need him, go ahead and take him."  
 
And so when the first selection came, and they were taking away people to another ghetto - 
which later on we found out they were killed - my father, instead of, I mean, we were selected to 
go with the others.  And so he ran quickly to that manager, and he said, "I hope you know that I 
was selected to be taken away from here.  If you still need my skills, you're the only one who can 
do it for me.  Go quickly to this German gendarme, and tell him that you need me."  So he did, 
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and he said, "Oh, if you need him, that's okay.  You can take him off the truck."  We were 
already on the truck, loaded up to be taken away. 
 
INT:  So your mother saved you the first time, and your father saved you the second time. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  That's right.  That's exactly how it was. And so when we came off the truck 
and went back into the ghetto, we were there for a short time, and then the most unusual thing 
happened.  I don't remember the span of time.  But I remember my mother baked some bread, 
and she said, "This is the last bread. From now on we have absolutely nothing left.  We will have 
to live only on that little ration, what the Germans are giving us." Because all the time, you 
know, you somehow managed while we lived in our own town, to get a little something here and 
there. And she said, "This is it.  Let's eat it sparingly.  Let's dry some of it out, so we'll be able to 
supplement what we are given." 
 
And the unusual thing that happened there was, that one of the young men from that home town 
has already joined the Russian partisans, the freedom fighters in the forest.  And they had a unit 
there, and he knew an aunt of his was still alive in this ghetto, and what he wanted to do is 
smuggle her out of the ghetto so that he can bring her to the forest.  And we found out about it.  
We intercepted that little note that he sent to her, and the people wouldn't let her escape, because 
they knew if she will escape with her children, the rest of us will be killed.  And when he saw 
that he cannot smuggle her out, he talked to his commanding officer to stage a raid on this town, 
and the excuse was, he said, "Look, we will make a name for ourselves as heroes, as fighters.  I 
know the town; I know exactly where the German garrison is.  We'll surprise them; we'll cut all 
the telephone communication.  We'll destroy them, and we'll become big heroes."  But his 
ulterior motive was to actually liberate the people, his aunt and whoever else wanted to run away 
from that ghetto.  And that's exactly what he did. 
 
In the morning, early morning hours, they staged a raid, and they - we didn't know what was 
happening.  We heard a lot of shooting, and up till the last moment, when I think back now, how 
foolish we were.  We kind of closed our eyes. We thought, when we heard the shooting, would 
you believe it, we thought that the Germans are shooting purposely, and they want to see what 
will happen when a fight would break out or something like this, whether the Jews would run 
and try to escape.  And we thought that surely they are standing there with their automatic 
weapons at the entrance of the ghetto, and they are just waiting for us to run. 
 
INT:  That was logical. 
 
ANN:  To run, and they would intercept us then and kill us.  So nobody dared to run.  What we 
did, we lay on the floor, under our beds, just because the houses were wooden houses, so that the 
bullets, the stray bullets, will not hit us.  And we didn't move. But when the shooting died down, 
my father raised his head and looked out of the window.  And who does he see?  This young man 
who he recognized, because it was a neighboring town, standing there with a rifle on his 
shoulder, and my father quickly knocked on the window, and he called him by his name.  He 
said, "Chagalchik, what are you doing here?"  He says, "You are still in the ghetto?  Everybody 
has escaped."  He says, "We are retreating already.  Why didn't you run?"  We had no idea.  Ours 
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was the last house in the ghetto.  We were laying there on the floor, and just waiting.  Were it not 
for my father... 
 
INT:  If he hadn't seen him, oh, my goodness. 
 
ANN:  So he helped my father, because our house was the last of the ghetto, so it was boarded 
up.  The window was boarded up with boards, so that we could not open the window and get out.  
So he helped my father with his rifle, to break the boards open, and to break the window.  And 
he says, "Don't bother running through the gate.  Jump through the window, run through this 
swamp, in the direction of the forest.  Somebody will be there, and we'll meet you, and they will 
tell you what to do next."  So we were so totally unprepared, because whatever we had, this one 
dress on your back.  And I remember as I jumped out, I grabbed my spring coat.  I didn't even 
have a winter coat anymore, because everything was taken away.  So I grabbed that little spring 
coat that I had, and a little, in Europe it was called a “fachayla,” I don't know if you heard of it.  
This is what the farmer's women put on.  It's like a thin little blanket, a small one, and they put it 
over their heads to keep warm.  It is just big enough, you know, to cover your head, and to tie it 
in the back.  And I saw one laying on the bed.  So as I was jumping -- I was always a very 
practical person -- I grabbed it.  Because I knew my mother had a baby on her hands, and she 
wouldn't grab anything. 
 
And so when we came into the forest, were it not for that little blanket that I grabbed, what 
would my mother do?  The baby was... 
 
INT:  So you saved the baby. 
 
ANN:  Hopefully he would have survived anyhow, but were it not for this blanket, it would have 
been so much harder.  My mother wrapped him in this little blanket, and tied him on her back, 
and that's how she carried him all the time.  Other than that, he would have frozen, probably. 
 
INT:  What was the temperature like at that time?  What season was it? 
 
ANN:  It was late fall.  It was the end of October. 
 
INT:  It was getting to winter. 
 
ANN:  Ach.  As soon as we walked, the ground was already frozen. You could not dig up the 
ground with your hands, because it was frozen.  And we had no shovel, nothing.  And within one 
week of being in the forest, the first snow fell.  And we were just laying there in front of the 
bonfire, and... 
 
INT:  Did everybody from that ghetto escape? 
 
ANN:  Two people were killed while running through the swamps. Because our militia, who 
managed to escape, and ran into the church, and from the steeple of the church, which was the 
highest point, they saw us running.  And even that, they couldn't allow themselves to let the Jews 
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escape.  So they started shooting at us.  They started shooting at us, and we ran in zig-zag, and 
the bullets were all around you.  You know, you would fall, and you would literally see them fall 
all around you.  And two people that were running were killed.  And the rest of us managed to 
get to the forest.  But because those militiamen started shooting at us, the partisans discovered 
that somebody is up there in the church.  And so before they retreated, they came up to the 
church and they set the whole church on fire and they perished there in the fire of the church.  
Which for us was-  I must say I never rejoiced in anybody dying, but to see those militia men die 
in that fire, was a great comfort to us, to know that maybe there is a G-d who avenged our 
suffering from those hooligans who have done all this dirty work for the Germans.  Because they 
have done most of the killing, and they have done most of the torturing of the people, were our 
militia men. 
 
INT:  Well, why don't we stop there.  It sounds like a good place. 
 
(END TAPE TWO, SIDE TWO) 
 
(TAPE THREE, SIDE ONE) 
 
INT:  Ann Jaffe, a survivor, and today's date is November 11, 1994.  This is tape number three. 
 
Now I was just beginning to speak to Ann.  She was telling me that she had attended a 
conference, and I was asking something about it.  So why don't you tell me. 
 
ANN:  Yes.  Here in Wilmington we have, it's called the Helena Wynne Preston Holocaust 
Education Committee, and I'm part of it.  I head a speaker's bureau, and that's why I'm always 
invited to come and speak to the people.  Once a year we have a seminar, educational seminar, 
for teachers from public schools, to show them how to teach the Holocaust.  And then at the very 
end of it, it culminates with, they break up in small groups, and a survivor speaks to them, shares 
their story, and tells them what we do when we come into the classroom.   After they finish the 
unit, we would like them to invite one of us to talk to the children and share our story. 
 
INT:  So this is really a selling job on the teachers first. 
 
ANN:  On the teachers... 
 
INT:  To convince them of the need and to let them know what you can do, and perhaps allay 
some of their fears. 
 
ANN:  Teachers must know first, themselves, what happened, and how to teach, and then...they 
can start.  And I must say, in Delaware, we've been very fortunate. They've agreed to implement 
Holocaust education in public schools, and so we have a tremendous demand now on speakers.  
And unfortunately, not enough who are willing to go out and speak to the schools.  But those few 
of us who do, we have four, who go willingly.  And... 
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INT:  What's the most gratifying thing that happens to you, when you go to a school and talk?  
Can you give me an example of a child, or some situation? 
 
ANN:  Yes, yes.  In many schools -- this happened to me in a church rather than a school.  The 
CCD group, that's from the Catholic church, their youth group, which I used to go here in one of 
Mary Magdalene's, every year.  And after I finished talking to the young people -- these are high 
school age students -- one young man came over to me, and he shook my hand, and he says, 
"Mrs. Jaffe, you have changed my life.  I will never look at life the same," he said. "You have 
opened up my eyes to what it means to be a human being, a forgiving human being." 
 
INT:  So he was touched by the fact that... 
 
ANN:  That I harbor no hate against anyone. That I realize that people have behaved very cruelly 
towards the Jews, but I realize that it's not because each and every one of them is a cruel 
individual, it's because they were taught from childhood to hate Jews, and these are the effects 
from teaching hatred.  If these same human beings would have taught tolerance and kindness and 
love, I'm sure we would live peacefully with our Christian neighbors, they would not have 
behaved so cruelly towards us.  This is a result, and that's why I try to always emphasize, when I 
talk to them, they have to stop, even in their own families. When they hear a derogatory joke 
made about, whether it's about Jews, or Blacks, or any other ethnic group, they should not just sit 
and laugh along and have fun, but it has to be stopped and explained that there is no such thing 
as  "I'm better than somebody else." 
 
INT:  Almost forcing somebody to take individual responsibility to speak out. 
 
ANN:  That's exactly what I tell them.  I show them that the whole world were not murderers, 
but they stood by and watched and did nothing.  And this is why Hitler could accomplish what 
he did.  If those well-meaning people would have spoken up, and would have protested against 
it, he would not have reigned so freely as he did.  He thought that nobody cared, so why 
shouldn't he proceed with his plan to exterminate the Jews? I whole-heartedly believe that. 
 
INT:  So is this what keeps you going, and doing these things, despite the terrible pain that it 
causes you? 
 
ANN:  It is painful every time.  And I speak so often. I go, ach, there are years when I am at 
least, at least a dozen or two dozen times in different schools.  And every time you remember 
something new, and it touches your emotions, and you become overwhelmed, and the rest of the 
day I cannot function properly anymore.  But yet I feel it's my duty to do that, because I am one 
of the few very, very fortunate survivors who survived with my parents.  And my parents were 
able, after the war, to give me that comfort and strength to be able to turn that hate that I felt 
against the whole world, and especially all those Christians who have collaborated with the 
Nazis, to turn it around into a positive force.  And that's why I feel I have the obligation to do it. 
 
INT:  So you feel if your parents had not... 
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ANN:  I might have been an entirely different person. If I would have survived all by myself, 
and had no one to turn to, and no one to teach me the difference between wrong and right, I 
might have been an entirely different person. 
 
INT:  But they must have been unique, because why was it that they didn't feel terribly bitter?  
Your mother's mother willed herself to die after everything started.  What was it about them? 
 
ANN:  With my mother it was a very strong and deep faith in G-d. She truly believed, you know, 
she did not think that G-d had a hand in it, but... 
 
INT:  She didn't feel that G-d had caused it? 
 
ANN:  Caused this to happen, of course.  But she had a very strong and deep faith in G-d, and 
this is what Judaism teaches us, you know, love thy neighbor.  And "thy neighbor" doesn't only 
mean the Jewish neighbor, it means all mankind. 
 
INT:  Well, your mother lived her life that way when she was in the old country. 
 
ANN:  Yes, even in the old country, and here, too.  She came here without knowing the 
language, and lived amongst Christian people, and you should see how all her Christian 
neighbors loved her - with great respect, because she respected them and went out of her way to 
be nice and kind to them, and they in turn responded to her the same way.   
 
My father unfortunately died shortly right after he came here. But he was very instrumental  
because I had many discussions with him after the war about hating those people, and you know, 
he always stopped me.  He never let it go any further. And he said, "I know it's terrible to suffer," 
he said, "but will you be happier if you will turn into the type of individual that have hated us?" 
He says, "It's not right.  That's why we suffered, because others hated us.  If you will become a 
hateful person, you'll only hurt yourself, and not the people that you hate."  And he was 
absolutely right. 
 
INT: It's incredible for somebody to be able to feel that way, and express that.  How old was 
your father when he came here? 
 
ANN:  My father, we came in 1951 to Canada.  He died in Canada. And he was born in l899, so 
he was then 52 years old.  And he died when he was about 57.   
 
INT:  He got a late start being a parent. 
 
ANN:  Yes, yes.  He was a unique individual.  Both my parents were.  I feel I was very fortunate 
to have such wonderful parents. 
 
INT:  Do your children get upset when they see the amount of time that you spend doing this, 
and the affect that it has on you? 
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ANN:  No, no.  My children are so supportive of everything that I do.  And not only that, they 
admire me.  Every time my son calls, he says, "Ma, you're the greatest.  Ma, keep on doing it." 
He feels that I'm doing the right thing.  My husband is not very happy with it. (laughs) 
 
INT:  What is his concern? 
 
ANN:  His concern, he feels that I should be a little bit more selfish, and think of myself, and if it 
upsets me, I should not do it.  But then, he didn't go through the Holocaust, and so he doesn't 
know the obligation and the responsibility that we feel. 
 
INT:  So he's looking at it more as... 
 
ANN:  From a more selfish point of view, right.  Why should I be upset, and why should I do 
this kind of thing.  He always says, "You're driven, you have to do all those things." And it's not 
just speaking about the Holocaust.  It's other things that I do for Israel and for other 
organizations.  And I feel that this is what life is all about. He always tells me, "You could have 
such an easy life.  Why do you have to get involved in everything?"  But I feel that to have an 
easy life and not an interesting life is terrible.  It's terribly dull. 
 
INT:  So do you have memories of a lot of the children, a lot of the people that you've met over 
the years, and their reaction to you?  Is that important? 
 
ANN:  It is important, but I very rarely find a Christian child that comes up to me and will later 
on say, "Oh, you spoke to us." It happened a couple of times, but not too often.  But very often 
after I've finished speaking, they will come by, and very quietly say they admire me.  They are so 
sorry that I had to suffer so much in my childhood.  And that they appreciate the fact that I have 
enlightened them, and after they've studied about the Holocaust, that they actually met 
somebody.  Some say, "We feel it's a privilege that we actually met a survivor in person." 
 
INT:  So what you're really doing, is you're putting a face on the number six million.   
 
ANN:  Absolutely. 
 
INT:  Because it's hard to imagine numbers, but to meet somebody, and hear her story, all of a 
sudden, it personalizes it. 
 
ANN:  That's exactly what I tell the children, when I start out. I say, "Six million is a very large 
number.  Some of you don't probably know how to write that down on paper.  But to me, it's not 
six million.  To me it's three hundred individuals that I knew as a child.  Faces, names."  This is 
what it means to me. 
 
INT:  And you have no way of knowing, also, how it affects the children after they leave.  What 
they might, how they might feel.  So... 
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ANN: I will tell you.  I spoke in a school this week.  I don't know whether I told you about it.  
When they came in, and how they reacted.  And at the end, when I finished speaking, and they 
finished with all their questions, those rough and tough kids who... 
 
INT:  This is from an inner city school. 
 
ANN:  Inner city school, right.  How when they walked by, and "Thank you, thank you, thank 
you.  We are so glad you came. Oh, boy, were you good.  We can tell you're a teacher."  From 
these kinds of kids, I don't expect any other remark.  But that was a lot from them.  
 
INT:  All right, well, I'll get back to some of the other questions.  The last time we spoke, we 
were talking about what happened with the winds of war that were coming, and how your family 
ended up ... 
 
ANN:  Escaping from the ghetto I think, and came into the forest. 
 
INT:  Oh, beyond that.  We got to the point where you were moved, I think for the second time.  
Your father was a botanist, had botany as a hobby, and he was able to get a job... 
 
ANN:  In the ghetto.  What one would call become a useful person.  Right.  And so this way we 
avoided the last selection.  Because all those people who were selected, were later on, about a 
month later, were all burned alive in one of those barns in a neighboring town.  So were it not for 
this little coincidence, that he... Everybody you see, when your life is at stake, you think ahead 
always, and you try always to see, how in the world, what can I do to become a useful individual, 
so that they will not, you know, take you away. 
 
INT:  But what happened with the people who weren't that intelligent? 
 
ANN:  They went fast.  They were the first ones to be selected. You know, everybody used 
every drop of cunning that they had to survive another day, and to get out of one selection or 
another. And that's how those few have survived, really.  It was not at the expense of others.  It 
was only through constant vigilance and cunning, and trying to see, what can I do to avoid this. 
 
INT:  It's like a chess game.  You're trying to be a couple moves ahead. 
 
ANN:  Yeah.  Ahead.  But many people were just as smart, and were not fortunate enough.  It's a 
combination of many things.  Nobody can say, "I have survived because I was smart."  We used 
all the smarts we had to try to survive, but no one can say, "I did it because I was smart, I 
calculated."  This way.  
 
INT:  There were too many people who were just as smart, but they had bad luck. 
 
ANN:  Oh, and how.  And how.  One mistake, and you were gone.  So, but I think I did tell you 
about how they attacked the ghetto and how we escaped, the partisans had let us out.  Then we 
came into the forest.  But I didn't think we went beyond that. 
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INT:  Well maybe that's where it was.  Because I remember you talking about how you had to 
leave so quickly, and you grabbed the... 
 
ANN:  The little blanket.  And that's what saved my baby brother later on, right. 
 
INT:  So what happened from the forest? 
 
ANN:  Well, when we came to the forest, there was a guide.  And he brought us on a little island 
there.  And the- I think we stayed over one night there.  I think one night we slept over there in a 
barn. They put us all together in a big barn, the partisans, when they retreated.  And the 
commanding officer came, and they lost two partisans in that battle, so he came back very angry 
that he thought that he will accomplish his whole mission without losing any people.  But they 
had done a very foolish thing when they attacked the garrison.  Instead of sneaking up quietly 
and surprising the Germans at dawn, what they did is started to attack with shouts and screams. 
Of course, they woke them up, and they fought back, and they killed two of the partisans.   
 
So he was very angry, and he looked at us, and he said, this was also, you know, he says, "What, 
the gold you gave away to the Germans, and now you come to us and you want protection from 
us?"  As if we gave away the gold to the Germans willingly!  But he says, "We have no use for 
you.  You're all middle-aged people with little children.  We need young, strong people, with 
arms, to help us fight.  And there isn't a single one amongst you."  And truly, all the young 
people were already taken away; either killed, or ran into other ghettos.  "The only thing we can 
help you with, is we're going to give you a guide, and we'll take you to a different forest.  
Because we want you to know that tomorrow morning, as soon as the Germans will regroup, 
they will probably take their dogs and follow your footsteps, and they'll find you here, in this 
place.  We are retreating right now.  We'll give you a guide, and they will take you to that 
forest." So I remember the next day, they did give us a meal, because they slaughtered a cow, 
and they cooked a big soup with meat, and they gave us to eat. And then as soon as the sun went 
down, it became dark, that guide took us, and we walked all night long. 
 
INT:  Do you remember how you felt, or what you were thinking when they were telling you 
what was going to happen? 
 
ANN:  Well, as a child I didn't think.  I just followed what I was told.  My mother, was however, 
very, very smart, and she knew that if we will walk all night like this with the little kids, she had 
enough to just carry the baby on her hands. She was afraid that we were going to get lost.  And 
somehow, she found somewhere a rope, maybe in that barn, so she tied us all together, and she 
tied us to herself, so that as she moved, she knew constantly that we are moving with her. 
 
INT:  And where was your father at the time? 
 
ANN:  He was walking beside her, probably.  But somehow, she was a very- you know, she did 
not rely on anybody taking care of the kids.  She knew that she had to have us near her.  And 
that's how, I remember walking that night.  We were exhausted from the ordeal of running away 
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from the ghetto. So we were walking with my eyes closed. I was literally sleeping in my walk.  
So if I did not, if I wasn't propelled by the rope, I would have probably gotten lost.  But this way 
I was constantly propelled by my mother, and we kept on walking, even with closed eyes. 
 
But the Germans found out that we escaped, of course.  They didn't find us on the island.  So 
they sent planes to search for us.  And planes were constantly circling over our head, and 
throwing flares to see.  Maybe they will catch us, you know, walking on the road.  And as soon 
as we would see a plane come, that leader who led us there, he would always motion that we 
must fall right away flat on the ground, so that they will not see that there is human beings 
moving.  And that's what we did. And then we finally arrived at dawn, to this huge, what's called 
a “putscha.”  A putscha is an impenetrable forest. A huge, huge forest, and they brought us in 
about three kilometers deep into the forest, and they left us there. They said, "Well, now you 
fend for yourself.  We are a fighting unit.  We are taking off from here."  And they went away, 
and we were left without any winter clothing, without food, without any means of even having 
anything to dig out a hole in the ground to make a little bunker to shelter yourself from the 
elements.  And how we survived the first winter is a miracle.  If somebody would have told me 
that it's possible to survive under such circumstances... 
 
INT:  How many people were you? 
 
ANN:  We were in that group, I mean everybody broke up in smaller groups.  Some people took 
off and went hiding somewhere else.  But in our group, I would say we had about six or seven 
bonfires, and each family, or a couple families congregated around a bonfire.  That's the only 
thing that the partisans helped us do. They had the matches, probably, to help us make a bonfire, 
and we would constantly feed it. I mean, wood, you had plenty in the forest, so that it would not 
go out.  This was our lifeline because it became cold right away.  Within a week, we had a first 
snow.  And the ground was already frozen when we came into the forest, because this was 
already the end of October.  The end of October in eastern Poland especially, it gets very, very 
cold, very quickly.  And if we moved away from the fire, we would probably freeze to death. 
 
INT:  Then how did you, what did you do for food? 
 
ANN:  For food we went to the villages to beg. There were a few villages nearby, and we would 
go in at night, when it would get dark, we would go to the villages, and we would knock on the 
door, and we would simply ask them, "Please, can you share something with us?"  And I must 
say those farmers were noble people.  Because they are poor themselves, and they shared most of 
the time whatever they could.  If it's just a couple of potatoes, you know, they would give to you.  
And by the time you finished walking through the whole village, you would collect, you know, a 
little bag of potatoes. 
 
INT:  Didn't the authorities know that these people were giving this? 
 
ANN:  This was far from the cities where the Germans were.  And the Germans themselves did 
not dare to come to such far out villages, because they were afraid.  They already knew about the 
partisans, that they are all over the place, and they were afraid of encountering partisans.  What 
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do you think, German soldiers don't want to live?  They also, they do things what was easy for 
them.  But whenever there was the slightest danger, they were very cautious.  So they would 
come to the villages only if somebody came and told them that Jews are hiding here in the forest.  
And that happened not too long after we had been in the forest, oh, probably a month, or 
maybe... 
 
INT:  In the middle of the winter. 
 
ANN:  In the middle of the winter, because it was just in the middle of the winter.  But I cannot 
remember exactly how long we were in the forest, but I know the ground was totally covered 
with snow.  Because where we were running, our footsteps told them where we were.  They 
followed the footsteps in the snow, and they knew.  So there was one man in one of the villages, 
who was sick and tired already.  I mean, after all to survive, we had to have something to eat.  
And we would come practically every night, a different group would come to the village and beg 
for food.  And this one man, and he might not have been an evil individual, but he was sick and 
tired of it.  You know, these were very simple people.  And he went to the authorities and told 
them, that, "I can show you where the Jews are hiding here in the forest."  Because after all, for 
showing where Jews were hiding, you got a reward.  You got five kilograms of salt for it.  So I'm 
not sure whether he did it for the salt, or whether he was already sick and tired of being 
awakened every night by the people who came to beg.  And he told them, and they came, the 
Germans came.  They surprised everyone.  They made a blockade of that whole area.  And a lot 
of people got killed, because they took us by surprise. 
 
INT:  Well, what happened to you then? 
 
ANN:  It was literally such a miracle, because they were going in a chain, the Germans.  And 
they combed the forest in a chain.  It was wintertime, and they could follow our footsteps, and 
we felt already they are closing in on us. 
 
INT:  Did they have dogs? 
 
ANN:  They had dogs, too.  We heard the dogs barking, right.  And we truly thought that this is 
it.  This is the end.  I remember at one point my father stopped and he said, "That's it.  I can't go 
any further."  You know, because we were constantly running, and he had a weak heart.  He said 
to my mother, "If you want to try to continue running a little further with the kids, do that. I 
cannot move any further."  And he stopped. 
 
Now, at the same time, we noticed as we were running in that spot, we found a Russian partisan, 
laying wounded.  The whole unit retreated, run away.  They could not take a wounded man with 
them.  So what they did, they left him with a pistol, and one bullet, to kill himself.  And he was 
laying there.  And when we stopped him, when we stopped near him, he says, "Don't stop near 
me, because I am certainly a target."  He said, "I have only one bullet, and I have to use it on 
myself, because I don't want to be captured alive by the Germans."  So we just left him.  And as 
we started moving on a little farther, we started to run, we heard, he started to sing out loud, 
Russian songs.  You know, he felt this was, he wanted to die, in other words, singing.  And when 
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he started to sing, very loud, the Germans heard, and they started to congregate on him, and as 
soon as he saw them coming, he pulled out the revolver and shot himself.  And when the 
Germans heard the shot, they all congregated on him.  And when they congregated on him, they 
broke the chain, you understand, with which they were going.  And when this happened, this was 
our only chance.  Were it not for that wounded partisan, they would have caught us, and they 
would have killed us all.  And that gave us a chance to break out of that blockade.  It's really, this 
is why I say sometimes, you use your wits, and sometimes it was sheer luck.  No one can say that 
I have survived because I was smart. And once we broke out of the chain, the Germans 
continued going, and closed in on the rest of the territory.  But we were already on the outside. 
 
INT:  So how many of you managed to get through? 
 
ANN:  Our group there was about, twelve to fifteen people, I would say.  And it's interesting 
enough.  I had a cousin, a young fellow, and he did not want to run with us.  He says, "You are 
running with a baby.  The baby will probably start crying, and you'll give out our place."  And he 
said, "Don't be mad at me. I'm taking off with a group of young people."  They run in a different 
direction, and they run right into the Germans.  And about half of the people of his group were 
killed and wounded. 
 
INT:  What happened to him? 
 
ANN:  He did not get killed at that time.  But later on, at night, when we congregated back near 
our fire, he says, "The irony is," he says, "that I left you because I didn't want to be jeopardized 
by the child.  What turned out, he says, the group of the young people that I was running with, 
there was a big kid, I don't remember how old that other kid was.  Eight or ten years old, that 
could not run."  He says, "I ended up carrying him on my back anyhow.  And we are the ones 
who ran into the Germans and had such tremendous losses.  And you, by sheer luck," he says, 
"G-d was guiding you." (laughs) 
 
And there was another woman who was with us she said from now on.”  She always believed 
that my mother was a holy person.  And she said that G-d was watching over her.  She said, "If 
you got out of this blockade, from now on I'm not leaving you alone.  I want to be wherever you 
are."  (laughs) Which is funny, you know, it was not, my mother herself did not believe that it 
was G-d who made this miracle happen that we were able to break out of this chain.  But she was 
convinced that all those young people suffered such great losses in that blockade, and we, the 
only group with a baby on our hands, somehow managed to survive without losing anyone from 
our group. 
 
INT:  At a time when nothing made sense, to attribute something to that.  It's just as good as 
anything else.  So then, what happened now? 
 
ANN:  We had several blockades like this. 
 
INT:  You were still in the forest? 
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ANN:  In that same spot.  There was no place we could go. We had no idea, it was the middle of 
the winter.  We didn't know what to do, surviving from day to day around this bonfire.  And my 
mother only made sure that we did not move away from it, because once you moved away, you 
could freeze.  There was one boy that escaped from another ghetto and joined us in the forest. He 
must have been about - it's hard for me to judge, but by the way he looked, maybe between ten 
and twelve years old, no more than that.  But he was there without his parents.  So nobody 
looked after him, to see whether he is sitting near the fire or not.  And one night he moved away 
from the fire, and he lay down under a tree, and the next morning they found him; he was frozen 
to death.   And I remember as a child, my father said, "Oh, how lucky he is. How lucky he is that 
he died in his sleep.  Such an easy way to die. You fall asleep, and you don't know what's 
happening to you." 
 
INT:  Did you think he was lucky? 
 
ANN:  Oh, yes.  I was, all I could dream of, and all I could think of is, maybe I'll be so lucky.  
One day my mother will not watch me, and I will just move away and fall asleep and not wake 
up the next morning.  Can you imagine?  I always tell the kids, what children today what their 
dreams are, and what my dream was at a time when I was eleven, twelve years old. To die an 
easy death, that was the only dream. 
 
INT:  So you were that sure that your end was going to be. 
 
ANN:  Oh, sure.  We hardly had any hope that we will survive, because the first winter it looked 
so hopeless.  There were so many blockades.  We survived on just what we got, the little bit that 
we begged. And it's interesting to know how we (sighs) what do you do with the few potatoes 
that you got?  My mother also went begging.  She would leave the baby with us, and she went 
begging.  And one day when she was in one of the villages, she found near a well a tin pail that 
had holes in the bottom, that the farmers threw away, because it's nothing, they couldn't carry 
water in it anymore.  So she asked the farmer whether she could have it, and he said, “Okay, 
have it.  I don't need it.”  So she brought it back to the forest, she put it in the middle of this 
bonfire, she found somewhere some clay soil, and she patched up the bottom so that the water 
will not run out.  We did not even have water.  I mean, we had nothing to dig out the hole to get 
water.  We melted snow into that pail.  I remember, and you know how much snow you have to 
melt to get a little bit of water; tons and tons of snow. We would get and melt in that pail, and 
that water would constantly be hot and boiling. 
 
(END TAPE THREE, SIDE ONE) 
 
(TAPE THREE, SIDE TWO -- LONG PAUSE AT BEGINNING OF SIDE) 
 
INT:  With whatever the potatoes were... 
 
ANN:  She would divide it.  She would divide it up in equal portions for every member of the 
family.  And it would be like three potatoes for the day. 
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INT:  And you say for every member of the family.  What about the, you say there were twelve 
extra people. 
 
ANN:  They went begging by themselves.  There was another family, a husband and wife and 
two children, and then there was another woman, and a couple of kids. 
 
INT:  But they were all at the same fire, the same bonfire. 
 
ANN:  They were sitting around our fire, but they went begging by themselves...so they... 
 
INT:  They provided for themselves. 
 
ANN:  For themselves.  They chose maybe to bake their potatoes or whatever it is, or maybe 
they were lucky and got something else from the farmers.  But I remember the only thing that we 
got at that time was just those few potatoes.  And my mother always used to say, "That's yours.  
If you want to eat it right away, you can eat it.  If you want to save something for later, but that's 
it. We have absolutely nothing else." 
 
INT:  Do you eat potatoes now? 
 
ANN:  Oh, I love potatoes.  (laughter)  We're never tired of it. Never tired of it.   
 
INT:  That's amazing. 
 
ANN:  And of course we would eat it with the skin and everything you know.  And the first few 
times when I eat those few potatoes in the morning, I found out that at night it was impossible.  
You had such tremendous hunger pains.  So what I would do, later on I became smart very 
quickly, you know, you learn in life. I would eat maybe one or two potatoes in the morning, and 
I would save one for the evening, before you go to bed. "Go to bed?"  Where would you go to 
sleep?  You sat around the fire, because it was impossible. Only when you were totally 
exhausted, you would fall asleep. And then my sister and my brothers found out that I'm hiding a 
potato, and they would search for it, and they would find it, and they would eat it up.  So I found 
myself being a loser. 
 
INT:  Your parents didn't intervene? 
 
ANN:  How can you intervene, you know, at a time like this, when everybody is so hungry?  So 
what I did, later on, the potato that I would save, the only safe place was in my bosom.  So I put 
it in, and I would carry it all day long on me, and then at night, my sister didn't have as much 
willpower as I.  She would sit there and look at me eating the potato, and I had no choice, and I 
had to cut a little piece and give her too. (laughs)  And somehow, somehow, we survived the 
winter.  It's a miracle.  We were nothing but skin and bones.  
 
INT:  Was your mother nursing the baby? 
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ANN:  She kept nursing, and I remember she kept saying, only because she kept nursing him, 
because she was afraid in the blockade, when he starts crying, she felt that if she'll give him the 
breast, he'll be satisfied.  But what we did, we also fed him whatever we had.  If a farmer gave us 
a little piece of bread, which was very, very rare, we would dry that piece of bread out, and we 
would make it like into a... 
 
INT:  Zwieback [very hard cookie used to help babies when they were teething]. 
 
ANN:  Yeah.  And we would keep it for my baby brother, to let him suck on it, and this way 
when he was very hungry he would suck on it, and we knew that he would not cry and give out 
the place where we were hiding.  And, when I think back, it's impossible to tell all the details of 
what we went through the first winter. But by the end, when spring came, and we saw that the 
blockades were coming more often, the Germans were coming, and recaptured a few people, we 
decided we cannot stay there anymore, and we decided to move into another forest.  We 
probably found out that there is a forest nearer to my home town where other Jews are hiding.  
Otherwise, I don't think we would have ventured out without knowing.   
 
And so we went, oh, this is after we went through typhoid fever.  Everybody became sick in the 
spring with typhoid fever because we were so malnourished.  We were infested with lice, 
because we did not see a drop of water to wash ourselves, only that little bit that we would melt 
from the snow.  And our clothes, we had nothing to change.  I remember my mother would take 
off the clothes that we wore, and she would shake it over the fire, and we would hear the 
crackling of the lice falling into it, because it was impossible to sleep. They would constantly 
bite, and you know, as bad as the times were, everybody tried to joke a little bit.  And the joke 
we always used to make, is that we don't need to worry, you know, about the Germans killing us.  
The lice will probably eat us alive before the Germans will capture us.  You know, that's how 
many, how we were infested with those lice. 
 
And we were weak, and spring came, and the rains started to come, and we were drenched, and 
we couldn't keep the fire going all the time because of these tremendous rains, and so we all 
caught chills, and came down with this typhoid fever.  And we were sure that all of us will die, 
because there was absolutely nothing. Especially my mother - she was in such a delirium.  She 
would only, you know, talk nonsensical things from this high temperature.  And seeing all kinds 
of visions, you know, that she's already in heaven, and what not.  And my father said:  “Oh, my 
G-d, how will I handle this?  All these kids, and the baby, if she dies?”  And then one morning 
she woke up, and she says, "I know how I can get well.  I know I'm very sick."  She says, "I need 
a little piece of butter."  She says, "My whole inside is dried out. I need a little piece of butter.  
That will save me."  Because she was already laying there for over a week without a bowel 
movement.   
 
So my father went to the village, and he asked one of the farmers, he said, "I have a very sick 
wife, and only a little piece of butter can save her."  And somebody gave him a piece of butter, 
and he brought it back to the forest, and my mother literally swallowed that whole piece, you 
know, and after that, you know, a few hours later, she had a little bowel movement, and she 
woke up from this delirium, and she says, "I know I will live.  Now I need to drink something."  
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You know?  And she survived that.  We were absolutely sure that she will die from that typhoid 
fever.  We were all sick, but none of us were as badly sick as she was.  And then as soon as she 
became strong enough, we picked ourselves up, and we were looking for a new forest.  A new 
house.  New housing.  (laughs) 
 
INT: Without a mortgage. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  Because we could not stay. 
 
INT:  But she would have then had to rely on other, on the kindness of others. 
 
ANN:  Other farm people.  But this was much closer to our home town.  And the people 
recognized my father. 
 
INT:  Now, the last time we spoke, you said, you talked about the non-Jews in the shtetl, and 
how ignorant they were, and they didn't go to church.  But you said that there were other people 
outside, in the larger area, that your father... 
 
ANN:  From the villages, yes. 
 
INT:  And that later on they helped you.  Now these were the people? 
 
ANN:  Yes.  These are exactly.  And when we came closer to my home town, they recognized 
my father.  And when we would come begging for food, I remember one time, he walked into 
one of the villages, I just visited it not too long ago, and I found the daughter of that man. And he 
came and he knocked at the door. He didn't know who, and he says, "Can you spare something?" 
And the man walks out and he says, "Aren't you Swirski from Kobilnik?"  And my father says 
yes.  He said, "How come you are begging?" He says, "What do you mean, how come I'm 
begging?  Because I have nothing.  Everything, you know, I'm hiding in the forest with my wife 
and kids, and we are hungry, we have nothing."  He says, "A man like you should not go 
begging.  You should have the dignity of getting your own food."  He says, "I'm plowing my 
potatoes soon, and what I will do, I know you're afraid to come near the village.  I will unplow a 
couple of rows right near the forest," he says, "and whenever it's convenient for you, that's 
yours."  He says. 
 
INT:  That sounds like the story of Ruth and Naomi. (laughs) 
 
ANN:  He says, "That's yours.  You go and you collect it, and this way you'll have the dignity of 
getting your own food without having to beg for it." 
 
INT:   This was a very unusual man to have that concept in mind -- of dignity. 
 
ANN:  Right.  Oh, sure, sure.  And so I remember that day my father came back, but he told him, 
"But my kids are hungry right now."  So I think he gave him like a piece of bread or something. 
And he came home, "home," back to the forest.  It was like a holiday, you know, that we're going 
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to have finally a lot of potatoes to eat. And we went late, late in the day, when it was already 
getting dark because we were afraid. Maybe it's a trick.  Maybe, you know, he tells you, go and 
collect, and maybe he's going to tell the Germans.  You know, we didn't trust anyone.  So we 
waited until it became very dark, and I remember all of us came there, and how quickly we 
collected all those potatoes. 
 
INT:  You had to dig in the ground with your hands, and pull the potatoes up? 
 
ANN:  Yeah, sure, sure, I mean, this we knew how to do. Because we were farming, you know, 
we had a huge vegetable garden around our house, and we used to do it for ourselves before the 
war, so we knew how to do all kinds of farming work. And later on, so in that second forest, 
when it was closer to my home town, things became a lot easier.  First of all, one of the farmers 
gave us a shovel, and we were able to dig out like a bunker type of thing, you know, 
underground, where we would crawl in and shelter, at least, from the elements.  And many of 
them have given us little things that became, my mother probably must have gotten somewhere a 
pot from someone in which she could cook that little soup.  And they would give us some peas, 
and she would cook the potatoes and some peas and make a pea soup.  And I remember the first 
time when I got something other than those few potatoes how I, as a child I thought to myself, 
Oh, my G-d, how come before the war I didn't know how tasty those black peas are?  And I 
didn't want to eat them.  That's the best thing in the world.  I will never ask for anything but 
black peas for the rest of my life. 
 
INT:  Did you get any clothing? 
 
ANN:  I don't remember particularly, but I remember after that, because my little blue coat in 
which I ran out was already burned.   
 
INT:  It was a spring coat. 
 
ANN:  Yeah, it was already burned to pieces. 
 
INT:  Was that from being so close to the fire? 
 
ANN:  Fire, right.  And you know the sparks, and you catch fire. I forgot to tell you what else 
happened to me in the first winter in the forest.  You know, you fall asleep in front of the fire, 
and you have no control over your arms or legs, and I must have, in my sleep, stretched a leg, 
and it fell into the fire, and those little high boots that I wore in my feet, even though they were 
already too small for me to begin with, but I had nothing else, so I kept wearing them.  One of 
them caught fire, and it was made out of leather, and leather when it gets, catches fire, it doesn't 
burn, it scorches.  It became hard like a rock, and I couldn't wear my shoes anymore, and I tried.  
It would cut in my foot, and it started to bleed, and then it became infected.  So I had no choice.  
And somebody helped me cut them off my feet, and I had to throw them away.  But I was left in 
the middle of the winter, without – barefoot, literally barefoot.  And it was cold enough with the 
shoes. Can you imagine? 
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And one of the men, I don't remember who it was, had a sack, a burlap sack, in which he would 
go begging in the forest, and collect his potatoes.  He took that sack, and cut it in half, and made 
two rags, and that's what I did.  Wrapped it around my feet, and these were my shoes for a long 
while.  Until one day I came to the village begging, and a woman saw me near the door.  And she 
froze when she saw what I looked like.  Can you imagine? And I got scared, I thought she is so 
overwhelmed, because maybe there are Germans in her house, and she's trying to give me a 
signal.  So I started to run away.  And she shouted after me, "Child, don't run.  Don't be afraid."  
She says, "I'm not going to hurt you."  And so I came back.  What choice did I have?  I thought 
to myself, even if there are Germans there, there is no way that I can outrun them, you know.  
And I came back to her, and she took me into the house, and I remember, I mean my feet were 
frozen all the time, so I couldn't feel the pain anymore, because when your feet are so frozen, in 
the beginning, when they start freezing up, it's painful, but then, you don't, it was numb.  That's 
exactly.  And she brought me into her house, and she looked at me, and she broke out crying. 
 
INT:  Did she have children? 
 
ANN:  She had, it turns out, she had a child who died recently. And he was very sick, and he 
died.  And all she did, keep repeating was, "Why are they doing this to you?  You could live, and 
they're not letting you."  And so she took off those wet rags from my feet, the burlap rags, and 
she started warming up my feet.  And when she started warming up my feet, that's when I started 
feeling that pain.  It started like with needles, you know, hurting me.  But she said, "It has to be 
done. I'm sorry." And warmed it up, and washed my feet.  Gave me a pair of soft rags to put 
around my feet.  And then she had from her little boy a pair of, it is like knitted booties.  In our 
area we call it "lapchee."  A lapchee is something that is like a moccasin, but this is how they 
look, but they are not made out of leather, but out of knitted string, with a double on the bottom, 
so that you are stepping on something, like on the sole.  And she must have had it from her little 
boy.  And she put it on on top of those rags.  And I wore those booties for the rest of the years 
that I was in the forest.  If she didn't give me this, I don't know.  My feet would have probably 
been frozen totally.  And I would have probably suffered.  I will never forget the kindness of that 
woman.  That was in the first winter, in the first forest. 
 
INT:  So this wasn't even in the town, where people knew you? 
 
ANN:  No.  That's right.  But all those places, now that I went  back, and I revisited, they were so 
close to each other.  We had no idea. 
 
INT:  You were walking. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  But when you walk, the same ten, fifteen kilometers, when you walk all 
night long, and you are so weak, it seems to you like it's an eternity, like who knows how far you 
have gone?  But now, when we went by car, we say, is it possible that it was so close?  All these 
villages, one from another?  But the second winter, we had this dugout.  We had a little bit more 
food.  We were still hungry most of the time, but at least we were not starving to death, like the 
first winter. 
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INT:  Now what year was this in? 
 
ANN:  That was in 1944.  '43 -'44.  The winter of '43 - '44.  Because... 
 
INT:  Were you getting any news at this time? 
 
ANN:  The partisans.  This was already-  there were a lot of partisans all around.  And we 
already heard, at that time they told us about the battle in Stalingrad, that the Germans lost. And 
towards spring time, of 1944, very encouraging news started to come, saying that it looks like the 
Germans are beginning to retreat, and the Russian army has reorganized. 
 
INT:  So you finally got a little hope, at this point. 
 
ANN:  A little hope that maybe, maybe some of us will survive. And I remember we used to sit 
around and talk with each other. And everybody said, "Well, if any one of us will survive, please 
make sure that you tell."  (pause, sad) 
 
INT:  So they...they wanted to be sure that they didn't die in vain. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  (pause) 
 
INT:  When you all sat around the fire, before, though, what did people talk about?  Were they 
able to talk at all, tell stories at all about their lives, about their families? 
 
ANN:   No, no, no.  You were preoccupied.  When you are constantly hungry, you are 
preoccupied with one thing only: where do you find another bite of food.  That's the only 
thought.  And you would just share, "Oh, I was in this village, and here the farmers are kinder.  
This farmer gave me a piece of cabbage."  And so you made sure that you, these are the kind of 
things that you shared with each other.  
 
INT:  So you were just totally consumed with surviving. 
 
ANN:  Yes.  And we didn't even think about the people who perished at that time.  We didn't 
have the luxury.  Our lives were in such danger, that we didn't think we will survive.  We could 
not even think about those who have died.  We still knew, we knew that my brother, the one that 
perished later, that he managed to escape, and that he's in a ghetto in a different town. And my 
father wanted to try very hard.  He asked one of the farmers, and he said, “Look, I have nothing 
to give you now.  But if the war, if I should survive the war, I promise I will pay you well for it.  
Try to get to that town, and find out,” you know, and he wrote a little note.  Where he found the 
paper and something to write on, I'll never know.  But I know that he wrote a little note.  So that 
they'll know, if he can smuggle him out of the ghetto and bring him to the forest to us.  And it 
turned out by the time the farmer got to that town, they were already taken away.  And they were 
executed.  
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However, that very same note, he gave it to some Jews in the ghetto, and I had a cousin that still 
was in that ghetto. And somehow the note got to him.  And he knew that my brother wasn't there 
anymore, and he just told us the story recently.  I don't know exactly step by step how it 
happened, but that note helped him later on escape from Vilna ghetto, because only people who 
had arms, and who had something to pay with were able to escape. He had absolutely nothing.  
He was left alone, penniless, without even decent clothing on him.  And when he showed them 
the note, "This is from my uncle.  He is with the partisans.  He is going to be able to help us if 
you take me with you to the forest."  And this is how he bribed them to help him get out of the 
ghetto later on.  So that note did come on useful later on. 
 
INT:  Is this the cousin with the schoolbag? 
 
ANN:  Yes, yes, yes. (laugh)  Herzke, Herzke.  That's right.  He lives in Israel today.  He was 
such a resourceful fellow.  He was such a resourceful fellow.  If I told you something else about  
him:  The day that they rounded up the people in my home town, everyone, and took them to the 
marketplace, he worked in a place where they were pickling fish.  Not pickling, smoking fish, in 
the smokehouse.  And when the militiamen came, they rounded them up. They knew they were 
taking them there, and he thought to himself:  No way.  I'm not going to go quietly like this.  And 
so they rounded up, there were two militiamen, rounded up about ten young Jewish men.  And he 
gave a signal to the others, and he said, "I'm going for one, and if you want, you jump another."  
And what he did, he jumped one of the militia men, grabbed his rifle, struggled with him, pulled 
it out of his hand, and started to run.   
 
Now, he didn't know how to shoot, he didn't know how to use a rifle.  It was very hard to run 
with a rifle, so he dropped that rifle a few yards away, and started to run away.  The militiaman, 
after he recovered, ran, and grabbed the rifle, and started shooting after him.  But he says, "As 
soon as I saw that I have a few yards ahead of him, I knew he's not going to get me!"  (laughs)  
And so he ran zig-zag, and he escaped from that round up by, he was the only one who really 
was so heroic to jump a militia man, and grab his rifle away and try to escape.  And when he 
escaped, he did not run right away to save his own life. But he ran to another farm, where he 
knew there was a whole group of Jewish girls working.  And he knew that they would probably 
be coming soon to round them up, too.  And so he ran there and he told them, "There is a round 
up in town, they are taking everybody away.  They will surely shoot everyone.  Run.  Don't wait 
until they come and get you."  And from that group of girls, most of them survived the war.  
They later on went to another ghetto, and were taken away to a concentration camp, or a labor 
camp first, and then a concentration camp, but the largest number of people from camps that 
survived from my home town, were this group of girls that he notified them, and they had a 
chance to escape.  So he was really a very heroic, a very heroic young man. 
 
Well, I'm just looking at how much time we have.  In any case, the last year in the forest was a 
little bit easier.  We lived already with a little bit of hope, that maybe, maybe we'll survive.  We 
found some very kind farmers that knew my parents and helped us a little bit more with food,  
probably some clothing, too.  You asked about clothing.  Because I remember when the war 
ended, I had one of those farmer's type hand-woven little coat or jacket, or whatever you may 
call it, on my back. Because the one that I originally escaped with wasn't there anymore.  How 
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we got this, somebody must have given it to me.  We were very fortunate that we lived in an area 
where we were liberated early. 
 
INT:  How were you liberated? 
 
ANN:  We were liberated.  We already knew.  We heard a lot of shooting.  So we knew that the 
front was moving through our area.  Planes, a lot of movements of planes.  So when the farmers 
would come and say the Germans are retreating, but we still, you know, were not sure.  Because 
what was happening, the Russians were pushing very fast now, and there were many Germans 
who didn't have a chance to escape, to retreat with the army.  And what did they do?  They ran 
into the forest.  And they encountered -- and even as they were retreating, the Germans, they 
weren't satisfied.  They wanted to kill as many people as they could.  So they burned villages, 
and killed people, and they tried to get into the forest and fight the partisans and kill as many 
Jews as they could recapture.  And they did in many places.  But what we did the last year, we 
already had some hiding places made in the forest, so when the Germans will come, and if they 
encounter our bunker, that we would have an additional hiding place that led underground from 
that bunker into another place.  It was masqueraded, where we would be able to hide for a short 
while.  So if they blow up our bunker, at least we will have a way of escaping.  You know, you 
learn how to survive, somehow.   
 
And then all of a sudden, one morning, we woke up.  One of the farmers is coming and 
screaming, he said, "I saw the first Russian soldier."  He says, "That means that the Germans are 
gone.  The Germans are gone."  And we ran out.  I cannot explain the feeling, what it was like, to 
know all of a sudden, you know, you're expecting, with the retreat, and we heard what they did 
in other places, how they came into the forest, and they combed the forest and found everyone.  
Apparently through our area they were pushed a little bit harder, and they had to retreat faster, 
and that was great luck for us.  And so one day we found ourselves that we were liberated by the 
Russian army. 
 
INT:  So this was you, and your mother, and your father.  How old was your baby brother at this 
time? 
 
ANN:  At that time, three years old.  It was in 1944, he was born in l941.  So he was exactly 
three years old already. 
 
INT:  And your sister and your other brother. 
 
ANN:  My sister and my other brother.  My other brother and my cousin, and an uncle, his 
father, and another brother of his, an older brother. 
 
INT:  Oh, so his father was with you all this time? 
 
ANN:  He was not all the time with us.  This was my mother's  brother.  My mother's brother.  
You know, in war time, I don't blame anyone.  He tried to get away from us, and hide in other 
places, because he was afraid that a child will be a liability. 
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INT:  He was afraid of the baby, too. 
 
ANN:  So he left us and run away to another place, where he was hiding by himself with a few 
other men.  They were just men, and they just simply felt that there was a greater chance for 
them, somehow to survive without us.  But then later on, the last year when we already came to 
that forest, where we felt kind of a little bit secure, because it was a partisan zone.  The Germans 
did not come and make a blockade as often.  If they made a blockade, they knew that they had to 
fight the partisans, too. Not only go and look for Jews.  So they did not come as often. And then 
he rejoined us, and he was with us in the same bunker. So it was my uncle, his two sons. 
 
INT:  Do you remember when the two sons and the uncle were reunited? 
 
ANN:  That was right after the first winter.  It's interesting that you should ask.  These are things 
that we leave out, because it's not the most pleasant things to think about.  That cousin of mine, 
the one that I told you didn't want to run with us?  He, after the second blockade, he left us.  He 
said he knows that his father left, and he is in a different forest.  He's going to find his father.  So 
he rejoined his father.  And when he rejoined his father, he had another younger brother that he 
left with my mother to take care of him.  But as soon as he found his father, he did not come and 
tell us we have a better hiding place, come all of you.  But he quietly came, took away his 
younger brother, who was my age, and he said, "I cannot take you all, because there's not enough 
room there in that hiding place for all of you."  And he left us.  They were already there in that 
other forest, way before us.  But after another blockade where many people were caught and 
killed, and we felt we cannot remain there, we said, “well, we don't care whether they want us 
there or not, we know which forest it is.”  We just packed up, and we moved, yes. 
 
INT:  Was there hard feelings between... 
 
ANN:  No, my father...  And he did other things.  You see, when he left, just to show you what 
type of a person my father was.  When my cousin left, he said, "You are a young man.  Your 
chances of survival are much greater than mine.  What I want you to know is, that in this or that 
place, we didn't have many things, but my mother had a few pieces of jewelry,” and you know, 
everything you had, you bought for coins, because that was the only thing that you could buy 
things for.  The money was worthless.  So my father converted everything into those gold coins.  
And what he did, he buried it in our basement, and he was the only one who knew where the 
burial place is.  When my cousin was leaving us in that forest, he thought, well, in case we are all 
captured and killed, let him at least have.  And this was a nephew from his wife's side, not from 
his side, you understand?  He said, "Just in case if you should survive the war, and we not, I want 
you to know where I buried the gold, that you can have it.  It's for you."  
 
After the second blockade, when the farmers came and said, "All the Jews were killed in that 
forest," and he knew he left us in that forest, because the second blockade, he thought, he was 
absolutely sure that we were also dead, that we were all killed. So he figured, why does he need 
to wait until after the war?  If he will somehow find someone who will go and get him that gold, 
he will be able to exchange it for food or clothing, or something with the farmers, and so he went 
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right next to my home town, found a farmer whom he trusted, and he said, "I will tell you where 
Swirski buried the gold.  If you go and dig it up for me," -- because he was afraid to get into the 
town -- he says, "we'll divide it up half and half for your labor.  And the farmer is not an idiot.  
He went and he found it, he says, "I didn't find anything.  It's all gone."  So my cousin ended up 
with nothing.  That farmer ended up with all our gold.  How did we know it?  Because after the 
war, he was the only one who was able, there was one house... 
 
(END TAPE THREE, SIDE TWO) 
 
(TAPE FOUR, SIDE ONE) 
 
INT:  We continue with Ann Jaffe, who is a survivor, and this is November 11, 1994.  And Ann 
was just concluding the story when the other tape ran out, and she was speaking of the farmer 
who had gone to her house and had dug up the gold coins, and told her cousin that it was too bad, 
that there was nothing there.  And meanwhile, of course, he kept the coins for himself.  And you 
were saying that there was one Jewish house. 
 
ANN:  That's right, there was only one Jewish house left not burned down.  And one of their 
sons survived.  And so before he left, this farmer bought from him that house, and everybody 
knows that he didn't have any money, other than what he dug up probably there, and he was able 
to pay him with gold coins.  But why did I tell you this, to show you what type of a person my 
father was. He harbored no animosity towards my cousin, who was a nephew by marriage to 
him, because he said, “Look, these are war years,” and everybody, he thought-  he meant well.  It 
was a stupid thing to do, but he did not... 
 
INT:  How did your cousin feel? 
 
ANN:  Probably terrible.  I don't know. 
 
INT:  Did he ever say anything? 
 
ANN:  I don't really know whether he apologized to my father or not.  But I know one thing: that 
my father harbored no animosity toward him.  He just felt, look this is one of those mistakes that 
people make in life.  And he did not harbor any animosity towards that farmer, because this 
happened to have been one of the farmers that the Jews really trusted, and he helped, you know, 
other Jews to escape and to survive.  But one thing has nothing to do with the other, you know? 
 
INT:  When you went back, was that farmer still alive?  And still in that house? 
 
ANN:  Still alive.  And he, he gave that house to his daughter. And now that I came back, that 
old farmer is dead a long time ago.  His daughter was still alive, and lived in that very same 
house.  She just died.  The first time when I was there, I still saw her, and the second time, she 
was already dead. 
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INT:  At some point before we're finished talking, not today necessarily, but you'll have to tell 
me about your trips back there and what it was like for you. 
 
ANN:  Well, I don't want to, but it was a memorable thing.  And we have done things.  We had a 
chance to pay back to these farmers, who showed us kindness, now, when they need help, and 
they were overwhelmed.  They were overwhelmed, they just couldn't get over it, that we 
remembered them.  In many cases we had no idea what their names were.  We just knew their 
nicknames or something, and how we traced them down.  The original farmers are dead, but we 
traced down their children, and we told them. 
 
INT:  Now who's "we"? 
 
ANN:  I and my brothers.  And we told them that this is a payback for the kindness of your 
parents. 
 
INT:  Well, since you started, what years did you go back? 
 
ANN:  I was back just now, July 4, we were liberated on July 4. So we went back, because all of 
Byelorussia were celebrating 50 years of liberation from Nazism, so we went, we wanted to be 
there. 
 
INT:  Did you go as a larger group, or just by yourself? 
 
ANN:  No, we went.  I mean, we organized a group ourselves.  My older brother that lives in 
Israel, he's the one that usually organizes. 
 
INT:  What's his name? 
 
ANN:  Meir.  He lives in Haifa.  He organized it, and we all went back.  My older brother, my 
cousin, the one that I told you about, (laughs) that we used to hit with the schoolbag, he lives in 
Israel, too.  He came.  My brother from here, I, another fellow from my home town that survived.  
He lives in Detroit now. And my brother-in-law, my sister Mina's husband.  He felt he wanted to 
go, he says since my sister is dead already, that he wanted to be a part of this group. 
 
INT:  Is he a survivor? 
 
ANN:  Yes.  He also survived in a neighboring forest.  And where we were, in the same place 
where we were, where was our first stop when we escaped from the ghetto, later on there, too, it 
became a partisan zone, and so they were able to be there.  And we visited all the places, and we 
found the farmers. 
 
INT:  What was it like, just going there for the very first time?  Do you remember? 
 
ANN:  Oh yeah, two years ago we went the first time, and I don't know, I will tell you.  The 
emotional thing was, the reason for going there the first time was because we wanted to put up a 
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monument at the mass grave where all the Jews were killed. Because when my brother, the one 
who lives in Israel, he was there already several times, and when he saw that there is, on that 
field, on the spot where they were all shot and buried, there is nothing there left.  That the cows 
are feeding.  He even found remains, bones, from people, because what the grave robbers had 
done, they dug up the grave, and they were trying to see whether they can find on the skeletons, 
gold or gold teeth, or whatever, to convert it into money.  So many of the...bones, they did not 
even bury back.  He found human skeletons on top, laying. So he decided right then and there 
that he is not going to let it remain like this, that they deserve at least some kind of a monument.  
And so he put up, he got all the survivors together, and we collected money.  Most of the money 
he paid himself, I must say.  And we put up a monument.  That's why we went in the first place, 
is to put up the monument. 
 
INT:  Now what time was this? 
 
ANN:  In my home town of Kobilnik. 
 
INT:  How would you spell that? 
 
ANN:  K-o-b-i-l-n-i-k.  But that was before the war.  I want you to know about fifteen years ago, 
under Russian rule, they decided that they will not call it Kobilnik anymore.  They changed the 
name to the village of Naroch, which is the name of the lake nearby.  So it's known now as the 
village of Naroch, and now that the Soviet Union fell apart, many of the citizens there, want to 
go back to the original name.  But I don't know whether they'll do it or not, because they feel that 
this is part, this was obliterated, the original town, that was existing for hundreds and hundreds 
of years. 
 
INT:  It's sort of like St. Petersburg and Petrograd. 
 
ANN:  Yeah.  But if they will remain with a name of village of Naroch, so Kobilnik will become 
obliterated.  Nobody will know it. 
 
INT:  What kind of monument was put up? 
 
ANN:  Very nice.  What my brother did, is first of all, he covered the whole thing with granite, 
and made a place where flowers can be planted on top.  And then he-  two “matzevah,” what do 
you call a matzevah,? Like a stone, you put up two stones, and engraved every single name of 
every person that was shot there, and then he wrote down a very touching third one, saying 
"Passersby"  (crying)...It's hard for me to say it.  (pause)  That "people should stop and meditate 
at the place where so many innocent people were shot by the Nazis and their collaborators." 
 
INT:  Did the townspeople mind? 
 
ANN:  No, they all came out in force when we dedicated the monument.  They all came out in 
force to be with us.  Told us stories that we didn't know.   
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INT:  Stories of things that they had done, or things that had happened to people that you didn't 
know about? 
 
ANN:  You see, in small places like this the farmers are always very curious.  We were afraid 
even to stick our nose out of our houses.  While they ran there in the field, and they were 
watching how the people were executed.  (pause) 
 
INT:  What did they express about their own feelings? 
 
ANN:  No remorse and no regret. 
 
INT:  That's remarkable, but that's how they allowed it to happen to begin with, I guess. 
 
ANN:  This is what I feel.  The only reason why I came back a second time, was because it was 
fifty years of the time of our liberation, and I wanted to find some of the farmers that helped us 
while we were in the forest, and we succeeded in doing it, and we were very happy that we made 
contact with them, and we left them money, so that they will know that we have not forgotten 
their kindness. 
 
INT:  That's remarkable, isn't it? 
 
ANN:  Do you see any other things that I can fill in now? I know you have tons of questions 
there. 
 
INT:  I'm going to limit it today, because I know you want to get ready for Shabbas.  I think a lot 
of these things we talked about, with the -- did you finally get a chance to mourn the people who 
were lost, because remember you said that at the time you couldn't even think about it, because 
you were so busy trying to survive? 
 
ANN:  I think the first few years right after liberation, we did not allow ourselves the luxury of 
thinking about it.  We were so preoccupied with starting a new life.  I remember the first time 
when I broke down and I cried.  It was about five years later. 
 
INT:  You were safe enough to be able to do that. 
 
ANN:  Yeah.  But up until then, I mean, we lived through periods of terrible nightmares after the 
war. 
 
INT:  What were your nightmares about? 
 
ANN:  Constantly, constantly, I think the dreams would be similar.  The Germans are chasing us 
with dogs, and you are running, and you are trying to run away, and all of a sudden you become 
paralyzed, and these were things that used to happen when we run in the forest, when we were 
running away.  When you were in such tremendous fear, you all of a sudden, you think you're 
running, but you're not moving, because your legs are paralyzed. And it was constantly that same 
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fear; that they are chasing and running up to you, and you become paralyzed.  You cannot run.  
And they're going to recapture you. 
 
INT:  Did those dreams ever stop?  Do you still have them now? 
 
ANN:  No.  Now, the only time I have dreams now, and they're not nightmares, they are dreams 
-- then they were really nightmares -- is when I will read a book about the Holocaust, I see 
something about the Holocaust on television, and at the time like this, I will have some kind of a 
dream, but I don't get nightmares anymore. 
 
INT:  At some point did you become aware of the fact that you were sleeping better, and not 
having these terrible dreams? 
 
ANN:  It took time.  I think it might have been when we started to live a more normal life, when 
we moved away from there. We were in these DP camps in Germany, and we threw ourselves, 
you know, into other things.  As a child I went to school, and we started to study, and we devoted 
all our energies, you know, with other things.  I think that those nightmares became fewer and 
fewer, and probably disappeared after awhile. 
 
INT:  Now you had gotten me to the point where you were, the farmer came and said, you can 
come out of the forest, because the Russians had come.  So what did you do? 
 
ANN:  We still stayed down in the forest for one or two days, because we didn't know where to 
go and what to do. We weren't sure.  And then he came a second time, and he said that yes, 
definitely they were all gone.  And once we had a tremendous scare.  The Germans, a couple of 
Germans that were running came into the forest, and we had to run and hide in this couple of 
days while we were there.  But then my father said, we have nothing to do here anymore.  We 
packed up our things, which were nothing, because... 
 
INT:  It took a lot less time to pack, huh?  (laughs) 
 
ANN:  Maybe there was a little bit of dried out bread, or some piece left still in a bag 
somewhere, because I remember I didn't have to carry anything.  (laughs) 
 
INT:  And your brother could walk. 
 
ANN:  That's right, at that time.  And we went from that forest. We walked all the way to my 
home town.  And when we came to my home town, it was burnt to the ground.  Our house was 
burnt.  And we finally found a Christian woman, who lived right near the Jewish cemetery.  Her 
house still stands there, and her granddaughter lives in it, and I visit with her, because she was a 
girl with whom I went to school together, you know, before the war.  And she was all alone in 
that house.  It was a tiny little house.  But when she saw that we have absolutely no place to go, 
she invited us to stay in her house. And we moved in with her, and my father immediately 
started, you know, looking for something for us.  He went to farmers with whom he dealt before 
the war, and they gave him something, some food.  And we had nothing to give in exchange, 
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because we were left without anything.  And we stayed in our home town for a short while.  I 
can't remember how many months it was.  But he saw that there is nothing for us there, and it 
was too painful to just... 
 
INT:  Sure.  How could you live with the... 
 
ANN:  Memories. 
 
INT:  Ghosts of all the people who were gone. 
 
ANN:  Right.  So he decided, we knew a neighboring town that was about 28 kilometers away 
from our town, that there are many survivors have gathered, from all the little shtetls.  We came 
together in that one little town.  And so he says, we are going there.  There is a possibility of 
getting a job, and starting a new life. 
 
INT:  How did you get there, though?  Did you have to walk there? 
 
ANN:  No, we did not walk.  Somebody either took us on a horse and buggy, or maybe he got 
from the Russians somewhere a truck, some kind of a truck, that somebody drove us there. I can't 
remember exactly how it happened.  But I remember we came there, and that town wasn't 
burned.  And one Jewish family that survived, their house was there, and they let us share their 
house, a couple of rooms in their house, and later on my father got a job. 
 
INT:  Do you remember your first bath? 
 
ANN:  The second year in the forest, where we built our dug out, we also built a similar one for 
a bathhouse, and there we used to go in and we would just heat up the stones, and later on with 
hot water, we would pour on it to get steam in it, and we would wash ourselves in that little 
bathhouse.  We made one little bathhouse for all the other dugouts.  But the first bath that we had 
after the first winter, was given to us by one of these farmers. His son we met now this trip.  And 
his grandchildren -- he is dead a long time ago.  And when we came there to his house, and he 
looked at us, he was afraid to let us in the house, because he saw, so he says, "The first thing you 
are doing," he says, "I just heated a bath.  You're going all of you to have a bath."  And we all 
bathed, after not having seen the whole winter long a drop of water to wash ourselves.  It was 
some experience.  This was the first time, and he let us sleep in his house, on the floor.  That was 
the first night that I slept like a log, uninterrupted.  Because when you are laying, you know, on 
the ground, and the cold and everything, it's impossible to sleep. And here the lice stopped biting 
on you, and there was a little warmth.  Who cared whether it was on the floor? 
 
INT:  How did you get yourself to leave the next day? 
 
ANN:  Well, he told us.  He told us we cannot stay.  That he did it only, that he wanted to just 
clean us up a little bit.  And he showed us in the forest where we can go and hide.  And he gave 
us some food, and that night, I remember, she cooked potatoes for us, regular cooked potatoes, 
and she gave us sour milk with it. And we ate, like vultures.  You know. 
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INT:  It was very courageous of them to have done that. 
 
ANN:  A very kind man.  A very kind man.  And this is why we have not forgotten his children, 
and his grandchildren.  We constantly come, we send them parcels from here.  Years ago, to one 
of his sons, who was always helping him do things for us.  It cost us fortunes to send away those 
parcels.  Because in the Soviet Union, they would not let you send, only new clothes, and we 
knew they were poor; they didn't have money.  They put on very high taxes on parcels that you 
got from the States, so we pre-paid all those taxes here, so they won't have to pay.  So I 
remember one parcel we had to pay as much as $200 just in taxes, so that they will be able to 
receive it tax-free.  But we felt that those people deserved it.  And we did it. 
 
INT:  So then, let me just get to the conclusion of this.  So when you left your town, and you 
said you went about 28 kilometers to another town?  Where did you go? 
 
ANN:  To that other town, and there we settled for a couple of years.  We went to school. 
 
INT:  What was the name of it? 
 
ANN:  Postov, Postavy, in Polish.  P-o-s-t-a-v-y.  Probably.  That's how it was spelled in Polish.  
And I visited now to that town. 
 
INT:  So you met, when you got together, was there anybody there you knew?   
 
ANN:  We got to know all the people, because these were all people who drifted in from 
different forests.  Some of them we knew, some we didn't know, we got to know.  But all the 
people that came back there were -- a couple came back from Russia, who managed to escape, 
and they returned.  But most of the Jews that gathered in that town, were like ourselves who 
somehow survived in the forest. 
 
INT:  Were they able to tell you, bring word about people who survived or who didn't survive?  
Is that how you learned? 
 
ANN:  Well, we knew already.  Anybody who didn't show up, we knew was dead.  You know, 
even if they escaped, even if we didn't see them killed.  We knew that they are not there.  
Because everybody tried to come back to their own home town, and to find some kind of a 
relative to see whether, you know, who is alive.  As a matter of fact, from quite a distant town, 
one young man came, he lives in Israel today.  And he heard that somebody by the name of 
Swirski had survived.  And this was my family.  His name was also Swirski, and he thought 
maybe by some chance his father or somebody had survived.  So I remember he made this long 
journey, and came, and looked for us, to see who we were, and whether we are any of his 
relatives.  You know, people were constantly searching. 
 
INT:  Sure, to reconnect. 
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ANN:  To reconnect, yeah. 
 
INT:  How long did you stay there? 
 
ANN:  Two years, until we had an opportunity.  There was a law, it was called Anders's Law.  
There was a Polish general Anders.  And he helped the Russians fight the Nazis, with the 
condition that after the war, you know, when Poland will become an independent state, that all 
former Polish citizens will be able to allowed to return to Poland.  Now, we were considered 
former Polish citizens, so we had an opportunity to leave Russia. And my father saw it, and he 
said, "No way are we staying here. We are leaving as quickly as we can."  Because one of the 
militiamen from my home town was captured, and he was brought to trial in a neighboring town, 
and my father went to be a witness.  And when he was asked, what did he do?  And my father 
said, "He tortured and killed most of the Jews in our home town."  And the Russian judge looked 
at him and he said, "Can you tell me what else did he do besides killing Jews?"  You know, as if 
killing Jews was no crime.  So when my father came back, my father thought quickly.  He says, 
"Yes.  He killed communists." That was already a crime, you see?  So he was given fifteen years, 
and fifteen years later we heard he was released, and he is living somewhere, if he's still alive, 
without... 
 
INT:  But that took courage on your father's part to speak up. Why would he want to call 
attention to himself? 
 
ANN:  This was already after the war, you understand?  Because we wanted, if they caught one 
of those murderers, we wanted them to be punished.  And we never took the law in our own 
hands.  There were opportunities where we could have probably captured them. Once captured, 
we would have quietly killed them.  See, this is the makeup of the Jewish people.  We do not 
look for vengeance. We look for justice.  And so my father came back very disappointed.  He 
says, "The communists are no better than the Nazis, probably.  They don't like us here either.  If 
killing Jews is not a crime, then we've got to get out of here as soon as possible."  
 
INT:  He was wise enough in that instance to see. 
 
ANN:  To see the light.  Yes.  And not only himself, but every other Jew there in town, he was 
very much respected by all the people.  
 
INT:  He told them all to get out? 
 
ANN:  Everybody.  As a matter of fact, I found one Jewish girlfriend there now, and she 
remembers that my father came and begged her aunt.  He said, "You are Jewish. Why are you 
staying? Get out of here.  You have no business."  And she refused to go, and that's how she 
stayed.  And my father wanted to take that girl away from her aunt.  And adopt her and take her 
with us, and her aunt wouldn't let her.  So she stayed. 
 
INT:  So she lived her life there. 
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ANN:  Right.  And she's not interested in leaving now, because she says she has never known 
any Jewish life.  She married a Russian, who abandoned her with a child, and her daughter, who 
thinks of herself as being a Russian, married a Russian, and her grandchildren are Russians, so 
she says, "Where will I go?" You know?  That's where I will remain.  They constantly joke about 
the fact that their “babushka,” that their grandmother, is a "Yavrika," is a Jewess. (laughs) 
 
INT:  So you went... 
 
ANN:  From that town, yes, we left, the first opportunity we had, we took that transport out of 
Russia into Poland.  We came to Poland and we realized, there, too, it's-  we thought it would be 
an independent Poland.  But we looked around, and we see that it's the same communists 
occupied by Russian forces, and by then the Israeli Bricha, what was called, was already well-
organized in Poland.  And they helped, you know, with the underground, it was an underground.. 
 
INT:  What was the Bricha? 
 
ANN:  Bricha was the Israeli organized secret armed forces. 
 
INT:  Does it come from the word baruch? 
 
ANN:  No, no.  These are probably the first letters of... 
 
INT:  Oh, it's an acronym? 
 
ANN:  An acronym of some kind of organization.  But they were the ones who volunteered to 
come into Poland and into Russia everywhere, and to quietly smuggle out the Jews from there. 
And they were the people.  And they told us, you know, there is a way of getting out from 
Poland.  We did.  We followed their example. And we left Poland at night, smuggled out with a 
guide to Czechoslovakia.  From Czechoslovakia they smuggled us out to Austria, and from 
Austria into Western Germany, under American occupation, and this is how we ended up. 
 
INT:  So did you end up in a DP camp? 
 
ANN:  DP camps in Western Germany, right, where we lived for, what, from 1946 until 1951.  
That's five years. 
 
INT:  How old were you in 1946?  Do you remember? 
 
ANN:  In 1946, I was born in '31, so I must have been fifteen years old. 
 
INT:  So you had really lost about, you were eight years old when everything started? 
 
ANN:  Well, ten actually, when the Germans came in, because we don't count the Russian 
occupation from l939 till '41.  It did not affect us. 
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INT:  So you lost those five years. 
 
ANN:  Two years, that's right.  Three years under Nazi occupation, I did not get any schooling at 
all.  After the war two years, I did go back to a Russian school.  And then in the DP camps they 
organized very quickly schools for the children. 
 
INT:  Now did the people group together according to where they lived? 
 
ANN:  Where, in the DP camps?  No, in the DP camps it was, as we came in, as they brought in 
the people, the transports, they would fill up one camp, and then they would go on to the next 
camp.  It happened so that those people with whom we were liberated ended up in different 
camps.  But we made contacts very quickly.  We looked always for each other, and we were 
constantly in touch with them.  Some of them, you know, ended up in further places, and then as 
soon as Israel became an independent state, they immediately went on “aliyah,” and went to 
Israel. 
 
INT:   So by that time they were able to get into Israel. 
 
ANN:  After 1948.  Before that it was not possible.  And we also planned on going, actually.  My 
older brother, that's how he ended up in Israel.  He went as a volunteer to fight, you know, for 
the State of Israel.  And we remained there waiting, to see what he'll write to us.  Whether it's 
possible to come.  And we made, meanwhile, contact with our two uncles. My mother had a 
brother, and my father had a brother, in the United States, and we made contact with them, we 
were writing to them, and so they suggested that instead of going to Israel, that we're so worn out 
from the war years, why don't we come for a few years to the States and rest a little bit, and then 
he says, you can always come and go back to Israel.  And we thought this would be a good idea.  
Give my brother, the older brother, who was already enrolled in a university in Germany, time to 
finish his studies, without having the burden of helping to take care of the family, and then we 
would come. 
 
INT:  So you had a brother in Israel, and then a brother still in Germany doing his studies. 
 
ANN:  No, this is the same brother.  And now I have two brothers in Israel, because that baby 
that I told you during the war years... 
 
INT:  Shelly? 
 
ANN:  Shelly, he came with us -- you have a terrific memory -- he came with us.  Well, we were 
not able to come to the United States immediately because of the quota business, so we went to 
Canada first, and then came to the United States. 
 
INT:  Where did you arrive in Canada? 
 
ANN:  Well, our first stop was Halifax.  We came by boat.  And then by train they took us to 
Toronto. 
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INT:  What did you think?  Well, Toronto was a fairly developed city at that time. 
 
ANN:  Oh sure, but we had already seen big cities.  We had been in Vienna.  In Vienna I lived 
for three months in the transit, you know.  So we stopped off in some very big and nice cities, so 
this was nothing extraordinary. 
 
INT:  It was a good thing that you had those different experiences, because by the time you 
came to Canada, you were already... 
 
ANN:  Civilized. (laughs) 
 
INT:  I was looking for another word!  (laughs) 
 
ANN:  Semi-civilized.  We did need a lot.  Can you imagine, coming in the civilized world, with 
the kind of manners we had? None, practically.  What did we know?  To sleep on the ground, 
and to eat with our hands?  I mean, that's all we knew. And as you get back into a normal life, to 
adjust, it took a long time. 
 
INT:  Now, in so many cases, the parents are unable to adjust and adapt to a new way of life, but 
it doesn't sound like your parents. 
 
ANN:  They adapted very, very, quickly.  Not only that, I mean, my father was a typical 
European man.  A very kind and good man, but he didn't know how to do anything in the 
kitchen. As soon as he came to Canada, and that was years ago, he immediately said, "This is a 
new world, and a new country.  I can't expect you to do everything.  Show me what I can do to 
help you."  He would go and do the shopping for my mother, because he knew it was difficult for 
her; to make it easier for her.  Even in the kitchen, if she asked him to do something, you know, 
like set the table or something.  And even though there were so many kids, he said, "There's 
enough work for everyone."  And it was never beneath him, or he felt embarrassed, or 
something, to do such a thing. 
 
INT:  And the children pitched in, too? 
 
ANN:  Oh, sure, our labors were divided.  We lived in three rooms, six people. 
 
INT:  That was a palace!  (laughs) 
 
ANN:  One tiny little bedroom for my parents, the living room was... 
 
(END TAPE FOUR, SIDE ONE.  NOTHING ON SIDE TWO.  GO ON TO TAPE FIVE) 
 
INT:  Today is December the twelfth.  And I am interviewing... 
 
ANN:  I thought it was the eighth. 
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INT:  Oh, excuse me. The twelfth is my mother's birthday, that's why I was thinking about it.  
Today is December the 8th, and this is tape five of an interview with Ann Jaffe. 
 
Before we get onto the other questions that I'm going to ask you that will deal with what 
happened once when you were in Canada, and what happened to your life there, let me just jump 
back for a few moments, and get his chunk out of the way. 
 
I had asked you the last time whether you were able to mourn for the people that you lost.  And 
you said it took you about five years, to be able to do that.   
 
ANN:  To even think about it.  I did not allow myself to think about it, because it was 
unthinkable, really. I felt that I couldn't, maybe my youth had to do with it.  When you are 
young, you get so absorbed in your own life.  After all, I was liberated at age of thirteen, and 
when you reach the age of eighteen, and you are in school, and all you think about is your 
friends, and you know, socializing.  But I remember it was about the age of eighteen when I first, 
all of a sudden, on a Yom Kippur day, which was the day when everybody was killed, that it hit 
me.  How can I indulge in my own life, and be so absorbed, without remembering what 
happened? 
 
INT:  It was sort of an anniversary, then, that triggered it. 
 
ANN:  Probably, that triggered it, yeah. 
 
INT:  This may sound foolish, but is the mourning ever finished?  Do you ever stop? 
 
ANN:  I don't know if it would have finished, if I would not have embarked on this thing of 
speaking to schools.  It's possible that then it would have lain dormant forever, hopefully, you 
know, because you don't want to remember those things.  But because I started speaking in 
schools about, approximately I would say, sixteen [years], when I came to Wilmington, the year 
after I came to Wilmington, about sixteen or seventeen years ago, and I constantly every year go, 
and every year you remember another incident, and it brings back to your mind things that you 
would probably not think about if I was not speaking about it, or through questions that are asked 
by the children, and you remember an extra episode.  And so that's why it's in front of me 
practically every day. 
 
INT:  So in a sense, that's a way of mourning and grieving for things? 
 
ANN:  It helped me.  It certainly helped me, the fact that I got it out in the open.  Because the 
first few times when I spoke about it, I always cried.  I could not control myself.  And now 
occasionally tears will come to my eyes when I remember something that I have not spoken 
about for a long time.  But I have learned to control it, and you know, you speak before so many 
kids, you don't want to make a fool out of yourself, so you try, things that are too painful to 
remember you try not to mention, and you go through it.  But you feel that it's very important, 
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when you come back from a school, and you see how many young lives you have touched, and 
you try to teach them something about what happened; then you feel it was worthwhile.   
 
INT:  I think you've answered this question for me in a previous interview, about your family 
relationships since the war, because you told me about keeping in touch with your brothers.  
How would you describe that? 
 
ANN:  I think we have always been a very close-knit family.  I've learned it from my parents, I 
saw the way they kept in touch with their siblings always, and it was like part of the family 
always.  And the same thing in my immediate family. There was no such thing, as somebody 
disliking somebody in the family, or resenting for something that they did. You know, my sister 
could do the worst things to me, and I would never hate her, or think and it was something that 
she did once, that I really felt was not the right thing to do.  But when I stopped to think about it, 
and I thought of the reasons why she did it, I didn't even give it a second thought, and I was 
never angry with her. 
 
INT:  Well, I think part of this you attributed to the fact that your parents survived with you, and 
so you had the benefit of your parents after the war. 
 
ANN:  Definitely. 
 
INT:  Which made it much more normal. 
 
ANN:  All the difference in the world.  All the difference in the world, because I can see many of 
my survivor friends who are alone, who survived without their parents, and how much more 
tense and hateful they are or were, because some of them have passed away already.  And there 
was something in their life that was always lacking. 
 
INT:  That they were missing. 
 
ANN:   Missing, yes. 
 
INT:  At any time during your whole experiences, did you ever question your ability or desire to 
go on living? 
 
ANN:  Never.  Never.  The drive for life, you know, the desire to live is so strong, that I 
remember in the worst of times when we literally didn't know whether we will survive till the 
end of the day, you thought, what is going to be the next move?  How?  Can I still, do I still have 
a chance?  Can I save myself?  Can I help one of my siblings to survive?  And this was 
constantly, during the year under the Nazi occupation in my home town, and also in the forest.  
There were many times, moments, when the Germans made blockades around the forest, and 
when you felt that that's it.  I mean, you heard their voices, and you thought you are going to be 
caught right now. And you did not give up for a single moment.  Your mind raced, and said, 
"Well, maybe if I do this, and maybe if I run in this direction, or in the other direction, maybe 
one of us," at least, we had hoped, you know that if not all, maybe one of us will survive.  And I 
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remember the strategy was always when they'll come so close that they can see us, that each one 
run in a different direction, and maybe if they will run after one, another one will have a chance 
to escape.  So never have I, not I, nor do I think any one in my family, has ever thought of 
committing suicide. 
 
INT:  The sense that really, it means that... 
 
ANN:  Or giving up. 
 
INT:  Even in those situations, you still had choices. 
 
ANN:  I don't know what kind of choices... 
 
INT:  Some measure of control. 
 
ANN:  I don't know.  I remember as a child always thinking, because I think I mentioned it, 
because I saw once the way my girlfriends were led before our house to be shot.  And I thought 
to myself, no way am I gonna go.  He will not push me like this, this militiaman.  I will run and 
let him shoot me while I am running, in the back.  There's no way I'll cooperate and walk to the 
grave. 
 
INT:  So you had already thought that through. 
 
ANN:  Yes, yes.  Oh, sure, we had plenty of time to think.  And the only thing we could think of 
was, how to die easier, or how to die quicker, or not in such a humiliating way.  Because to me, it 
was very humiliating to be taken, you know, and forced to do what they want me to do. 
 
INT:  Let me ask you about your faith.  What happened to your faith in G-d during and after the 
war? 
 
ANN:  I really did not think about G-d at all.  We prayed, of course, in our hearts, because this is 
how we were trained. But I never gave it any thought.  My mother was still very religious till the 
end.  Did not think that G-d should be blamed for what's happening to us.  My father, I think, and 
I'm almost sure, he continued to practice Judaism, but I don't think in his heart he... 
 
INT:  I remember you saying that. 
 
ANN:  He felt.  I personally, you know, if somebody would tell me the first years after the war, 
you know, about G-d, I would probably tear them to pieces, (laughs) you know. It's only later 
when I became an adult, and I had children of my own, and I realized that children must be 
brought up with some kind of faith.  And I studied more about my religion, and had a better 
understanding of [what] G-d actually means in everybody's life, that I realized that we cannot 
blame G-d, nor can I accept the fact that what happened to us is as a punishment for our non-
observance. Because I differentiate very much between the moral and ethical behavior of Jews 
that we must practice and is taught to us through the Torah, and the ritual things.  I don't think 
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those ritual things we do is in order to keep us together, to unite us, and to, what is the word that 
I'm looking for?  Make us survive and go into the next generation.  This is a binding, so to say. 
 
INT:  Something that we all have in common. 
 
ANN:  In common, right.  That is fine.  But you practice as much as you can, and what you can't, 
you don't practice, and I don't believe G-d will punish you just because you cannot do all of it. 
But it's the moral teachings of the Torah, and the ethical behavior that we must display at all 
times, that is the essence of our teachings of Judaism.  And in this respect, I feel that I have 
found, you know, G-d again, but not in the sense what the Orthodox might call.  And also the 
fact, that if we will give up our -- I practice as much rituality as possible, but I don't really upset 
myself if I transgress in some way.  You know, to say, “Ach, G-d will punish us.”  Because I do 
not believe that. 
 
INT:  You don't have that kind of concept of G-d. 
 
ANN:  No, no.  He has put us here in this earth for us to rule ourselves, and given us the laws to 
be, but to say that G-d has that power over each individual to punish us for every little 
transgression, we would never accept such a G-d.  Nor would we forgive Him for the things that 
He has done. 
 
INT:  So it works both ways. 
 
ANN:  It works both ways, that's right.  If this is a relationship, then definitely, if G-d wants us, 
He has to accept us, too, for who we are. I know that many people might disagree with it, but I 
feel that this is the relationship. 
 
INT:  (laughs) No, I'm very comfortable with those ideas. Well, I guess we've talked about this a 
little:  The role that Jewish identity and tradition has played in your life since the war. 
 
ANN:  Because I was born in it.  And I have always -- there was a time when I really practiced 
very little, in my youth. And then, as soon as the children were born, I realized that I must raise 
the children in the Jewish faith.  And that I must do more than ever, for them to learn, so that 
another generation will survive. And I feel that I have done quite well, living in this free society, 
because all my children, all my children, know - I will not say they all practice kashruth, but in 
their homes at least, each and every one of them has those two sets of dishes, and bring in only 
kosher meat.  What they eat on the outside, that's their business, but at least their homes are set 
up in a Jewish way. 
 
INT:  So you could eat in your children's homes. 
 
ANN:  That's right. 
 
INT:  Well, it's only by those standards that you can really judge.  I mean, it's what people do.  
You see what they're doing. 
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ANN:  And also when it comes to a Jewish holiday, they always will take off from work, and 
will take off from school, this is what I did for my children.  I made sure that they realized that 
there is no such thing as - I mean, the minor holidays like Chanukah and Purim, which we're 
allowed to.  But when it came Shavuot, and when it came Sukkot, I explained to them that this is 
a Biblically ordained holiday, and we must practice it. So I always made sure that they stayed 
home from school. 
 
INT:  And they were okay with that, even though, I'm sure, that other children went to school?  
Other Jewish children? 
 
ANN:  I always found a friend or two who believed in the same thing, and these are the type of 
friends that I always sought out, and their children, too, have done the same thing.  So they were 
not the only ones.  
 
INT:  So you had a support system. 
 
ANN:  There was a little support system, right.  It is important, because all by yourself, they 
could become resentful about it. This way... 
 
INT:  I'm laughing, because I faced the same issues with my children. 
 
ANN:  It's much easier. 
 
INT:  Well, let's go back to Canada.  The last time we spoke, you were describing your 
apartment, and what your life was like there, and how difficult it was to learn how to live inside 
and in a more civilized society, and eating with table manners and all of that.  Tell me from there 
on, leading to the point where you met your husband.  And just let's go chronologically from 
there. 
 
ANN:  I actually met my husband in the DP camps in Germany.  His father and my father were 
born in the same little shtetl, and my father moved away from there at the age of three.  But it 
was only 28 kilometers away, and I spent many summers - not many, two, actually, before the 
war - in his little shtetl.  He was not there, because they were well-to-do people, and they would 
go away the summers, you know, in summer resort places. 
 
INT:  But for you, going there was a summer resort. 
 
ANN:  Right.  Because we had adult relatives who took care of me and pampered me a little, 
because my mother had, what, five kids, and she had enough without me.  She was all too glad to 
get rid of one child, you know, for a little while, to make it easier on herself.  So the families 
knew each other, and the last year in the displaced persons' camp, when they came and joined 
our camp, that I got to know him.  And I think everybody looked up to him.  He had a younger 
brother who was more my age, and I was friendly with.  But they looked up to him because of 
the fact that he was one of those few who, instead of idling his time away, spent his time 
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studying always, and so he was already, I think, at Heidelberg, or university, or somewhere.  I 
think it was Heidelberg, and studying already chemistry.  So when he would come for the 
summer, I remember we nicknamed him "The student" because...(laughs).  And he would come 
into our house, and I always thought that his interest was more in discussing politics with my 
father, than an interest in me. 
 
INT:  Did he say later that he had been interested in you at that time? 
 
ANN:  Yes.  He said that he was coming not to discuss politics. But you see, here the young 
people are very astute in this kind of thing. We were really very...I don't know what to say, 
unschooled in the romance department.  We had no idea.  You know, if he came in, if he wanted 
to talk to me, he would have asked me out.  His brother, on the other hand, who wanted, who 
asked me to go to dances with him, and I knew that he was not romantically involved with me, or 
I with him.  We simply look for someone to go with, or to come out and play a game of 
volleyball, or... 
 
INT:  Now how old were you at this time? 
 
ANN:  At that time, this was in '46?  No, that was later.  This was already in 1950.  So I was 
about eighteen, nineteen years old already. 
 
INT:  Oh, so you really were...eligible. 
 
ANN:  Oh, yes, I was a young lady.  I was a young lady at that time.  But there was nothing 
really, because we all knew that we will have to part soon.  Everyone emigrated wherever they 
could. And he emigrated to the United States, and I remember when he went, everyone came and 
said goodbye to each family that departed.  And we were waiting, too, for our papers to go to 
Canada because we could not come to the United States. There was some kind of a... 
 
INT:  But your plan, I remember you said your plan initially was to go to Israel. 
 
ANN:  Yes.   
 
INT:  And your brother went and you figured he would go and get things set up.  In the 
meantime you had relatives who said, "Please come to the United States, spend a few years 
here." 
 
ANN:  But we could not because of some kind of a technicality, we did not arrive in Germany 
early enough, so we could not come to the United States directly.  And friends sent us papers; we 
came to Canada. So we had like a stopover there, for about three years, and that's when my 
husband to be, I mean, he was not yet, but he met some of my girlfriends at the beach and found 
out, asked where... 
 
INT:  This was in the United States? 
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ANN:  In the United States.   
 
INT:  He met friends, and they said you were in Canada. 
 
ANN:  And he asked, "Do you know where Ann is?  Are you in touch with her?"  And they told 
him, "Yes, we write to each other."  So then he took from them the address, and started writing. 
 
INT:  He really was interested. 
 
ANN:  He must have been interested, because otherwise he would not have... 
 
INT:  He followed you to another country. (laughs) An international romance. 
 
ANN:  I always joke.  I say, always the imported merchandise seems to be better, huh?  We fool 
you. (laughs) 
 
INT:  So he came, and what did he do, did he write to you? 
 
ANN:  He wrote to me, and wanted to know whether I was involved with anyone.  And right 
away he came to the point, and I told him that I just broke up a relationship that I had with a guy 
for more than a year, also from the United States, and at this moment I'm not seeing anyone, and 
so he said that he would like, the next vacation that he has, he would like to come out and visit.  
And that's how it started.  And we were engaged probably for about two years, I would say,  
because he wanted to finish school.  He was working on his master's in organic chemistry, and so 
he wanted to make sure that there is an understanding between us, so he brought me an 
engagement ring. (laughter) 
 
INT:  He didn't want to take any chances! 
 
ANN:  No.  And then when he finished school, that's when we planned the marriage. 
 
INT:  Now what were you doing during those two years? 
 
ANN:  During those two years, I worked.  Of course, we had to work.  Every one of our children 
worked.  And I went to night school to learn English.  And as soon as I learned a little bit of 
English, I realized that the only thing that I have, really, that I know quite well, is my Hebrew 
that I studied in school in the camps and before the war.  And so when I read in the Jewish 
newspaper that they have a school for Hebrew teachers - it was called the Herzliyah School in 
Toronto - I said to myself, “now that's something that I might look into.”  And when I went, and 
they tested me on my Hebrew, and they said, "Oh, you're qualified."  So I went and I studied 
there for one year in the Herzliyah School before I got married and came here. Because what we 
did, we filled out our papers, everything that was necessary for emigration, even before our 
marriage, so that once we got married, and since he was...he was not a citizen yet, no, but he had 
a green card. But there must have been a law or provision that if you marry somebody that you 
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can bring them into the country. Because I remember shortly, maybe a week or two later, we 
were ready to come to the United States. 
 
INT:  So you were married in Canada? 
 
ANN:  I was married in Canada, in Toronto, right.  My father was still alive, and he died just one 
month after I got married. 
 
INT:  Oh. That's wonderful that he lived to see you married. 
 
ANN:   Right.  And I came to the United States. 
 
INT:  And what city did you come to when you came here? 
 
ANN:  Well, my in-laws lived on the Lower East Side, so we actually moved in for a few weeks, 
or maybe a month, with them, until we were able to find an apartment.  And then we found an 
apartment in Brooklyn, on St. John's Place; it's right near Eastern Parkway, and so we rented it, 
and we moved out there. And we lived there for about three years in that apartment, until my 
husband finished and got his Ph.D., and then he looked for a job, and he found one in New 
Jersey, and we moved to New Jersey. 
 
INT:  What was it like for you to come to the United States, and live in New York? 
 
ANN:  There's not much of a difference between Canada and the United States.  The greater 
adjustment was from Europe to Canada. 
   
INT:  Did you live mostly with Jewish people?  Did you speak, were you with people who spoke 
Yiddish? 
 
ANN:  Yes.  We kept together.  This was, I think, our best support system, was all those 
immigrants.  We felt right away, that with American Jews, we were kind of the “greenhorns 
[unsophisticated newcomers], and even our own family differentiated.  And we kind of felt, well, 
we don't have to be second-class citizens to anyone. We can be on our own, and have our own 
support system amongst our own immigrants, and that was really very important; because you do 
need some kind of support system.  We felt that we were snubbed by our American relatives, so 
we kind of, you know, stuck together, until we slowly eased in into American life.  It is only later 
on, when we got good jobs, and finished school, and had accomplishments on our own, that we 
were later on accepted.  I don't know whether it ever... 
 
INT:  Big deal.  Big deal, by then who cared? 
 
ANN:  I don't know whether ever as equals, but at least looked upon a little bit more kindly.  
And you know what was very painful to us?  I must be very honest.  The lack of interest by our 
relatives -- I can't speak about all American Jews -- as to what happened during the war years.  
Nobody ever asked! I mean, I had two uncles and they had yet to ask for details as to when, and 
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how, after all, their sisters, their brothers were killed, and their nieces and nephews , everybody,  
as to when and how.  Nobody wanted to know.  My uncle would always say, "Well, it was 
painful enough to read about it in the New York Times.  Do we have to go over it another time?"  
And he was a very kind and good man. He was a very kind man.  It's just, I don't think the Jewish 
mentality-  it was too painful for every one of us to think about it right away in the years after the 
war. We wanted it buried for a while, until we felt comfortable to talk about it. 
 
INT:  Do you think that people felt guilty about not having done anything, or about having 
survived when other people did not survive? 
 
ANN:  I cannot speak for others.  I don't know how American Jews felt.  But we certainly felt a 
kind of in a bit accusatory way, that not enough was done for us.  When later on, when we 
learned what was happening, and we saw that American Jewry, I mean when you read now in 
books, that historians have documented, how really they were afraid to rock the boat, because 
they were afraid for their own existence.  And that was not the right thing to do.   
 
The only plausible explanation that I ever heard about this whole thing, was from Rabbi 
Soloveitchik, “olev hasholem”[may he rest in peace], he has died already.  And I once went to 
Philadelphia when I found out that he'll be speaking there.  I went to listen to him. And this was 
his explanation.  And this is something that I can understand. Because he said that the Orthodox 
rabbis went to President Roosevelt, and tried to reach him, and tried to speak to him. Now we 
found out that he sent out somebody to the front door to meet the delegation, and he himself 
sneaked out through the back door, so that they will not find him there.  And he said that they 
had, the whole Jewish community, had had such great trust in Roosevelt, because he has turned 
around, brought them out of the Depression and everything else, that they could not possibly 
conceive that he might not have the Jewish interests at heart.   
 
And so when they came and they spoke to him, and when he said, "Trust me.  When the right 
time will come, I will do what's needed."  They trusted him, and this was the reason why they 
have not done more, and why they have not, really, like my father used the expression, I think I 
mentioned to you, during the war, he said, "Wait, wait, when our brethren in the United States 
will find out what Hitler is doing to the Jews, they'll break down the doors of the White House, 
and they will make sure that something will be done for us."  But nobody broke those doors 
down.  Nobody staged sit-ins, or lay-ins, like the black people did at the time.  And so - look, we 
do not hold any grudges; I don't believe that there is such a thing as blaming somebody, or 
blaming anything particularly.  We just have to be vigilant at all times, and make sure, you know 
-- I mean the Holocaust has taught us, that if someone of our enemies threatens us, we take it 
seriously from now on.  We don't say it's just rhetoric - just the same as with the Arab countries, 
or with Nasser when he said that he's going to push us into the sea, or drown us into the sea. We 
take this kind of thing seriously from now on.  We don't... 
 
INT:  Can't afford not to. 
 
ANN:  We cannot afford not to, right.  And say that so and so is bluffing, or testing us. 
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INT:  Now how long were you married before you had your first child? 
 
ANN:  Three years.  After three years of marriage, my first daughter was born.  And the 
children, I must say, were spaced quite well. 
 
INT:  Good for you. (laughs) 
 
ANN:  Because I felt after two years that I was not really, it was too soon to have another child, 
because marriage with a European man, or most, at least, is such that they think their obligations 
are to go out and earn a livelihood, and everything else falls under the heading, the wife has to 
do. And so the raising of the children, and keeping house, and doing everything else for the 
family, I had to do.  And I felt it was too much for me after two years to have another child.  So I 
waited three years, and I felt it was very wise.  Because when you have a three year old or a two 
year old, makes all the difference in the world in raising them.  And then with my son I waited 
four years. 
 
INT:  So your children have a seven-year span? 
 
ANN:  A seven years span, right.  And my son - it's interesting, I never wanted a third child; just 
as my daughter now doesn't want a third child.  I felt I have two children, and it's hard enough, I 
wanted to have a little bit of a life for myself.  If I get weighed down with another child, that's 
going to be it.  My best years will be gone, and I will not be able to do anything. However, what 
made me agree to have a third child, to be honest with you, was the death of President Kennedy. 
 
INT:  Really? 
 
ANN:  Yes.  When he was assassinated, and my husband was always after me, saying that well, 
maybe we should have a third child. You see, I did not accept his reasoning, because we had two 
girls.  If I had a girl and a boy, he would have been satisfied. He would not have wanted another 
child.  And just because we had two girls, he wanted another child, maybe it would be a son, you 
know.  And to me, this was terribly discriminatory.  If you want a child, it makes no difference 
what the sex of the child is.  So I really felt that I didn't want any more children. But then when 
President Kennedy was assassinated, all of a sudden it made me realize that here is a family that 
had, what, eleven children, and take a look, one tragedy after another is taking away so many 
children.  So when you have only two children, G-d forbid, if something happens in life, you 
later on, and it's too late. You... 
 
INT:  I always think about the people who say well, one child is enough...what a scary thing that 
is. 
 
ANN:  Each one has their own reasoning.  And this was my reasoning, and it was only after the 
assassination of President Kennedy that I told my husband, Well, all right, I don't mind. Let's 
have another child.  And thank G-d, it was a son, and so he was happy.  And I'm quite happy 
with him, too.  Because he's a very... 
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INT:  So everybody won. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  That's right.  And I'm not sorry. 
 
(END TAPE FIVE, SIDE ONE) 
 
(TAPE FIVE, SIDE TWO) 
 
ANN:  You were asking about the children, whether I ever hesitated about having children.  I did 
not hesitate, and I think, what really gave me strength and the desire to have children, and to go 
on with a normal life, is the fact of the State of Israel; the existence of the State of Israel. If we 
would not have had the State of Israel after the war, I don't think I would have continued with a 
Jewish life.  And this is not a statement that I make lightly.  I felt it was not really-  why bring in 
another generation of people to expose to more suffering?  And it is the creation of the State of 
Israel, the fact that the Jewish people have a homeland now.  And if... 
 
INT:  So you would have felt so vulnerable... 
 
ANN:  Definitely.   
 
INT:  Without the State of Israel, that... 
 
ANN:  That I probably, I probably would not have cared.  I might have intermarried just to get 
away from Judaism, so that I will not have Jewish children to expose them to this kind of 
treatment.  And I say "probably," because nobody can be for sure. But I know one thing for sure: 
that this is what gave me the desire to live and rebuild my life and have children, and raise them 
with love for Israel, and the Jewish people. 
 
INT:  Actually, I remember, I was about ten years old when Israel was established.  And I 
remember how different it made me feel to know that there really was a state where Jews could 
go and live. 
 
Well, you already told me that you and your husband sort of had a European style marriage, in 
that he felt his job was to earn the money, and your job was to take care of the family.  Did that 
ever change over the years? 
 
ANN:  No.   
 
INT:  (laughs) Never? 
 
ANN:  Well, I don't think, the children grew up, and after the children grew up our life has 
changed, in that I have taken charge of my own life, and do pretty much what I feel is good for 
me, but I don't think people change, or change their attitudes, unless they get... 
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INT:  But your father did.  Remember, you told me, after you got to Canada?  He said what can I 
do, and helped your mother. 
 
ANN:  Yes, definitely.  But my father also never hesitated even before the war to help my 
mother.  And he was a very kind and broad-minded person. But there are certain men, especially 
European, or Russian, or, there might be many here in the United States, too, but I have not 
encountered that many, that have that very rigid male chauvinistic attitude.  And this thing 
persists through life regardless whether they will deny it or not. It doesn't matter. 
 
I have changed, I think, in the fact that, or maybe I have already had that little thing in me even 
when I was a child, but I did not understand it.  That a human being, you know, is an equal 
human being.  If you're capable, it makes no difference whether you're a man or a woman. 
 
INT:  Well, was he comfortable with you living your life the way you did, when the children 
needed you less, and you developed yourself more?  Was that okay with him? 
 
ANN:  Whether it was okay or not, I don't know.  Because I explained to him, whether he likes it 
or not, that's the way it's going to be, because I cannot forever be a “yes dear” woman for the rest 
of my life.  And he understood it. He understood it, that I need my own expression, I need my 
own life to do, pursue.  Besides, he became so much busier in his job, and then he did not expect 
me to just sit here and clean house and cook and wait for him to come home; that I needed a life 
of my own.  And if it were not for this, our marriage would have probably broken up many years 
ago.  Because it's not like in Europe, that stereotype, for better or worse, you know, you're in it.   
 
INT:  Well, how did you make decisions? 
 
ANN:  For the house? 
 
INT:  Well, we'll start with the house. 
 
ANN:  Well, usually, we try to make it together.  But I must be very honest.  If my husband 
didn't want something, or if he wanted something, it got done.  Because he was much stronger 
than I am.  I am a kind of person, I will express my -- I hate fighting. I cannot stand arguments 
and fighting -- so to avoid an argument, many times I gave in and just, because certain things do 
not matter to me that much. I mean... 
 
INT:  They weren't critical. 
 
ANN:  What difference did it make to me, you know, when we went out to shop for furniture, 
whether it was this or slightly different?  You know, so if he felt that this is what he definitely 
wanted, it was usually I who gave in. There's no question about it. 
 
INT:  Now what about with the children?  Who made the decisions for the children? 
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ANN:  Well, it depends on what.  When it came to their upbringing, he really had a hands-off 
attitude except for criticizing; maybe, that I'm not strict enough, or not persistent enough in 
certain things. And I felt, I did what I thought was right, and what was convenient for me. You 
know, if a man does not help, he cannot tell you: "A child should not wake up in the middle of 
the night and want this and want that." If you're not going down to give the child a drink of 
water, you have nothing to say, whether the child will get a drink of water or not in the middle of 
the night.  So when it came to raising the children, or their Jewish education, that's where I made 
all those decisions, because he does not believe in it, and as far as he's concerned, he would have 
rather not had it, you know.  And I decided that I want them... 
 
INT:  Did they sense his attitude?  Did they know how he felt about it? 
 
ANN:  I assume they did.  I'm sure that they did, because he's a person who speaks his mind very 
openly, and clearly.  But thank G-d, my mother was still alive, and living near us. My children 
adored her and loved her.  And so I spent a lot of time with my children at my mother's, and they 
have kind of absorbed the Jewishness, the Judaism from her, and they loved it, coming to her 
holidays, we spent always with her.  And spending a lot of-  even Shabbas afternoon, I always 
made sure that I brought the children to her house, and spent some time there.  So they were very 
receptive, actually, to this type of a Jewish upbringing.  Because this is why I said, it made 
them... 
 
INT:  So it was very pleasant, and it was a very loving experience for them. 
 
ANN:  Always, always, always a very good experience being in my mother's house.  She didn't 
care so much whether the house was properly cleaned, or not properly cleaned.  What she cared 
was, is when the children came, whether they found a loving and warm house, with catering with 
the foods that they wanted, and so forth.  That was more important to her.  But when it came to 
their education, later on in college, I must say that the children, all three of my kids were quite 
intelligent, and knew what they wanted.  The oldest really fell into it. The only reason why she 
went into, she kind of sensed that she wants to get a profession that would be either in the legal 
field, or in the medical field.  But when, accidently, you know, it was announced in her high 
school, that Lehigh University in conjunction with the Medical College of Pennsylvania have a 
six year medical program.  And she was the kind of focused person; that she wanted everything 
done as fast as possible; and she had already had all her credits in high school, so she did not 
have to finish the last year of high school.  And so she applied on early admission for that 
program.  And she thought if she'll be accepted, fine; if not….  And luckily she was accepted for 
it. 
 
INT:  Do you think that your husband was a role model for the children in terms of his 
accomplishments and, did they... 
 
ANN:  I don't...probably.  Probably.  The children have always wanted, you know, to get a 
higher education.  However, take a look with my second daughter.  She had the same role model, 
and everything else, and she refused to do it, and she did not. Because he tried very hard to 
pressure her to go into...to go into something, what he called a definite, you know...profession.  
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(Look at those two birds on the tree...if I had a camera.  They were just touching beaks a minute 
ago, as if they were kissing.  That would have been a wonderful shot!  (laughs) Or maybe they're 
fighting, who knows?) 
 
INT:  Let's think they're happy. (laughter)  Well, when did you leave New York?  How long did 
you stay there? 
 
ANN:  Well, we lived there only about three years, in Brooklyn, and then my husband got a job 
as soon as he graduated.  He got a job with DuPont, which was in Newark, New Jersey, and so 
we moved right away.  My mother lived at that time already in Elizabeth, New Jersey. She came 
from Canada also. 
 
INT:  Did she live near any of the other family?  Why did she move to New Jersey? 
 
ANN:  She moved to New Jersey because my sister got married and lived in New Jersey.  We 
kind of always liked to congregate near each other, so that we would be close.  And so when my 
sister moved to New Jersey, my mother, there was a place for a job for her in the Jewish 
community, in the Jewish “mikveh [ritual bath]”in Elizabeth. So she accepted it, and she lived 
there in Elizabeth, and because my mother lived in Elizabeth, we looked for a community that 
would be close there. 
 
INT:  But it was just lucky that your husband got the job at DuPont, which would put him in 
New Jersey. 
 
ANN:  Well, it's not; he had choices.  He could have gone other places.  And he felt that I 
wanted to be near my mother, and near my sister, and he agreed with it.  I think he felt much 
closer to my family, probably than to his.  Because we were a close family, and we always got 
together, and it was a very warm feeling, being with my family. 
 
INT:  So he was -- it was a family for him, as well. 
 
ANN:  Well, he had his own parents.  But I don't think that he... 
 
INT:  Where did they live at this time? 
 
ANN:  In Brooklyn.  They lived in Brooklyn.  But I think he felt probably more comfortable.  I 
wouldn't say closer, but more comfortable with my mother and my... 
 
INT:  That's wonderful.  So your children were, let's see, you had one child at that time, or two 
children when you moved to Jersey? 
 
ANN:  When we moved to New Jersey, I had one, and then my second daughter was born, and 
my son was born also in New Jersey. And then it was a quite a few years later, sixteen years later 
or so, that my husband was moved from New Jersey, with the DuPont Company here to 
Wilmington, to Wilmington, Delaware.  And we've been here ever since.  And I love it here. 
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INT:  Yes, I can understand why.  How did you deal with the war with your children?  How did 
they find out about it, or what was that whole experience like for them? 
 
ANN:  I did not sit down with them and tell them, “look, I was in a war, and this is what I went 
through.”  In the younger years, I felt that they were not ready to learn about those kinds of 
things.  They have learned through osmosis, so to say, when we would get together with my 
mother on a holiday, or on a Shabbas, and if somebody didn't want to eat, and the first remark 
would always be, "Well, in the war years, we would lick the plate with this kind of food.  There's 
no nonsense.  What do you mean, you don't like it?  There's no such thing as not liking food."  So 
they heard many times stories, or little things, little anecdotes that we were told.  But they never 
really put two and two together. 
 
INT:  When you told me about eating, I'm just wondering, was it hard for you to deal with the 
normal childhood “mishegas [craziness]” about eating, or not eating?  Was your own attitude 
affected by what happened to you? 
 
ANN:  I think so.  I think so.  There's no such thing.  There's no nonsense.  I tried very hard to 
not aggravate the children, and to give them the things they want, especially when they're very 
little, they go through those stages where they want nothing but hot dogs, and nothing but fried 
chicken, and hamburgers, that's right.  So I felt, look this is what, this is their period where they 
have to go through it, so I gave them all those things.  But there was no such thing as really being 
very stubborn, "I'm not going to eat this; I don't want that."  I've never made a fuss.  "You will be 
hungry, you'll come and you'll eat.  You don't want it, that means you're not hungry enough."  
Because I remember during the war years once, my mother forced me to eat something, because 
there was absolutely nothing else to eat.  And I said, No, I couldn't eat it.  It was cabbage.  I don't 
know why I hated cabbage.  Now I love it.  (laughs) 
   
INT:  When it's fixed a little better, and it's indoors! 
 
ANN:  And the only thing that we had was that little cabbage soup, and she felt she had nothing 
else to give me, and I didn't want to eat it, and I can remember she hit me for it several times.  
She says, "You're going to eat it, because that's all I have, and you have to have it, and that's it."  
And that always stood out in my mind, and I never forced the children to eat, if they didn't want 
it. 
 
INT:  But you must have seen a lot of food wasted in the United States. 
 
ANN:  Well, I don't waste food.  It's not part of me. 
 
INT:  I asked, does it bother you when you see food wasted? 
 
ANN:  It doesn't bother me; I just feel badly that why are people so wasteful?  Because even in 
this country, there are so many who go hungry, and why not just buy what you need instead of 
just throwing it away?  You know, like even now, my daughter, as I told you lives with me now.  
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I see in the morning, she'll not bother to put cream cheese on the bagel, and the kids will take 
two bites.  You don't want it, throw it in the garbage, you know. I don't do this kind of thing.  I 
will not say anything to her because I don't want to aggravate her, but I don't do this kind of 
thing.  
 
INT:  I can imagine.  So your children early on, just by conversation with the extended family, 
they would hear things about the war. 
 
ANN:  They absorbed a little bit.  And the first time they really got the complete story, was when 
I came here to Delaware. And I was invited for the first time to speak in one of the churches. 
And my younger daughter and my son said they would like to come along.  They would want to 
hear what I have to say.  And when, for the first time, I told the full story, as to how I survived 
the war, it was a revelation to them. 
 
INT:  How did they react to that? 
 
ANN:  They...all of a sudden, they started, you know, to become very protective of me.  And 
even to this day, and I cannot stand it, because I feel that I can take care of myself.  My son is so 
protective of me.  Every little thing that happens, he just doesn't know to do enough for me.  And 
he's so concerned, constantly, about my health, and my mental well-being, and what not. 
 
INT:  But your husband -- now how your husband gone through anything during the war? 
 
ANN:  My husband was very lucky.  His whole family was taken just before the Germans came, 
a year earlier, by the Russians, because he comes from a wealthy family.  They were taken away 
to Siberia, to Russia.  They uprooted, what they call the bourgeois, and his family was one of 
those who were lucky enough to have been uprooted and taken to Siberia.  Now I'm sure they 
went through difficulties in Siberia, too, during the war years. 
 
INT:  It's a little cold.  (laughs) 
 
ANN:  It's cold, and I remember he tells everybody this terrible thing, that all they had to live on 
was those potatoes and the little bit of meat that they could buy from the Russian farmers.  But I 
have to laugh when he says ... 
 
INT:  A little bit of meat. 
 
ANN:  This was hardship, you know, to compare with what we went through.  And he really 
never, it might have been one of the reasons why I did not want to tell the children, speak about 
it.  (phone interruption) 
 
INT:  We were talking about your husband's experiences in the war.  So I was wondering -- now 
your children became protective of you.  Did that encourage him to talk at all about his 
experiences? 
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ANN:  Well, now he speaks a lot about his experiences.  But what I wanted to tell you is this.  
One of the reasons probably why I did not speak to my children, is every time when we would 
get together, and we needed it, with my mother, and with friends, who survived with us together, 
and we kept in touch with all of our survivors from my home town.  And we would on occasions 
get together, or with other survivors from different places, and tell each other little anecdotes 
about how we survived, and what happened at a certain time.  And every time this was over, my 
husband would be really angry.  He said, "Why do you need to talk about it?  What is it?  Do you 
need to feel sorry for yourself? That's not good for you."  He did not have that understanding. 
You can be a very good scientist, but when it comes to human emotions, you don't necessarily 
understand what is the right thing.  I felt that we needed it.  We had no one to share with, and we 
had each other, so we always used to reminisce, and tell each other about our experiences, and 
remember things. I think that was a very, you know, like a healing process. 
 
INT:  If you didn't need it, you wouldn't have done it. 
 
ANN:  Yes.  It was a healing process for us, and he interpreted it always as we are feeling sorry 
for ourselves.  It was not true.  We did not.  We were strong, and resilient, you know. But this 
part, we needed.  We needed to get it out of our systems, so that we will not become hateful 
individuals, and just see things in a dark side of life. 
 
INT:  But you already had the experience early on that Americans who had been born here, 
didn't want to hear about it.  Who would you talk to? 
 
ANN:  So we knew the only people we could talk to was amongst ourselves.  But my husband 
did not have an understanding for this, and this might have been the reason why I kept it from 
my children, because of his disapproval, so to say, of talking about it.  But when I came here to 
Wilmington, as soon as I was invited, the first time, and my children heard me, they encouraged 
me, and they said, "Ma, that's something that you must do, because you do it well."  Because of 
the fact that I got involved with teaching and I was accustomed to speak in front of children, 
always, and adults.  They felt that I would put that story together so well, that I must continue 
doing it and sharing it. 
 
INT:  Could you see any change in the way they lived their lives, or any of their attitudes at that 
point? 
 
ANN:  My children?  I don't know whether this might have had, and maybe that's something that 
you would have to ask them.  I know all of them were very good-natured, very good-natured, and 
very tolerant.  Especially, you know, I remember my son would go out of his way to do 
something for a less fortunate person.  And we always used to say to him, "Look.  People are 
taking advantage of you, of your goodness.  And why do you need to do it?" And he always said, 
"Look, Ma, if they need it, if the people will take advantage of me, and if they need it for their 
well-being, if it doesn't do me any harm," he said, "I don't have any of those hang ups.  It doesn't 
matter to me.  It makes somebody else feel good, so let them have it."  He said, "Don't worry, I'm 
not stupid.  I will not let somebody take advantage of me when I feel that it's not good for me.  
But if it doesn't do me any harm, I don't care."   
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He always, you know, especially when it was -- I remember once he, we drove up in a parking 
lot, and he saw a black girl stuck with a car, and she needed a boost.  And I was in a hurry.  He 
said, "Ma, I'm sorry.  I don't care what.  I don't want them to think that just because we are white 
we're going to pass them up and not offer them help."  He says, "We're going to stop, and we're 
going to offer them."  And he did.  He always looked out for the underdog.  Always looked out 
for the less fortunate ones, you know, to help them, to do something for them.  And my daughter, 
my older daughter, the one who's a physician also, always, whenever somebody from the city 
would come, and they needed somebody more than just a physician, but a... 
 
INT:  Specialist? 
 
ANN:  A shoulder to cry on, something to help, you know, someone to help.  She would take her 
time and always do it for them. 
 
INT:  That's something that's really a tradition in your family.  It goes back to your parents. 
 
ANN:   That's why I said, I don't know whether the Holocaust had anything to do with it.  I think 
this is something that they've inherited from their grandmother, and maybe from their mother.  
 
INT:  Yes.  
 
ANN:  We learn by what we see. 
 
INT:  Oh, absolutely, rather than what we say. (laughs)  What we say, and what they see don't 
agree.  It's what they see that counts. 
 
ANN:  Absolutely, and they saw that my mother, with the little earnings that she had, would 
probably give away much, much more than many wealthy people, to charities, to all kinds of 
charities, because she believed that this is the Jewish way of life.  That this is what she should 
do. 
 
INT:  That's a great inheritance to give to grandchildren. Absolutely.  Well, let me ask you a few 
questions about your philosophy of child-rearing.  I think we've touched on this. How would you 
describe your attitude toward discipline with your children? 
 
ANN:  To be firm, but not to be fanatical about anything.  I mean, really, a child needs 
expression, and to discuss it with them.  However, if discussion doesn't lead anywhere, you must 
put your foot down.  Today's children, I'm glad I don't have to raise them, because I see the way 
my daughter is having such a hard time raising these two girls. And you're not even allowed to 
touch a child.  A parent is not allowed to touch a child.  I'm not talking about beatings, but I'm 
talking about really show firm resolve.  You just cannot do it, and that's it, you know.  And if a 
child is disrespectful, and speaks back, there is nothing wrong with giving them a slight smack, 
just to show that there is, you know.  In today's world, it doesn't exist. 
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I did this to my children.  I raised them if it was something that they really did not like, or didn't 
want, I always told them, "You can disagree with me respectfully.  It doesn't have to be with 
disrespect.  We can sit down, we can talk about it, and if you feel that, if you'll convince me that 
this is what you want, then by all means, you can have it."  I was always the go-between between 
them and their father.  Because he's much stricter than I am, and I had to always step in.  And be 
the moderate person, to bring a little moderation into that life. Because I didn't want them to feel 
that we are always the nay-sayers.  And I feel that we've done a fairly good job.  All three kids 
turned out to be good, thank G-d.   
 
INT:  Well, that's the proof.  Did we talk at all about your attitudes towards school for the 
children? 
 
ANN:  We always knew that we wanted the children to get a higher education.  There's no 
question about it; both myself and my husband.  I would not have pushed them really hard, to be 
honest with you, to get into the best school or whatever it is.  This was as a result of his attitude.  
My daughter was channeled, the older one, into the six year medical program.  She worked very 
hard, and she deserves all the credit so to say, more than anybody else.  My second one has a 
very strong will, and if she did not want to, she wanted to go into the arts, she wanted to be an 
actress, and that's the only thing we told her we are very much against it, very simply because we 
see what kind, how many succeed and what kind of life she would have.  And we told her that 
you love it, you can find expression in it as an amateur, as a hobby, by all means.  But you have 
to go and finish college, and learn something, that you'll have a tool in your hands. 
 
 Unfortunately, she compromised, and she went for business administration, and not something 
more specific where she could get a job right away.  And with business administration, unless 
you really have a very top-notch business mind, and a top-notch student, her heart wasn't in it, 
and there's not much that you can do with it.  She's a legal secretary now.  She's an outstanding 
secretary, because she's the best typist they have there.  That's something she learned in high 
school, and I pushed that.  I said, "Just in case, if you should need something to fall back on."  To 
know a fluent knowledge of shorthand and typing is always very handy for a woman, especially.  
And she learned that, and she's very good; well-organized, she really makes a top-notch 
secretary.  We would have liked her to do more than this, but she's never had the desire, so we've 
never pushed her. 
 
INT:  Does she feel satisfied with what she does? 
 
ANN:  She's satisfied, because she does not want to go back to school.  We would have been 
very happy to pay for her. I mean, if she doesn't want to go into the legal profession - maybe  a 
paralegal, but it's very hard, now that you have already two children, and you have to take care of 
them yourself, to go at night to school in addition to everything else.  It's very hard. Maybe 
someday as the children grow older, she might decide.  But she does use her talent wherever she 
can. She teamed up with another friend, where they go and they perform occasionally and she 
sings in our choir in the synagogue, which is an outlet for her, and dances in the dancing group.  
She's an outstanding dancer.  She's had five years of ballet, and she's very good in it. 
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INT:  Well, then she's doing what you would hope.  She has a career, and she does the other. 
 
ANN:  And she does, yes, have a little outlet for her hobby.  We were always afraid that if she 
would go into New York and just try to make it, and so few do, and the disappointment and the 
heartbreak, and who knows what will happen to her there on skid row, what we call.   
 
INT:  Does she forgive you for that? 
 
ANN:  No, she doesn't hold it against us.  She knows that we have advised her in her good 
interests. 
 
INT:  Well, now, what was your family attitude towards fun? 
 
ANN:  I'm always a very fun-loving person.  My husband is not.  To him, fun is to sit with a 
book in a corner and read it.  And so we let him sit and read, and we've always had fun with the 
children.  When the children were younger, we always took trips with them.  We always wanted 
to be as a family unit, travel many places in the country.  We would get in the car, you know, and 
go for a week or even two. 
 
INT:  So you were seeing these places for the first time, also. 
 
ANN:  For the first time.  We always planned our trips.  But when they became a little bit bigger, 
and went out to college, they don't want to come with you anymore.  So they're on their own. 
 
INT:  Yes, I know about that. 
 
ANN:  But we always - fun was always games, educational games, primarily - so to kind of 
sharpen their minds a little bit, and to get them to think, rather than just for the sake of idling 
away time. 
 
INT:  How did you handle it when they started to date, when the girls started to date, and fellows 
came to the house? 
 
ANN: (laughs) My girls still hold it against me, that it was a curfew time for the girls, you know.  
When they were a certain age, as long as they're in high school, at eleven o'clock, they had to be 
home.  And then when my son grew older, and he stayed out later than ll:00, they always said, 
"Oh, you see that? He's allowed to, and we were not."  But it was not just because he was a boy, 
it was because times have changed really, and kids were staying out a little bit later, than just 
ll:00.  And a school day, they were never allowed to go later than this.  But nevertheless, it 
makes a difference. 
 
(END TAPE FIVE, SIDE TWO) 
 
(TAPE SIX, SIDE ONE) 
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INT:  And we were just talking about your children, and what it was like when they were dating, 
and staying out at night, and Ann was saying that her children were always the drivers, since 
they never drank.  So you felt better? 
 
ANN:  Safety was above all. 
 
INT:  Why was that? 
 
ANN:  Well, I would imagine that every mother would.  I don't know whether I can attribute it 
just...we were a little bit over-protective.  There is no question about it.  But many Jewish parents 
are; it's not just because we are survivors.  We always look out for the safety of the children, and 
their proper behavior.  Maybe this is the European attitude, you know, they should not do 
something that would embarrass the family and so forth.  So it was safety and proper behavior of 
my children. But I always made sure that they will feel proud of their Jewishness; that they will 
not be embarrassed.  And so when my son was even a youngster, and he did everything, what 
every other youngster did. It was baseball, and football, and gymnastics, and what not.  And 
when they would get together, all the sports activities, he never felt uncomfortable by going to a 
cook-out or something, and bringing his own hamburgers, or his own kosher hot dogs, to be 
broiled, because he did not eat what everybody else did.  And he always felt comfortable even 
explaining why he is doing it.  And yet he was part of an overall American scene, growing up 
like all American kids. 
 
INT:  Did you tell the kids that you didn't want to date anybody who wasn't Jewish? 
 
ANN: (sighs) Well, they knew that my preference was for a Jewish date, but I have never 
stopped them.  As youngsters, they went out.  Most of their friends, especially here in 
Wilmington, were Christian children.  And it was always the dating was with other Christian 
boys.  As a matter of fact, my second daughter went out, her first two boyfriends were nothing 
but Christian boyfriends.  And I made it clear to them, that if a good person, and nice person, 
worthy person, that matters more than just the religion.  The religion is important.  There's no 
question about it.  But I would rather, it's the quality of the person, that they are out with that 
matters more than just a religion alone. 
 
INT:  Would you have accepted a non-Jewish... 
 
ANN:  Yes.  I would have.  I would have.  If it was the type of person -- I would definitely not 
alienate my child, just because they married out of the religion.  I would do everything possible 
to bring in the non-Jewish partner into our home, and into our family, and to make him feel 
comfortable.  So maybe on their own will, and their own volition, they would want to accept 
Judaism and raise the children as Jews.  But I would have felt probably a little bit uncomfortable 
if it would be otherwise. 
 
INT:  But you would not have rejected your children. 
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ANN:  No, my child I would not reject under any circumstances.  I had great confidence.  They 
were good people, and used good judgment - then they would eventually do the right thing. 
 
INT:  How did you balance your needs and the needs of your children over the years? 
 
ANN: (laughs) A mother always comes second, you know, to the needs of the children.  It's what 
the children, and what your husband wants and needs, comes always first.  There are other 
people too, I don't know, I don't have that thing in my nature that I have to satisfy my own 
desires first.  It's when the children are well, and everything is well with my husband, that's when 
I think of myself, what I can do for me.  But their needs definitely come first.  
 
INT:  Sounds familiar.  (laughs)  How did raising your children change as they got older? 
 
ANN: I want to make sure I understand the question. 
 
INT:  I think we might have talked about this a little.  Because you've told me that you would 
discuss things with them. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  Well, I consider raising the children up until they were in my house; after 
they left home, they went off to college, they would sometimes ask you, and sometimes not, and 
I realized that I have less control over them at that point.  It's only when I saw that they did 
something that was really, what I considered terribly wrong, that I would mix in, and I would 
come, and I would stop them from doing it.  
 
Like my second daughter, when she first started, the first boy that she dated, and who she 
thought she was in love with and when I saw what a devious person he was - not because he was 
not Jewish. Because I just simply saw that, even if he was Jewish, I would try to stop her from 
dating this kind of a man. And that I stepped in and I had a very serious talk with her, and I 
explained to her why that guy is not the right person for her, and so forth. And at that time she 
might not have wanted to listen. But very soon thereafter, she found out that everything that I 
told her was right.   
 
But instead of saying, "You cannot bring that person into my house," the way my husband said, 
"I don't want to see him. I don't allow him in my house."  And I told him, "No way. In order to 
persuade her that he is not the right person for you, I've got to get to know him.  I have to have 
evidence.  And it's only by bringing him into our house. And only by observing him, that I can 
point out to her what I see that's wrong with that individual, that it's not the right person for her."  
So over his objections, I did.  Well, I told you, when it came to raising the children, I felt that I 
had a good sense of what is right, and what's wrong, and that's when I would over-rule him.  And 
other things, if he wanted to do certain things, that's fine; that’s when I would gladly give in.  But 
when it came to raising the children, I did not compromise. 
 
INT:  So after awhile, she just realized... 
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ANN:  She found out very shortly that everything that I told her was right about this particular 
man, and she herself broke up. 
 
INT:  But you didn't rub her nose in it, and ... 
 
ANN:  Never!  Never!  That's not my- I leave all these things to my husband.  I try to stop him 
very, very much, but sometimes I cannot, I have no control.   
 
INT:  How would you like your children and your grandchildren to remember you?  What is it 
about yourself? 
 
ANN:  What are the important things in life that matter, really? And they see me, how I live my 
life.  I can afford almost anything that I want today, in life.  We live way below our economic 
means -  and because those things don't matter to me.  What matters to me is my family's 
happiness, reaching out to others, helping.  They see what I do in the community.  I don't look 
for glory.  I don't care about if somebody will write up about my doings or not.  I care only about 
reaching people and helping them, because the worst thing is loneliness.  There are so many 
lonely people in our society, regardless what their personal nature is.  
 
I have here a woman, she's what, 89 years old, she lives on her own.  And I constantly call her, 
and I take her shopping, and I take her to the doctor.  And that woman, she can afford to take a 
cab, but she would not, because it's not in her nature.  I know if I don't take her she'll go on the 
bus.  And I see in her nature, there is a certain, not just stubbornness, but selfishness, you know.  
It doesn't bother me.  She herself comes and tells me, she said, "I have never been a good person.  
I don't know why I deserve that you should be good to me." (laughs) 
 
INT:  Oh, my goodness! 
 
ANN:  Would you believe it? But it doesn't bother me in the least, the fact that she doesn't have 
it in her nature, that she's not the kind of person.  I know she's a woman, a widow, never had any 
children; doesn't have anyone.  She has nephews, but her nephews, you know, how often can 
they come and do something for her?  It gives me great satisfaction to do that. To help. I go into 
the old age home here, and I found, first of all I found a woman that's a Holocaust survivor, and I 
come and I see her on a regular basis.  Also, unfortunately, a widow who never had any children.  
The only child she had was killed in the Holocaust.  So I come.  I want them to see that it is what 
we can do for others that makes us happy, too.  If you need whatever resources or the time for 
yourself and your family, of course the family comes first.  But if you have any extra time, 
instead of indulging in things that are not important in life, if you reach out to others, it enriches 
your own life, and it makes it a happier life.  I hope that they - I don't have to tell them this - they 
see it, and I think that they are absorbing it. 
 
INT:  Well, from the way you described your older daughter, what is her first name? 
 
ANN:  Rebecca. 
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INT:  Rebecca.  From the way you described how she treats patients, and goes beyond their 
symptoms, to talk about their lives, and your son, how he goes out of his way.  They've 
obviously absorbed this, because that's the way they're living, and that's the best proof of that. 
 
INT:  And I think this is strictly my influence, because my husband's family was not like this.  
And they were a bit more selfish, and always thought of themselves.  And others -- let somebody 
else take care of others.  But I don't see it this way. I see others are we, too, and we have to reach 
out to everyone. And it's not just Jewish people.  Like I told you this afternoon, I'm going to take 
my neighbor, who's...Afro-American. Today, you don't call, you know.  And I'm sure that she 
doesn't feel too kindly, maybe, about Jewish people altogether. Who knows?  But it doesn't 
matter to me.  She's a person.  She's a person who needs a little bit of my help.  Thank G-d, I can 
do it; I will gladly do it. 
 
I had a German woman in New Jersey, where I lived.  An elderly woman, that came after the 
war.  And she did not speak any English, and she needed a lot of help, and I constantly helped 
her.  Mine was the only house whose door was open to her all the time.  And one day she came 
in, and it never occurred to me not to do anything, those things for her.  And she once came in 
and she said, "I feel very guilty.  I feel terrible," she said.  All those things that you do for me, 
and you don't know that my husband was a Nazi."  And I told her it wouldn't matter if I knew it, 
or I didn't know it.  I don't judge you by what your husband was, you know.  Then, she went into 
explaining that he was forced to belong to the party, because he was a military man, and in order 
to advance in his career, he had to be a party member.  But she says, "I certainly do hope that he 
did not kill innocent people."  You do not punish, or seek vengeance, you know. 
 
INT:  But that runs through your whole family.  That was your father.  Remember, when the 
house burned down, and he didn't blame the nephew. 
 
ANN:  No, when he took away the.. 
 
INT:  The coins. 
 
ANN:  That's right, the gold. 
 
INT:  And he said it was wartime.  Somebody else could have become very bitter. 
 
ANN:  No, that does not run in my family, this kind of thing. Thank G-d. 
 
INT:  But what a wonderful trait to pass along from generation to generation. 
 
ANN:  Well, I hope that the children will feel the same way, and continue in that same tradition. 
 
INT:  Okay, let's move along here.  Did you ever experience a conflict of values, between the 
way you were raised in Europe and how you raised your children in this country? Were you 
concerned about the different values in the society in which they were living?  How did you 
reconcile the two? 
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ANN:  I think there was something still in me left.  Because when the children were born, we 
could afford already to give the children everything.  And I always restricted.  I always, if you 
[want to] have something, you don't have to have everything just because your neighbor's 
children have it.  If you need it, you get it. There is no such thing as just wastefulness.  If it's an 
interesting toy, if it's an educational toy, we never stopped to think about it, they got it.  If it was 
just something because somebody else had five Barbies, and you had only one, it did not matter 
to me, because it's not playing with Barbies that I really encouraged, you understand?  So there 
was still something, I would imagine, still this European attitude, of not wasting.  Of...and I 
always felt, the less we spoil them the better off they will be.  Because when you give children 
too much, too soon, they do not know the value of anything, really.  And this is how my children 
were raised.  And they still complain and say, "Ma, you always taught us that let's say, two 
dresses is enough, you know.  Take a look how many dresses your grandchildren have today!" 
 
INT:  Well, I think children are always going to find something to hold up... 
 
ANN:  Something to complain about. 
 
INT:  Yes.  When I was raising my children, I always wondered what it was they were going to 
complain about that I did or didn't do. 
 
ANN:  Yeah, and I tell them, "Today, you're grown ups, you're intelligent human beings, and 
you should allow for my shortcomings.  That, yeah, I never did anything intentionally.  If I did 
something that you feel was wrong, it's only because I probably didn't know any better, and you 
should allow, you've done many mistakes, too, in life, and I am not blaming you. 
 
INT:  So you should give me the same courtesy that I gave you? (laughs) 
 
ANN:  Absolutely.  If I had known better, you know, hindsight is always... 
 
INT:  Yeah.  20/20. [short chit-chat]  This may sound strange.  Did you ever seek professional 
help? 
 
ANN:  No, I never did.  And I don't think I ever needed, and for the very simple reason:  Most 
survivors really don't.  That support system that we seek from each other, was extremely, 
extremely helpful.  And I had this philosophy, maybe, or attitude: in every community wherever 
I lived, I found a good friend.  You don't need more than just one friend; a close friend that you 
can trust, and that you are devoted to, and that is devoted to you; that you can share with them 
your good and your bad, and your feelings.  And once you have shared it with someone, 
someone that you respect, that you feel is an intelligent enough individual, it's the same as going 
for professional help.   
 
Because if you have an open mind, and you have your ears open, and you've shared something 
with your friend, and just a question or a suggestion from the other side steers you in the right 
direction.  And makes you realize, you know, whether I've done something wrong, or whether 
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I'm on the right track, or you know, and so forth.  And this I've always looked for.  And I don't 
remember ever having more than one friend.  Because there are certain things that you wouldn't 
want to trust more than one person with.  As long as my sister was alive, she was my best friend.  
And with her I could share many, many things.  With the exception of one thing - I never 
disclosed to her our financial situation, because unfortunately, my sister was not as well-off as I, 
and I saw that there was some jealousy on her part.  And if I would have had a different husband, 
who was generous, and I could really give her freely everything that I felt I would have liked to 
share with her, then I would have probably done it.  But my husband was against it, and I did not 
want to, you know... 
 
INT:  Would she have been uncomfortable in taking?  Maybe that would have created a 
problem. 
 
ANN:  No, it would have been an expression of love.  She did need, maybe professional help, 
and if I would have offered to pay for it, she would have accepted it, because she also married a 
European man.  While I learned to live with my husband, despite our different outlooks in life, 
she did not.  And so, and he is also a Holocaust survivor, and there was constant strife between 
them, and that made her very nervous, and very upset, and she used to share it with me.  And I 
felt that I was not able to help her to the extent that she needed.  And she could not afford, really, 
to go for professional help.  
 
INT:  When she died, did you feel especially sad because of the type of life that she lived, and 
what you were not able to do for her? 
 
ANN:  Definitely, definitely.  (pause) 
 
INT:  So how did you find a friend where you're living now? 
 
ANN:  Very simple.   
 
INT:  Put an ad in the paper? (laughter) 
 
ANN:  No, no, no; through the synagogue.  It takes time.  It takes time, and I met a woman, who 
is about my age, and who also taught in the same school.  She is a Hebrew school teacher, also, 
and I admired her for her intellect.  She's a very smart girl, and a very understanding, American-
born person.  Up until here, it was always somebody, a European person - my sister, and another 
friend.  But this is for the first time I feel that I could trust somebody that is American.  First of 
all, we share so much in common.  Our love for the Jewish people, the Jewish way of life; Israel, 
we are both very much involved in Hadassah.  And we taught in the same school.  We are both 
interested in Jewish education, and we do quite a few things together.   
 
And so she understands, I have a very good understanding of her life. She does not, she has 
probably other ways of expressing I don't think she shares with me.  I've never heard her share 
things that she's unhappy about.  And I'm sure that she must have things that she's unhappy 
about, too.  But I feel confident that I can tell her and share with her things that I would not share 
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with others. And having her as a friend is a great comfort for me. For instance now, when the 
split up came with my daughter [and her husband], she's the only one that I shared it with, 
because I want her to know about it, so she will understand why I don't have time now, and why 
my life has changed. 
 
INT:  Well, also by not telling, it's almost a shameful thing, the feeling of shame.  And by being 
able to speak about it, it takes some of that away. 
 
ANN:  I don't feel ashamed about it at all.  I admire my daughter for the courage.  It's not my 
generation.  The women were tied in to marriages because of economic conditions, and because 
of the stigma in society and so forth.  I feel women have come into their own.  And if they 
cannot have a partnership, with mutual respect, especially when a woman is working just as hard 
as a man is, and love and caring for each other, then you know the world has changed.  We live a 
much faster life.  We cannot say, "All right, so what?  So maybe my children will enjoy a better 
life."  Those days are passé.  Everybody has to know, we go through this life only once, and as 
long as we can take care of ourselves, we do not have to take degradation from anyone.  You 
know, we try our best to change people's attitudes, but if we cannot, this is a new generation.  
They should do what's good for them. 
 
INT:  But it sounds to me like you've really had your attitudes over the years that have 
developed, you've really applied these to your daughter and her situation. 
 
ANN:  Always.  Always I have felt, you know, that women adapt much easier to life in the 
United States, because it gives us women greater freedom.  Sure, and men, European men, have 
retreated into their shells, because they see their freedoms taken away.  You understand?  The 
European man's attitude was always, I'm the boss in the house, what I say goes, you understand, 
and so forth.  And so they see by this freedom that the women have gained their independence, 
they see a threat to them. 
 
INT:  Sure, it's a loss of control over the women. 
 
ANN:  Right.  Right.  That's what it's all about: controlling other people. 
 
INT:  And power, yes it is.  What do you see as the successes of your life, and how have you 
achieved them? 
 
ANN:  Well, if I would say the singular, most important, is the way I've raised my children.  I 
think I've devoted a lot of time to it, and it was not done haphazardly.  I thought about it, and I 
really gave it a lot of thought and energy.  And thank G-d, I mean there are many mothers who 
do that, and unfortunately they don't succeed.  I really have no complaints.  All three of my 
children have turned out to be really good individuals. 
 
My older daughter, I don't have as close a relationship as I have with my younger daughter and 
my son, and that's simply -- I mean, she might be right.   She thinks that she left home so early, 
at the age of - she wasn't quite seventeen - and we thought that she was so independent and so 
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smart, that she did not need the extra attention from us.  And while I was still busy at home with 
the younger children, I might have neglected her needs.  She did not come out and speak about it 
openly and explained it to me, and I did not understand it.  And so she still - I think this is the 
thing that alienated us to some extent.  But I see now, in this short time that she got married, that 
she's already having a different attitude. And I've always given her the space, and the freedom.  
I've never given her cause to complain.  But she did always, threw it up to me that my attention 
went to the younger children and not to her, when she needed us and so forth.  It might have been 
a mistake, and I told her, but we do mothering imperfectly (laughs) - especially with the first 
child. 
 
INT:  That is true. 
 
ANN:  There are no courses that you...so really the raising of the children, I think, is my first 
greatest accomplishment, and the second, I've devoted a lot of time to the community, and I feel 
I get great satisfaction from it, to the Jewish community primarily.  And I would say the third 
one, I feel I have another thing, something to be proud of, is the way I have learned to adjust and 
accept what I might call my husband's shortcomings - but he might not see it as such.  Or, to 
learn to live two entirely different people; to learn to live in a peaceful existence.  Okay?  It 
doesn't, there are certain things that other people would explode over, and I really let it just pass 
me by, and I think here, my experience in the war helped me an awful lot.  And I'll tell you in 
what way: by always relating to my past.  And I say, so what's the big deal?  So he did insult me. 
So he did not speak nicely.  So he didn't do things the way I would see is right.  So what's the big 
deal, this is his nature. He cannot help it.  He cannot change himself.  I'm not going to eat my 
heart out over it.  I'm not going to make a fuss over it, you know.  I'll continue with my life. 
 
INT:  So you're really... 
 
ANN:  My adaptation, I have adapted to conditions.  My ability to adapt to the conditions, that 
others might not [adapt to]. 
 
INT:  And also your sense of values, of what's really important. 
 
ANN:  But I'm wondering always whether that sense of values is not an outgrowth of my 
experience in the war years.  That's always a question that I cannot answer, to be honest with 
you. (laughs) 
 
INT:  It's because it's probably a combination. 
 
ANN:  Of both, maybe. Yeah. 
 
INT:  No, I think when you experience things in your life that are truly terrible, it's a lot easier to 
distinguish between the terrible... 
 
ANN:  And the real.  As long as everybody's well.  Health is the only thing that concerns me, 
truly.  There are still only a few things that will give me that...sick feeling in the pit of my 
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stomach.  And that is, G-d forbid, somebody is seriously ill in the family.  That will touch my 
heart and my stomach.  And the well-being of the State of Israel.  If Israel is in danger, then I am 
sick.  Then I'm totally sick, and I do everything I can to help it.  When it's not in danger, I do 
everything I can to help it also. (laughs) I told you that, I think, I go every year for a visit to 
Israel.  This is my... 
 
INT:  I didn't know that. 
 
ANN:  Every single year, and I hope I'll never skip a year.  And it's not just because I have two 
brothers living there and many friends.  It's because I feel I need it.  It's my "fix" you know, for 
justifying my good life here.  It’s always the guilt feeling, that why am I not there, helping more, 
and doing more?  But then I come to the realization, with my husband's attitude, he is just the 
opposite, you know.  If he didn't have to, he would never set foot in Israel. (laughs) He has very 
little concern about... I mean, he's concerned about the welfare of the Jewish State, but I wonder 
whether he would lift a finger to do something about it. 
 
INT:  But he goes with you to Israel? 
 
ANN:  No, no, I go on my own.  I don't want him to go with me to Israel.  I want to be happy 
there, and... 
 
INT:  How long do you stay? 
 
ANN:  Well, when my daughter lived there, I stayed for more than a month, and sometimes two 
months even, and now a minimum of two weeks, probably, at all times.  I use every excuse.  If 
there is a celebration in the family, I use that as an excuse to go.  If not, like next summer I've 
already scheduled. There's the Hadassah convention in Jerusalem, and I've made myself a 
pledge. I was there five years ago, and I thought it was such a great experience, that whenever 
Hadassah will have a convention in Israel, I'm going, G-d, willing, if I'm well. And in between, 
even if I don't have anything, I'll just schedule a visit to go and spend some time there. 
 
INT:  That's wonderful. 
 
ANN:  I feel good there, and if it was my choice, I would give up all these worldly things, and 
you know, I have all the comforts here, and I would go to live there.  But my husband wouldn't 
even think about it. 
 
INT:  Well, the next question is, any mistakes that you might have made in your life, and how 
they happened, and whether you've forgiven yourself.  I guess the one thing you've mentioned is 
your relationship with your older daughter. 
 
ANN:  Older daughter. 
 
(END TAPE SIX, SIDE ONE) 
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(TAPE SIX, SIDE TWO) 
 
ANN:  My constant joke is that the first child should be born last; then we'll have experience and 
we'll know how to handle things.  We surely make mistakes with the first child, because no one 
teaches you parenthood.  However, I did the best I could to keep that relationship going, and to 
always, you know, be the go-between [for] my husband and the children, so that they will not 
feel...that they are always deprived of everything. Any other mistakes?  You asked what mistakes 
I have made in my life, that I can see.  I don't have any major regrets, because we all do what's 
good for us.  What we realize is the best.  We make the best of the situation, whatever it is.   
 
I feel the only mistake that I should not have done, and that is to give in so much to my 
husband's wishes, so that the girls did not have - after all I had two daughters, and I have not 
been a good role model for them, as to how a woman should react.  I mean, she should stand up a 
little bit more firmer for her rights, and for what she thinks is important in life. And I am of such 
a nature, that to avoid an argument, and to avoid a fight, I would give in more often.  And this is 
why, my daughter tells me now, my daughter, the second one, Linda, the one that's breaking up 
her marriage now, when I asked her, "If you suffered for so many years, why did you stay in this 
marriage for ten years?"  And she told me, "Ma, it's because you were my role model.  That you 
have to overlook, and that you have to give it another shot." You see, I did it because it was 
convenient for me.  I am such a nature that I cannot stand an argument. 
 
INT:  Shalom bayit [peace in the home/family]. 
 
ANN:  Shalom bayis, and because I cannot-  and I thought that if I will constantly give in, for the 
children, it will be a peaceful house to raise them, and so forth.  But I see that this might have 
been a mistake.  Who knows?  (laughs) 
 
INT:  That's difficult to... 
 
ANN:  But I'm not the only one.  There are many women who are of such an impression, that 
they feel that it's important to hide it from the children, and so forth. 
 
INT:  But it doesn't get hidden. 
 
ANN:  No. They have always sensed it.  They have always sensed it.  And they saw me as the 
weaker person who gives in.  I don't think I'm a weak person; I simply gave in because I did not 
want to... 
 
INT:  You chose... 
 
ANN:  I chose to give in, rather than, because I wasn't afraid of upsetting myself.  I just felt it 
would be better for me, for my health, and for my husband's health, and for the children, what 
they see, that they should not see arguments and shouting, or anything like that in the house.  So 
I felt that it was better to give in.  That might be, you know, something that I recognized.  And 
what else?   
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Maybe I should have pursued for myself, instead of going into an easier thing, what I knew, to 
become a Hebrew school teacher - which I don't regret, because of my dedication to Judaism, 
and I feel if I helped raise a generation or two of Jewish children that are dedicated to Judaism, 
then I have done something that is worthwhile.  But I see in society at large, this is not a 
profession that is respected, that is appreciated.  And always, "Oh, that's all you did?  You're just 
a Hebrew school teacher?" I felt that I was always a very good student, and I could have done a 
lot. 
 
INT:  Shame on anybody who would say that to you. 
 
ANN:  And I could have done probably other things with my life; anything that I could have 
chosen, that is considered more respectful in our society.  But I'm not, I'm not sorry that I did not 
do it.  I think that life is a process of learning, and when you want to, you can continue learning 
from others, and from books and from television, and what not.  It's not how many degrees you 
have; it's the cumulative knowledge that you have acquired in life that counts, too. 
 
INT:  That's good.  Let's stop at that point. 
 
(END TAPE SIX, SIDE TWO.  GO ON TO TAPE SEVEN) 
 
(TAPE SEVEN, SIDE ONE) 
 
INT:  This is tape seven of an interview with Ann Jaffe, who is a survivor.  And we were going 
to start today, in talking about confronting the Holocaust.  Now Ann has spoken a lot about this, 
because of her work with schoolchildren, and we were just talking about the possibility of 
involving some other people in this area, and how difficult it is for some of them to come out and 
speak to the children, and even to talk about the Holocaust at all, because it's so terribly 
distressing to them.  
 
And Ann, we were speaking about several people you know who feel this way. 
 
ANN:  Yes, I have a few friends here that are quite intelligent people.  Rose Greenberg is one of 
them.  And whenever I wanted to get her involved, because we do not have enough speakers to 
go and speak in the schools, her story is extraordinary. She gave me a few hints about what 
happened in her life.  She survived the Lodz ghetto, and the Lodz ghetto was one of the most 
horrible, horrible experiences.  The most difficult, it's been proven on record, of all the ghettos to 
survive. And she just cannot bear to do it.  Whenever I ask her, she says, "Please, don't, don't ask 
me to do it."  She says, "I cannot.  You don't want me to get a heart attack or something."  And 
so I'm not pushing her to dig into her memories.  There are many, many survivors who still 
cannot do it, and feel extremely bitter about that whole thing. 
 
I find that it's easier for me to speak about it, at least now, the last, what, it's about seventeen 
years or so, since I started talking in schools about it.  The first few times were also extremely 
difficult.  I would be sick for days afterwards; I would cry, and it was very hard.  But after you 
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have done it for so many times, it becomes more or less -- only when I touch something new that 
I have not spoken about in a long time, that I will get overcome with emotions.  But other than 
that - those things that I have spoken about already numerous times - it becomes easier of course. 
 
INT:  It's like a desensitizing experience. 
 
ANN:  Because I think that it was very good for me, the fact that I started doing it.  I suffer less 
inside, because I am able to verbalize it, all the things that happened, and how I felt, and so forth.  
It makes it a bit clearer for me. 
 
INT:  I can understand that.  How would you say the Holocaust affects your political views? 
 
ANN:  (sighs) Political views.  I don't know whether the Holocaust itself -- I mean, I am 
extremely sensitive to people's suffering.  That, I know.  For instance, what's going on now in 
Bosnia, even though it was a war about people that I might not, and should not be concerned 
about, because the Bosnians and the Muslims, you know, they cooperated and collaborated with 
the Nazis in the war years.  And they're the ones who have really - the Serbs suffered terribly 
during the war years, and also the Jews from Yugoslavia.  Yet, it is human suffering. I have 
become so sensitive.  And it's wrong when it's done, no matter against whom.  I feel when I 
watch the news, my heart aches for every one of them.  So in this respect, my political views are 
in a way affected, through the suffering that I have gone through.  
 
But other than that, I mean, internal politics here in the country, I've been always a Democrat, 
because I've always rooted for the underdog.  I've been there, and I know how hard it is to be 
poor, and I know how hard it is, you know, to be disadvantaged.  But I've never gone in blindly.  
I appreciate so much this opportunity to participate in a free society, and in a democracy. 
 
INT:  You take it seriously. 
 
ANN:  Yes.  I take it very seriously, and I judge each individual by his merits.  And if there are 
some Democratic candidates that I feel are not worthy, than I will definitely-  I have no 
compunction about voting for Republican. 
 
INT:  But internationally, you've spoken about your love for Israel, and your great concern for 
Israel. 
 
ANN:  That definitely taints my view very, very strongly.  Because my commitment to Israel is 
unquestionable, and if there is a candidate that has ever expressed anti-Semitic, or anti-Israel 
feelings, then I would definitely not vote for a man like this. 
 
INT:  So that's the most important criterion. 
 
ANN:  One of the most important aspects, right, when I judge a candidate. 
 
INT:  What do you think about the changes that have taken place in Europe since the war? 
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ANN:  I don't see big changes. (laughs) To be honest with you. The change is only now; they 
have less Jews to hate.  But having gone back twice already to my area where I was born and 
raised, and I will tell you, I doubt it whether their hatred, even though there are no Jews left - 
Jews have not lived in my home village for fifty years - and they seem to be, Ach, so glad when 
we come, only because we can dish out and give them things that they want.  But to say that I see 
any particular love, or regret at least, for what happened, unfortunately, I have not found it.  That 
is, so I don't really think that much has changed, especially in Eastern Europe.  I have not gone 
back to Germany since I left it, but from what I read and I hear, they are trying to do something 
in the schools to make the younger generation more sensitive to what happened, and teach them 
about the Holocaust.  Hopefully it will have some effect. But not having lived there for the past 
forty some years, I really don't know whether any changes have come about or not. 
 
INT:  Do you think it's possible, or likely for the people to change? 
 
ANN:  I don't know whether change, but certainly the Germans are intelligent people, and if 
properly taught what their dictatorship of Hitler has brought about, hopefully they will become a 
little bit more sensitive to others. They still, you can see how they feel about foreigners.  All 
those countries that are very nationalistic, are prone to this kind of discrimination. If it's not 
Jews, then they have Turks there now, they have other minorities. 
 
INT:  So it's others.  It's the "otherness."  It's the xenophobia that they have. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  It's always looking for an excuse; somebody else's fault for the ills of the 
country.  And if you're a foreigner, you're a very easy target.  And the Jews were always 
considered as being foreigners, outsiders, you know, and especially when you are an affluent 
group, amongst, you know... 
 
INT:  And the irony, of course, is that the Jews felt so much at home in Germany, and they 
really felt like they were Germans. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  You see, there, the hurt was even greater, probably.  In Poland, at least, we 
were never equal citizens.  
 
INT:  You didn't have any illusions. 
 
ANN:  There is always anti-Semitism.  We always felt like, not second or third class citizens.  
And so we knew our place.  We knew we never had any hopes of achieving, being equals to it. 
 
INT:  So you weren't rejected, and you weren't disappointed? 
 
ANN:  I remember always living in fear, even before the Nazis came.  Pogroms.  I mean, we 
were at their mercy.  We would buy our peace and tranquility with favors, and with money, from 
the local, from the local population.  So it's no wonder that when the time came, that they were 
so eagerly participating with the Nazis to get rid of the Jews. 
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INT:  I wonder, too, with that difference in attitude, whether it helped the Polish Jews to think 
about saving themselves, whereas the German Jews might have felt safer for too long? 
 
ANN: (sighs) Maybe it was easier for some of the Polish Jews, because they already knew, 
they've learned, they knew what was coming.  The German Jews were taken, probably, by 
surprise. They could not believe that in their cultured country, it will happen such a thing.  We 
already, we expected that if a change comes, that we didn't expect much mercy from them. 
 
INT:  And you lived among simple people, too. 
 
ANN:  Yes.  I lived in a small village, a shtetl.  What you call today, you'd call it a village. 
 
INT:  So the people were not sophisticated to begin with, so you didn't have the illusion that you 
were all part of the same intellectual cultured class. 
 
ANN:  No, definitely not. 
 
INT:  That's very interesting.  Well, what have been your happiest moments since the war? 
 
ANN:  Since the war?  I would say if I would single out one event, would be the creation of the 
State of Israel.  I mean, this supersedes everything.   
 
INT:  Did that precede the birth of your children? 
 
ANN:  Yes. 
 
INT:  Oh, okay.  So that was the first. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  If it was not for this, I think I already stated, I don't know whether I would 
have had the same outlook on life as I do now.  But because of that; and then I married.  And 
having children, of course, is a very enjoyable and wonderful experience, especially since all the 
kids have turned out to be good individuals without giving me any major problems, I really feel 
that this is... 
 
INT:  But the first is, but you can remember really, was the establishment of the State of Israel. 
 
ANN:  Definitely. 
 
INT:  How would you describe your most difficult moments since the war? 
 
ANN:  Since the war?  I mean, it was very shocking to me when my father died just one month 
after I got married. He came to this country, and you know, it would have been so great if he 
would have lived to enjoy it. 
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INT:  You just assumed that since he had gotten through everything, that once he got here, he 
was safe? 
 
ANN:  It's not that.  He always had heart problems, and I don't know whether this was something 
that developed during the war years, or maybe it was something genetic in the family. I really 
don't know for sure.  But we felt we came to this country, and it was a time to begin anew, and 
then all of a sudden, he died of a heart attack. That was very sad, and difficult to take.  Other 
than that, I really, I was very fortunate. I didn't have any great disappointments in life, to be 
honest with you. Of course, the loss of my sister ten years ago, that was also a traumatic 
experience for me. 
 
INT:  So the hardest times for you really, were the two losses in your family.  
 
ANN:  In the family, right.  Other than that, I mean, we went through a lot of hardships, and 
when we first came to Canada, we lived under extremely difficult conditions.  But we were used 
to hardship.  We didn't view them as hardships, as long as we had a roof over our head, and 
enough food to eat, I didn't care whether I wore hand me down clothes or not.  We didn't have 
those... 
 
INT:  So compared to what you had been through, these were not really hardships as such. 
 
ANN:  That's right. 
 
(phone interruption) 
 
INT:  How would you say that you've coped with the hardships and the disappointments? 
 
ANN:  In life?  Well, everybody has.  When I said these are the major ones that have really 
touched my life, the only thing that I ever react to, is illness in the family, and the safety of the 
State of Israel.  These are the only things that really touch me all the way to the depth of my 
heart. 
 
INT:  Why illness so much?  Why do you think... 
 
ANN:  Why?  Because this is something that we have no control over.  It's something, you know, 
everybody wants our family to be well.  And when I say illness, I'm not talking about minute 
things.  It just happens that my second daughter was twice already sick with very serious 
illnesses.  When she was a baby she had a blood disorder, called Purpura.  At that time we were 
very scared.  We thought that this might turn out to be leukemia. The doctor thought, and then 
they realized that it wasn't.  That was a terrible scare.  And when she was a teenager, she had 
Hodgkin's and that was also a terrible scare. When we have such life-threatening diseases, that's 
when we are... 
 
INT:  Well, anybody would feel that.   
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ANN:  Sure, it has nothing to do with survival.  But everyone in life has their ups and downs and 
disappointments, in marriages and so forth.  Disagreements.  But I viewed everything - this is 
why I was able to cope with every disadvantage, or discord that came into my life - by always 
thinking, no matter how angry I got, and no matter how, you know, I was hurt, I would always 
stop and think it over, and say to myself, "My G-d, you've gone through so much in life, what is 
a little thing like this? I mean, can't you rise above all this and forget it, and do you think that any 
one of your relatives that perished, or friends, would have not changed places with you, and want 
to endure such small things?  How can you possibly make a fuss over minor things that happen 
in life, even in a day when half a dozen things might go wrong, and you feel, ach, you're at the 
end of your rope?"  And you say, "What is all this about?  What's all this fuss? Thank G-d we are 
well; we're alive.  Let's put it in the right perspective."  And I think in this respect, the Holocaust, 
or what I went through during the war years, I've always had something to balance it out against, 
to catch my equilibrium and say, "Don't be a fool, don't make a big fuss over things that are 
really minor in life."  At the moment it seems like it's a big calamity.  When you take it in a 
larger perspective, they are not really that important.  So I think in this respect, it did help me,  
because I constantly, constantly, no matter what happens, I say to myself, as the Hebrew saying 
goes: "Gam zeh le tovah." This also will turn out to be good.   
 
INT:  So that really informs your whole way of living. 
 
ANN:  Of thinking, of living. Yes. I think so.   
 
INT:  I wonder if you would have been that kind of person if you had grown up in your town, 
and nothing had happened, given the way your family was and your father; the kind of person he 
was. 
 
ANN:  Yeah, basic nature in people, I don't think, has changed. And at first I thought that people 
changed, but I came to realize that maybe we saw things differently.  I don't know whether I told 
you that example.  One of my girls from my home town that used to be a neighbor of mine, she 
was somewhat older than myself, and she passed away already.  I met her after the war, and she 
acted like a lunatic.  And I just couldn't understand why in the world is she such a nervous, and 
incoherent type person.  Then I met another one, another person from my home town, and I told 
her: “Oh, unfortunately, take a look what happened to so and so during the war years.  And she 
went through many concentration camps.  And I think the war has changed her. She has become 
totally, you know, a mixed up person.” She says, "What are you talking about?  You were a kid 
and you don't remember her.  She was mixed up before the war. She hasn't changed.  It's just a 
little bit, now that she is older, it is accentuated a little bit more."  But she says, "do you really 
think that she was normal before the war?" (laughs)  
 
And this is only one instance.  I've seen many individuals that I've met afterwards, and I don't 
think the war has basically changed many individuals; some of our idiosyncrasies have been 
accentuated a little bit more, but other than that, basic nature does not change, has not changed.  
Maybe our views, and [the way] we see things, but I see many survivors that are totally 
insensitive to other people, and I cannot understand it.  So maybe I would have been a sensitive 
person to others, regardless whether the war was there or not. 
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I see one thing that I do find in common with all the survivors is our caring and our love for the 
State of Israel. And that might be from a very selfish point of view. You know, we saw what 
happened to the Jewish people when we didn't have anyone to care for us, and to speak for us. 
And that's why, with the State of Israel, I see most of the survivors, who have become wealthy, 
they are the biggest contributors to Federation, and to UJA and so forth - for very selfish and 
personal reasons.  Many of us feel guilty that we don't live in the State of Israel, you understand, 
so if anything, the only way we can help, is to contribute financially.  But this is true for 
American Jews, too, that have the commitment. 
 
INT:  Yeah. I’ve certainly agreed with that all my life.  What do you think the impact of the 
Holocaust will be on future generations? 
 
ANN:  Jewish future generations, or others? 
 
INT:  I guess everybody.    
 
ANN:  I don't know whether the world at large, whether it will affect.  Because nobody cares 
that much as to what happens to another ethnic group, or to another religious group; only if you 
yourself are personally affected.  I think on the Jewish people, it will have an effect, because I 
remember as a child, it was drummed into my head as to what happened in Spain during the 
Spanish Inquisition.  So I remember those stories even as a little child, that was told to me what 
was done to the Jewish people.  It became part of our history.  And I'm sure that this, what 
happened during the Holocaust, will always be part of our history, and this will affect the 
thinking of Jewish people all over the world. 
   
We will care more for one another. We will make sure that if something happens to a Jewish 
person, somewhere, anywhere in the world, that we must you know, speak up, and we cannot 
live in isolation the way many of the American Jews thought during World War II, that if they 
will not rock the boat, nothing will happen to them.  That's the way we see it, what happened, 
and why the outcry was not greater, and it's been documented, too. And we will take seriously 
every time there is a threat against Jews.  We will not say, "Oh, it's a madman, it's a lunatic 
talking.  It's only talk."  We will have to pay attention, and hopefully we will forever remember 
this lesson. 
 
INT:  This is assuming that Jews continue to teach the Holocaust to their children. 
 
ANN:  It will be.  This will never be erased from the history books.  This is one of the biggest 
historic events that has happened to the Jewish people.  I mean, show me anything else that has 
happened that is of greater importance, since we have become a nation.  With the exception of 
the becoming, I mean, the receiving of the Torah at the time.  Even the destruction of the 
Temple, I don't think, comes close to it, because the Temple was only a structure that symbolizes 
G-d's presence, while the destruction of a people - we were almost at the point of extinction.  
Had Hitler succeeded, that would have been it. So I think this historic event will never be erased, 
never!  As generations will pass, they will attach some kind of religious meaning to it, in order 
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just as Chanukah has been added, some religious miraculous things, in order for itself to survive 
as a holiday.  And I am sure that the religious Jewish community will add something, a 
miraculous thing, you know, to make it become part of our religious liturgy, too. 
 
INT:  So the miracle would be that the Jews -- that despite Hitler's best efforts -- that the Jewish 
people survived? 
 
ANN:  I don't know.  Something will be added, I can assure you, because take a look, that 
miracle of the oil is not even mentioned in the original Chanukah story.  And later generations 
had found a need to add it, so that we can attribute something to the miracle of G-d. 
 
INT:  So what do you think the miracle would be? 
 
ANN:  Possible, that the fact that it was G-d's intervention or something, that the rest of the Jews 
were saved.  Or the same thing with Purim, the story of Purim, too, is a similar thing, that 
signifies just G-d's help and intervention, by not having killed the Jews of that generation. I hope 
the truth will be told completely.  It would be terrible if it was not totally explained.  And I hope 
to G-d; I hope to G-d, that they will not add this thing, that because the Jews have sinned, and 
that's why they have deserved that punishment, which some of the religious people tend to 
always think - that if we are being punished, it's not G-d who is doing it, but we have brought it 
upon ourselves, by not having followed the laws. 
 
INT:  That's the greatest obscenity of all, isn't it?  To say that... 
 
ANN:  That's right.  That would be the greatest insult to this horrible catastrophe, if a thing like 
this would happen. 
 
INT:  Well, you know, in the Machzor, the prayerbook for the High Holidays, there are already 
prayers in there that are said in remembering the six million. 
 
ANN:  Every time we say Yizkor, we have an additional Yizkor for the six million Jews.  Yeah, 
this will already become part of the liturgy.  There is no question about that.  The question is: 
How will they work it in historically, by explaining what happened? Our generation will not 
know it.  This takes hundreds of years for these kinds of things to crystallize, so that people can 
look upon it with a more clearer view. 
 
INT:  Just as it took time before people were able to even talk about the war, and to talk about 
the experiences.  Would "Schindler's List" have been made, ten, twenty, thirty years ago?  No, it 
couldn't.  It couldn't have been. 
 
ANN:  Now the world is ready to see it and learn from it.   
 
INT:  Oy, let's hope so....(laughs) 
 
ANN:  There's many questions that cannot be answered now. 
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INT:  I don't even know how you would answer this question: how have you made sense out of 
life?  In terms of predictability or randomness, what do you think? 
 
ANN:  That's an interesting question.  Sense out of life?  Life must go on.  Even at the worst, in 
the worst circumstances, everybody tried to live, and survive another day.  And once you have 
survived, you live with pain.  This is something that people learn how to do.  There's no such 
thing as going on forever. As time goes by, you know, time is the greatest healer.  And as time 
goes by, and the wounds, the very raw wounds, are slightly healed, you live with those 
memories, but you feel that this is it.  Life must go on. 
 
INT:  Is there ever a day in life when you don't think about what happened? 
 
ANN:  Hardly ever, unless it's such a busy day, that I really don't have time for a moment to 
stop.  But if there is, there's always, always some kind of a throwback; that you think about your 
past, and you think about your childhood. 
 
INT:  What would happen?  Suppose you were making dinner, or you were over the sink or 
something?  What would happen? 
 
ANN:  Sometimes the slightest...First of all, when I prepare food, there's always on my mind 
how I would have, first of all, there's things that we throw away, and everything else, how in the 
war years, how we would have cherished. I throw away, I peel potatoes, and I throw away potato 
peelings, that I use for my garden, you know, and I say to myself, "Oh, even if we had something 
like this, how we would cook it up, and how we would eat it."  So when it comes to food, there is 
a constant reminder about the war years.  But sometimes even the slightest thing will trigger a 
memory, that doesn't disappear.  A child will wear something.  I once had- this was a hand-me-
down coat, actually from my daughter.  It was a camel coat.  And every time she would walk in 
that coat, walk by, it would bring memories of my girlfriend, who had exactly...  (crying) You 
see?   
 
INT:   Oh, my.  Yeah, those triggers are very, very strong. 
 
ANN:  Yeah.  And one can never tell what will trigger a remembrance.  (pause) 
 
INT:  I think we talked about the impact of the Holocaust on the lives of your children.  We 
talked about that a little bit last week, because I remember you telling me that when you came to 
Wilmington, and you started talking about the Holocaust, and your children came to listen to you 
once, and then from that point on, they were overly protective of you, and how uncomfortable 
that made you, because after all, you were the parent, and now they were trying to reverse the 
roles in some way. 
 
ANN:  Especially, you know, they are very grateful to the fact that I am able to go and speak in 
schools.  They feel that is very important.  And they know that these are days that are difficult 
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for me, so they are exceptionally sensitive, and "Ma, take it easy.  Ma, don't upset yourself."  
Every little thing, they always try to protect me. 
 
INT:  Let me ask you: you were talking about how you...how you use what happened to you as a 
standard against which to measure things, to see how serious this is.  Has that attitude... 
 
ANN:  Transferred on the children?  I doubt it.  I doubt it.  No, everyone has to go through their 
own experiences in life, in order to...  But I have used this as an example, let's say, for my 
daughter, for my second daughter Linda.  Now, especially when she goes through all those 
hardships, and she's very upset over this and that, and then I tell her: "Look, the things that are 
important in life, like when you were sick, with a life-threatening disease - this was something 
that we were really upset about. Things that we can find a solution to, so you'll go through a little 
bit of hardship, that's not the worst thing in the world that can happen."  So you have to measure 
everything, and balance out in life.  And so I've tried, with her experience, to relate to her, so that 
she can find... 
 
INT:  You're giving her... 
 
ANN:  Using the same yardstick, I am giving her... 
 
INT:  But you're relating it to her life. 
 
ANN:  To her experiences in life. 
 
INT:  That sounds like a very good idea. 
 
ANN:  Because she can never relate to my experiences.  And if I ever say something like that, 
"Ma, we are not you!  We did not go through the war."  You know, it's always this response.  
"We cannot relate to it the way you relate to it.  So don't try to force on us..." 
 
INT:  What would be the typical kinds of things that they would say that would bring a response 
from you about what happened to you when you were a child? 
 
ANN:  (laughs) Well, in the younger years, this was the constant complaint.  If they wouldn't 
want to eat something, it was always, "Well, in the war years we would have eaten it," right?  
(laughs) "And if we were really hungry, like I was once, then you would not be fussy and you 
would eat it."  And that would always be my... 
 
(END TAPE SEVEN, SIDE ONE) 
 
(TAPE SEVEN, SIDE TWO) 
 
INT:  [We were talking] about your children with food, and it reminds me of how children 
complain about having to walk places, and as a child, I would say, well, when I was a child, I 
had to walk to school all the time.  So I think we all have experiences that we refer to. (laughs) 
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So, okay, let me get back to that then.  Do you think that they have any bad dreams about the 
Holocaust?  Did they ever tell you about that? 
 
ANN:  Not that they have told me, no.  They never did. 
 
INT:  Did they feel different in any way from their friends at school? 
 
ANN:  Well, just the fact that they had a mother who spoke with an accent, you know, and 
maybe in other ways, too.  Most kids were indulged with almost everything, and I just didn't 
believe in it, and I don't know whether it had to do with the Holocaust or not.  We were always 
able, ever since I got married, the children were born, were able to give them everything that 
they wanted.  But we gave them only the things that they needed. We did not believe in spoiling 
them.  And in just, I truly believe, when a person has too much, it affects their life. 
 
INT:  And then they don't appreciate anything. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  When it came to education there was never any sparing.  You know, the best 
schools that they wanted to go to, and it was always paid for, so they would not have to have 
loans.  When it came to driving a safe car, it was always the best. I don't mean luxurious car, but 
the safest, and never a used thing, because we could afford it. But when it came to, let's say, 
frivolous items, whether they would have ten extra dresses hanging in the closet, or whether it 
was just a couple of them, it did not matter.  If you needed it, you bought it. If just buying for the 
sake, that because we have nothing else to do, find something to do. 
 
INT:  That's how you taught them values. 
 
ANN:  Yes, right. 
 
INT:  Would you describe your self as hopeful, or pessimistic? 
 
ANN:  Always a very hopeful person. There is not a drop of pessimism in me.  In the worst of 
times, in the worst of times, I have always found a silver lining behind every cloud.  That's my 
attitude in life, and that I hope to teach this to the children. And not just my own children, but 
anybody who touches my life.  I have friends who constantly, you know, see the sky falling 
down. And this is my mission in life (laughs) to help them see the sunshine, rather than the 
clouds. 
 
INT:  That's a wonderful goal.  I don't know if we touched on this.  Did you experience 
flashbacks, or nightmares about the war? 
 
ANN:  In the beginning, an awful lot.  In the beginning, I don't remember whether I told you 
about it. 
 
INT:  A little, with the dogs. 
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ANN:  Yes.  But now it's very rare. It's very rare, only if I -- and they are not as intense as they 
used to be in the beginning. If I will watch something about the Holocaust, or read something 
about the Holocaust, things that are new to me that I did not know, and then I will have a restless 
night, and I will have, maybe have dreams that are not exactly related to the Holocaust, but they 
will be scary, something, you know, that will trouble me, and then I get up and I try to make 
sense out of it.  Which is difficult sometimes.  But only on occasions like this. Other than that, 
you get involved in everyday life, and these are the things that become the most important things. 
 
This is, I think, the greatest cure for any Holocaust survivor, is to have a busy life.  We cannot 
afford the luxury of free time.  I honestly think I make my life busy, because when I have a little 
time, my thoughts drift right back to my past.  And I really, to be a sane individual, I cannot 
afford to let it happen.  And that's why I constantly try to keep busy with whatever.  If there is 
nothing to be done, I find a project. I find somebody that I can do something for. 
 
INT:  So you know yourself that well.  You know that you must be busy. 
 
ANN:  I think this is how I feel, if I sit around with idle time, I'm not a happy person. Yeah. 
 
INT:   Would you generally describe yourself as trusting, or suspicious? 
 
ANN:  That is, you see, hmm, that's interesting.  With people that I know, I'm always very 
trusting. But when individuals that I don't know, and I encounter them, there is always this, 
(Hebrew word) what is the word?  This doubt in my mind.  What is their motive?  Are they truly 
my friends?  What do thy mean by that?  Not so much what do they want from me.  It's always 
my concern, how do they feel about Jews, and so forth.  In this respect, I'm always the doubter 
and the skeptic.  When it comes to Jewish people, it doesn't matter to me so much.  So what if 
someone will be a little bit sly and want to take advantage of my goodness, or whatever it is. So 
it doesn't bother me.  It doesn't bother me. But when it comes to people from the outside world, I 
am always, always a little suspicious, as to when they tell me that they are friends of the Jewish 
people, or friends of Israel, I always try to think: what is their ulterior motive in saying that?  
 
INT:  You're wary of them. 
 
ANN:  Yeah.  Is it genuine, or is it just a put-up job?  They would have to convince me first 
before I would trust them and believe them, truly. 
 
INT:  So they're guilty till proven innocent. (laughs) 
 
ANN:  Yes, in essence.  It's wrong, I realize that it is wrong, but I cannot help it.  This has 
probably been my experience, that I could not trust others.  When it came to the safety of a 
Jewish person. 
 
INT:  Do you generally feel safe or frightened, for yourself, for your husband, for your children, 
for other people? 
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ANN:  I have, I really am a little bit too...like my daughter told me yesterday, "Ma," she says, 
"there's one fault that you have." 
 
INT:  Just one? (laughs) You're lucky! 
 
ANN:  "And you must realize it.  And you are over-confident."  I somehow have that feeling that 
I can take care of almost anything that comes up in life.  And she says, "It's something that you  
have to work on and deal with." 
 
INT:  (laughs) That's wonderful.   
 
ANN:  My husband travels a lot, and he would go away for weeks on end, and they would say, 
"Ma, aren't you afraid to be alone?" I said, "Why, what would I be afraid of?" If somebody 
breaks in (laughs)” - I always used to laugh at them - "I'll keep a baseball bat near my bed."   
 
INT:  What do you think she means by that [question]? 
 
ANN:  Well, anything that needs to be done or something, or sometimes, I can understand what 
she means. I have never learned to speak with, "I think so."  I always, I make a statement as if it 
is so.  You understand?  And that's one of my major faults, really.  Even if I, in my mind, I 
perceive this as being the truth, but it's always, she says, "In your mind only."  And she's right.  
You have to emphasize, that it's only the way you see it, and not, this is how it is.  You know.  
And that is a truism. 
 
INT:  But your husband's that way, too.  He sounds like a very strong person. 
 
ANN:  He is.  But he has learned, he has learned in his business, to always temper all those 
statements.  Yeah, they were taught to say, "According to my opinion."  And I have not learned 
to do that.  And that's why I come through as a person with definite opinions.  And in reality, in 
me, it's not so. I have my doubts, too. It's just the way the statements come out that give, portray 
a sense of being over-confident, or knowing it all. 
 
INT:  That's probably what she means by that.  (laughs)  That's funny. 
 
ANN:  But I really I never have had extraordinary fears.  I mean, I'm always very alert, always 
very careful. If I walk somewhere at night, I don't take it, you know, for granted. I just always 
look around and see where I am.  I don't take chances.  If I feel that it's not necessary, I will not 
take any chances. I will not quickly open the door if somebody knocks at the door at night, and 
things like that.  But to say that I live in fear, thinking, “Oh, somebody will break in the house, 
what will happen to me?”  I just don't believe it's wise to constantly...  Whatever comes, comes.  
You face it when the moment comes.  But to live in fear is not my nature. 
 
INT:  So you're cautious where you should be cautious, but you're not fearful. 
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ANN:  I am cautious, but I am not a scaredy-cat, as they would say. 
 
INT:  This question I think we've really talked about.  What have you thought when things have 
gone wrong in your life? 
 
ANN:  We've discussed that already at length. 
 
INT:  And you certainly are a person who's capable of joy and happiness. 
 
ANN:  Very much so.  I make every day count in my life.  When I get up in the morning, 
whether the sun is out, or the rain is raining, I'm just grateful for another day, and I make the best 
of it, and I just try to lift my spirits whenever I have reason to have them down.  And to make 
every- I call it, I celebrate life every day.  I don't just take for granted anything that comes my 
way. 
 
INT:  And are you prone to feelings of depression? 
 
ANN: (sighs) No, I don't think so.  I don't think so at all.  I do get angry at times, you know, 
when things don't go right. It's only human.  But to say depression means that for a prolonged 
time, a person would be in a bad mood.  I don't let that happen. I don't let that happen.  If I feel 
something is bothering me, if I feel something has been said to me that I am unhappy about, I 
have my ways of, if it's a nice day, I always joke.  I put on my sneakers, and I go and I walk it 
out.  And I just get out by myself and walk and think it through, and I realize that it's such a 
beautiful world.  It doesn't pay to waste any time at all being angry, for whatever reason it is.  
And I try to change my mood right away. 
 
INT:  So it sounds like you're really very much in touch with yourself.  You're always taking 
your temperature. Your emotional temperature, and figuring out what's... 
 
ANN:  What's wrong, and immediately correcting it.  We cannot afford, life is much too short, to 
waste any of the time being unhappy or being angry at somebody.  If it's a situation that can be 
altered, you alter it.  If you cannot alter it, you accept it for what it is, and you make the best of it.  
And there's no two ways about it.  That's how I feel. 
 
INT:  Well, that's what I'm asking.  Was there anything that happened to you in the war that has 
been difficult to share with your family? 
 
ANN: Individual cases, things that were said by friends, by cousins, you know, during the war 
years, the fears that were expressed.  Last moments, you know.  I have not shared it.  They're too 
difficult.  (pause) 
 
INT:  Did you try to protect your children from knowing about any particular experiences that 
you went through? 
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ANN:  I have not told them anything in the younger years, but right now the general things, they 
have heard, and they know. What I have not talked about is how I felt about all those events,  
how I felt as a child; how scared I might have been at the moment when we were taken away to 
be shot, or how I felt, you know, during the years.  I mean, I talk in general, if it's a feeling, when 
I discuss, let's say, in the years of the forest, how envious I was of a child that was frozen to 
death.  These are general things that I talk freely and don't disturb me.  But how (sighs) there are 
certain things that you thought of, during the war years, that you don't even feel like disclosing it, 
and saying anything, because after all, these were thoughts of a child, so to say.  You know, I 
have not shared it with my children, individual little things.  Many of the things that I have 
disclosed to you, how I always would sit and scheme in my mind, as a child, and I would always 
think, "Ach, when they will come and they will take me," because this was after I had seen one 
of my friends taken away and being shot, "that I'm not going to walk like this.  I'm gonna run.  
I'm gonna make sure that they shoot me in the back, while I'm running, and not walk willingly."  
These kinds of things, I never talked to them, or disclosed it to them. 
 
INT:  Well, there probably weren't occasions, or reasons. 
 
ANN:  No.  I never sat down.  I mean, this is the first time that I sat down and talked about 
everything in such an extensive way.  They don't have the time to listen to it, and every time I 
mention something, I'm afraid it will be misinterpreted as self-pity, or something of this sort. 
And that's why I, and there were times when my husband would express this opinion, you know, 
"What is it?  Can't you get over it?  Do you have to always think about what happened in the 
past?"  And he didn't go through it.  So to him, he can't understand it.  But survivors cannot get 
rid of it.  It's something that's their past, and it will be with you. So sometimes you feel like 
saying certain things, but then you protect yourself from that hurt of being insulted and told, 
“what are you, wallowing in self pity or something?” That you feel, if you're not interested in 
knowing, we'd rather not. 
 
INT:  So there's a self-censoring, really, that goes on.  When you think about a lot of things and 
you say... 
 
ANN:  Nobody else would care or be interested. 
 
INT:  So all these years, there have really been parts of you, and things that you want to say, and 
that come to mind that you don't say. 
 
ANN:  And I will not say.  Definitely.  Definitely, because of how it will be perceived by others. 
 
INT:  There's always the fear that someone will reject you, or give you some kind of response 
that makes it worse? 
 
ANN:  Yeah, I am beyond that.  In the beginning, when I tried to adjust to American life, and I 
tried very hard to make friends with American born people, to become part of American life, I 
would try to definitely not talk about the past, and not say anything, so that they will not have 
pity for me, or see me as, you know, that tainted person.  But I'm way beyond that. I mean, this 
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era has passed.  Today it doesn't matter to me, if a person will judge me by my past, and want 
nothing to do with me, that's their loss.  That's how I feel.  And if they will judge me for the 
individual that I am today, I will gladly accept them, and they accept me for who I am and what I 
am now, rather than judge me by my past. 
 
INT: That's really the course of maturing anyhow, and get to be ourselves. 
 
ANN:  That's right. We reach at a certain age a point where we are comfortable with ourselves.  
We have done everything we could to improve our lives, to become who we are, and, well, life,   
I mean, we change constantly.  I think that... 
 
INT:  That's been a theme that's running through our talks. 
 
ANN:  An intelligent person changes and learns from everything in life.  From your own 
experiences, and if you're smart enough, you learn from experiences from others, so that you 
don't repeat the same mistakes that you see others are making.  And sometimes it's difficult, and 
sometimes you make mistakes more than once, you know.  And that's when you get angry at 
yourself, and you say, “G-d, I've done it before, and...” 
 
INT:  I did it again! (laughter) 
 
ANN:  That's right, but we're only human.  But these things will always happen in life, you 
cannot change it. 
 
INT:  Have you had to deal with any false information, any wrong birth dates that was part of 
your trying to get out of Europe and come to America? 
 
ANN:  Did I have to deal with it?  Well, I didn't have to deal with it, because the authorities dealt 
with it.  We were not allowed to come to the United States because of a technicality. We did not 
arrive in Germany early enough, and so as a result of it, we had to come to Canada first.  And 
then came to the United States, after I got married. 
 
INT:  Was your birthdate ever falsified in any way? 
 
ANN:  No, I don't think it was falsified.  My birthday is as close -- the only way it might be 
slightly different -- is my father went by the Jewish date, and he made it simple for us.  This is 
the closest to the date that we were born. 
 
INT:  But the year wasn't. 
 
ANN:  No, no not the year.  As I looked up, I might have been born a week earlier, or something 
like that. 
 
INT:  But there was never a time when the family made you appear younger or older. 
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ANN:  No, no.  This is the year I was born, and I know that for sure.  And I go by March 5th.  
But actually it might be, I found a letter from my uncle, that my father, here in the United States, 
that my father wrote to him, and the letter was dated, I think February 28, and he said: “Chava 
just – (Chava was my mother's name) -- just gave birth to a baby girl.  You know, so I know that 
I might have been born at the very, very end of February rather than March. 
 
INT:  But there were no gross changes. 
 
ANN:  I'm still a Pisces (laughs) regardless. 
 
INT:  Well, is there anything that you and I have not talked about that you've thought about, that 
you would like to add? 
 
ANN:  Share?  I think we've covered almost everything, because I don't think, unless, I mean, a 
survivor like myself, who was fortunate to survive with their parents, and who caught my 
equilibrium so to say, in life, early, not using the Holocaust as a crutch for all my own personal 
shortcomings.  I mean, these are things that happen.  Many people interrupted their education. 
Many people have been uprooted from one place to another, and they just make do with what life 
dishes out for them later on. And adjust, and if I have not done certain things in my life that I 
thought I should have done, it's easier to blame on others. There were times when I blamed, 
maybe, my husband, for discouraging me of doing this or that.  But I realized that I probably 
didn't want it badly enough.  If I would have wanted it, I would have worked harder, I would 
have disobeyed him. 
 
INT:  Because there were other things that you did that he wasn't so thrilled about. 
 
ANN:  That's right.  I always, you know, blame him.  I wanted to take music lessons, because I 
never did early in our marriage. And he said, "At your age?  It's crazy.  You ought to think about 
teaching your children, and not you."  And I gave it up. This is my personality. I need to be 
encouraged, maybe, to do things, rather than discouraged.  And so for a long time, I used to 
blame him for all the things that I have not accomplished, but I realize I have only myself to 
blame. 
 
INT:  So if you wanted it enough... 
 
ANN:  I would have probably found the time, even though it was difficult, because when you 
raise three children practically by yourself, because he always, his work was his whole life, and 
there was very, very little, that I could rely on him.  The only thing that I remember that he did 
help me with, is that I decided when my last child is born I went to teach.  And Sundays when I 
would go away to teach, he stayed with the younger children, so that I was able to get out and 
teach.  But other than that, it was very seldom that I could even ask him to do anything, because I 
thought he wouldn't do it.  Maybe if I insisted, but it's not... 
 
INT:  Not in your nature. 
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ANN:  Not in my nature, right.  So when you have to raise children and do everything yourself, 
you're so exhausted by the end of the day, and also keeping up a house, and constant cooking and 
cleaning, and I was never a pampered person where I had steady help in the house, where I had, 
you know, ordered in food or anything like that.  Because of the fact that I kept a kosher home, it 
was every day cooking and every day cleaning.  You don't have enough time for those other 
luxuries that you would have liked to do.  So I cannot blame anyone if I have not accomplished 
what I wanted to.  And I subsequently made peace with who I am and what I'm capable of doing, 
and what I'm not capable of doing. 
 
INT:  Maybe you'll take music lessons now. 
 
ANN:  I doubt it.  I don't have the patience anymore.  I don't have the patience anymore.  My 
granddaughter is taking lessons now, and I'm trying very hard to sit there and listen to her.  And 
it needs, if I would have total peace of mind one day, I might try to do that. 
 
INT:  Total peace of mind! (laughs) 
 
ANN:  It's true.  I find that I cannot even sit down and read any length of time, without getting 
tired, and without needing a change.  And I miss it very much, because when I first came to 
Wilmington, in addition to becoming a spokesman for the Holocaust, what I did, is because of 
my Jewish background, and the understanding of Jewish history and literature, that I used to read 
many books of Jewish content, and give book reviews here to all the organizations, and they 
enjoyed it tremendously, because of that certain input, or explain it to others.  Things that were 
not very obvious to them, because they did not have a similar Jewish education as I did.  And 
now I can't even do that, because I just don't have the patience to sit down.  And it's been quite 
some time that I sat down and read a novel or something from end to end. 
 
INT:  That's unfortunate, because it's a real treat to be able to lose yourself in a book. 
 
ANN:  Yeah, maybe some day when all goes well, and everybody's taken care of.  But you 
know, as the saying goes: "when I thought all of my work was done, I became a grandmother." 
And now with the kids and the grandchildren around here, there are additional duties and 
responsibilities that you do as they are expected of you. 
 
INT:  Well, I guess that concludes this part of the interview.  As the person who had the pleasure 
and the opportunity to speak to you over these four sessions, I must say that your honesty and 
your candor, and all that you were so willing to give, certainly has enriched the program, but it 
certainly has personally enriched me, as well, by you sharing your life with me.  And now it's a 
part of my memory bank as well as it is part of the project.  So I certainly thank you. 
 
(END OF INTERVIEW) 
 
 
 
 


